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being a critic. Their central faith is undisturbed, because
it is independent of the opinions adopted. The question is,

" what will be their effect upon men who take them central ?
Modern “critical theories have changed the relation of the
Church to the Scriptures as the basis of faith. As one of
‘the adherents of this school puts it, “the Church has now
learned to walk without’ the crutches of the Scriptures.”
The Bible is no longer to. them the final standard of ap
peal. They shift the basis from the written Word to the
Christian consciouness of the historical Christ thus put in
antithesis to the Scriptures is not quite clear. It is not so
‘much the Christ of the Gospels as the personal impressions
of Him in the mind and heart. Each man is his own arbiter
of truth, and beyond him there is no appeal.

The critic forgets the eyes of the heart. The reproach
of the Gospel is that it does not stand in the wisdom of men.
Faith transcends reason, and the truth of God is hid from
the wise and prudent, and revealed unto babies. The critic
may ridicule the simple, but to them is given the keys of
the Kingdom. Criticism is fatal to enthusiasm, inspiration
and passion. It paralyses the sword-arm of the evangel.
To convince there must be certainty; to win there must be
passion; to save there must be enthusiasm, Rescuers do not
dare upon propositions that pivot upon suppositions. Men
do not sacrifice themselves for a speculative probability.
Critics lead no conquests, inspire no sacrifice, kindle no en-
thusiasms. It is men of imagination, ingpiration and en-
thusiasm that save. There are many perils that beset us,
but the peril most of all to be dreaded is the peril that comes
in the wake of the critical spirit.—Joyful News.

(Acts 4:20.)

The mighty moral upheavel on the Day of Pentecost
wrought a mighty change of heart and of purpose in the
program of these fishermen. They had been recreated, they
experienced what Chalmer’s so happily designated as “The
expulsive power of a new affection.” With these disciples
it was a power both “expulsive and impulsive.” The one
expelled, the other impelled, it was but the legitimate out-
working of the infilling of the divine Spirit during the as-
sembling in the upper room. Here it was that the Chris-
tian Chuch was historically born. Here it was that she
received her anointing, her mission, her empowering, her
program of concentrated activity, her enlarged vision, her
world-wide mission of conquest. It was a season of purg-
ing, in which prejudices, national limitations, race prefer-
ences, and all manner of unbelief were swept from the
heart, opening the way and the door of the heart for the
effusion of the fullness of the blessing of the Gospel of
peace, It was an individual and a cosmopolitan Pentecost.
It was a remakably opportune day for the Christian Church
to be launched and endowed.

This new affection and new infilling impelled these Spirit-
filled men to speak; for they could not but speak of the
things which they had seen and heard. With their infilling
of the divine Spirit came the loosened tongue, or the gift
of speech. For these uneducated men spake in other
tongues, in all the languages representd among the cosmo-
politan concurse of people who withessed those scenes of
spiritual power. In all probability it was largely a miracle
of speech. Holy Spirit specially poured out upon them
furnished them their linguistic abilities. Only one such
instance is recorded on the pages of church history. It was
exceptional. It was a representative occasion, and the pur-
Pose was a representative one. A model church was born
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* THE POWER OF A NEW AFFECTION.
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WEEKY TEXT.
“If ye have not been faithful in that which is another
man's, who will give you that which is your own?” Lk.
19:12.

7\Watchman, What of the Night?

“So likewise ye, when ye see things come to pass, know ye that the
kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” Luke 21:31.
HE times are ominous. Many thoughtful men feel
T that we are standing at the threshold of stupendous
events. As Hadrriet Beecher Stowe said, “This is an
age of the world when nations are trembling and convulsed.
A mighty influence is abroad, surging and heaving the
world as with an earthquake.” Never was man’s respon-
sibility s6 great. Each moment is charged with tremen-
dous importance. Grave crises, solemn issues, stare us in
the face. There is a feeling as if something is about to
happen. Just as the world was on the tiptoe of expectation
preceding the birth of Christ and yet failed to recognize
Him when He came; so this age is now feeling the pangs
of travail for His advent without knowing what it means.
But there are some who clearly discern the “signs of the
times” and see in the heart-cry now going up from a
wrecked world the expiring groans of this “present evil

age.” Amopg this number stand side by side the learned.

exegete, the humble peasant, the great scientist, and the
fire-baptized preacher, all animated by the blessed hope that
“the coming of the Lord drawth nigh .

Nearly every Spirit-annointed Christian with whom the
writer is acquainted believes thus. That tongue of fire for
God, the Earl of Shaftsbury, urged the clergy to go out into
the streets everywhere and tell the vast masses that the
B Redeemer was at hand and might come at any moment,
£ it made no difference that it was unpopular, they should go.
This was one of the secrets of George Muller’s marvelous
career. The Holy Spirit revealed to him in the year 1829
the truth as to the personal return of the Inrd and from
then he wu. a flame of fire.

m‘ most !birltual men in all the pulpits of both in Enz-
land and America are preaching the coming of Jesus. Spur-
called it the day around which our chief hopes must
vuofeupoulndboohmbemgpublhhnd, more
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* ghall be shaken.” (Luke 21:25, 26.) “And ye shall hear
of wars and rumors of wars.” (Matt. 24:6.) Europe is
a vast military camp. It is ted that thirty millions
of soldiefs could be put in the field within thirty days’
notice. The inventive genius of mankind has been taxed
to its utmost to provide the most deadly munitions of war.
Jealous nations stand ready to séize each other by the throat
and fight to the bitter end. There is no telling when these
long pent up winds will break loose in a terrible tempest.

A distinguished writer on prophecy says:

“Amidst this commiture of dread and alarm, and these
‘groanings of distressed nations, and fond whisperings of
‘peace, peace,” suddenly as the blaze of forked lightning,
unexpectedly as the fall of the trap upon the ensnared ani-
mal, and as the dark and concealed approach of the mid-
night thief, a voice like that of ten thousand thunders shall
burst on the ears of the astonished inhabitants of earth.
It is the voice of the arch-angel. It is a tramp of God. He
cometh—He cometh to judge the earth! His dead saints
spring from the dust—his living saints in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, are changed, and both together are
caught up far-above the clouds to meet him.”

CHRONOLOGICAL SIGNS.

“The prophetic times so definitely announced in the
Scriptures, are being rapidly fulfilled. The ‘seven times’
of the Jews, long predicted, counting from the fall of Je-
rusalem, have well nigh run out. The ‘seven times’ of the
Gentiles, counting from the rise of Babylon, are about ex-
hausted. The three and a half times of the little horn of
Western anti-Christ, received their first final blow when the
temporal power of the papey fell in 1870, just 1,260 years
after the decree of Phocas. The three and a half times of
Mohammedan power, counting from the fall of Jerusalem
in the year 637, are closing with the present century. So
that the hand updn the clock of prophetic chronology is
about to mark the hour when the great bell of time will toll
its last deep dirge.”

MORAL SIGNS.

Wicked men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, de-
ceiving and being deceived. Murders, suicides, divorces,
and intemperance in its myriad forms are rapidly increas-
ing. Drunkenness, the opium, morphine, cocaine and
whisky and tobacco habits are destroying their millions.
These vices are tolerated, fostered, and legalized by so-
called Christian nations and by them forced on pagan na-
tions. Take England, for instance, the strongest Protes-
tant nation, her tobacco bill is ten thousand times as large,
and her bill for intoxicating drinks one hundred thousand
times as large as the income of all her missionary societies,

The murder of unborn infants, Sabbath desecration, vi-
cious literature, heartless corporations, abound everywhere.

St. Paul, in 2 Tim. 3, specifies some of the characteristics
of the last days. Among the things mentioned are the fol-
lowing: * .

1. Lovers of themselves, covetous. The world says,
“Take care of yourself, look out for No. 1.” The Lord says,
“Deny yourselves, live for others.” 0, this self-centered
age! How far it has drifted from Him who “though He
was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor that ye through
His poverty might be rich;” “who came not to be ministered
to, but to minister, and was among us as One that serveth.”
Gen. Booth once sent a message to the Salvation Army, it
consisted of one word only—others. .

2. Boasters, proiid, heady. Intellectualism gone to seed.
Neyer before has intellect been so deified. From the school-
boy of the wilderness to the polished orator in the councils
of the nation intellect is worshiped, and the glorious
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achievements .of the nineteenth century
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- for the past two hundred and fifty years, and that so far
as there had been a change it was in favor of the Church of -

. Rome.

It seems to ©s that the drift is away from all
churches. It is very evident that the church is gradually
departing from the ministry of the real gospel. As the
different branches of the church grow in years, piety seems
to decrease. Inch by inch the world comes in, ecclesias-
ticism controls, godliness wanes, compromise, concession
to the imperious demands of a Christ-crucifying age fol-
low each other in rapid succession, until a frigid ecclesias-
ticism so grieves the blessed Holy Spirit that few “mighty
‘wiorks can be done in their midst.” Great fundamental doc-
trines like the atonement, the resurrection of the body, and
the future punishment of the wicked, are so caricatured

. and whittled away as to be unrecognizable.

A distinguished writer says:

“There neyer was a time since the fall of Adam when the
human race was so drenched with the muddy waters of
heresy. Everything moves with lightning rapidity. The
principles that lie hidden in every system of government,
education, social life, and manifold forms of religion, are
swiftly pushing themselves to prestige and open manifes-
tation. Sin is not only working out every species of wicked-
ness that can be invented, but the intellect of the so-called
Christianized world is showing signs of decay in its ability
to grasp sturdy Bible truth, and is largely turning from the
Bible to old worn-out heathen ideas. Every doctrine of the
Bible is being twisted into fanciful theories. The Secripture
teaching of sin and the need of broken hearted repentance
is practically ignored by thousands of ministers and church
members. The absolute divinity of Jesus is growing weaker
in the faith of many whd claim to teach His gospel, and

- some who profess to be very orthodox say they do not pray

to Jesus. The literal resurrection of the body taught by the
Scriptures is caricatured and treated lightly by professed
theologians, ministers and professed Christians. The im-
mortality of the soul and its conscious existence, «ither in
heaven or hell, during the sleep of the body in death, is be-
ing rejected for the old heathen notion. The experience of
justifying and sanctifying grace, attested by the personal
Holy Spirit, is rejected by millions of church members.
Everlasting rewards and punishments are laughed at as an
old tradition instead of a serious doctrine of the Bible. It
is well-nigh imposaible to enter a single professed Chris-
tian family in Europe or America, in which some member
of the family has not a new patent on Scripture truth, and
holds some fanciful nmotion concerning the serious teachings
of the Bible. I find a great many passages in which the
last form of testifying for God’s saints will be that of their
faith in the simple, plain, old doctrines of God’s Word.
Jesus warns us that just before His coming every possible
heresy and every variety of false Christs will appear to
deceive the people, and that if it were possible they would

~ deceive the very elect. And John in Revelation tells us °

of an era of the going forth of frogs, which are evil spirits,
to seduce the people from the true faith. We are lividg in

the frog era,”

- As the Lord appeared in the temple in the beginning and
at the close of His earthly ministry with a whip of small
mdc to cleanse it, 80 He will come again to cleanse and
o  The same condition prevails;, the - tables are
with the money changers, “And the Lord indeed
‘come to His temple. But who may abide the
His coming, and who shall stand when He ap-

‘ (Conthmo_d in Nexi Tssue),
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