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Russellism Revealed As

A Counterfeii of Christianity
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IT
OBS Christ of His Deity. (“Studies in the Scriptures.”

Vol. V., pages 84 and 88).

NBLUSHINGLY contradicts His plain statements con-

cerning the eternal punishment of the wicked.

(“Where are the Dead?” by Pastor Russell.)

AYS that Christ came in October, 1874. (S. in S.,

Vol. II., pages 146, 170, 171, 188.) Offers a

ECOND chance to all who wilfully reject the Lord Je-

sus Christ.

NCOURAGES men to sin that thereby they may per-

ceive the beauty of virtue. (S. in S., Vol. I, page 124).

IBELS all true Gospel preachers, past and present.

(“Bible Students’ Monthly,” Vol. V., No. 9, page 4).

URBS the unwary by pious platitudes and picture
panoramas.

MITATBS the names of accredited Christian Societies

to mislead the multitude,

AYS that the Man Christ Jesus is DEAD—FOR EVER
DEAD. (S. in S., Vol. V., pages 362, 428, 454).

MUHfALICIOUSLY misquotes and misrepresents the Scrip-
tures.

IT PREACHES JUST ENOUGH TRUTH TO PERSUADE
PEOPLE TO PARTAKE OF THE POISON.

IT PARADES IN THE LIVERY OF HEAVEN AND
PROPAGATES THE LIES OF HELL.

IT IS A COUNTERFEIT, A DEVILISH DELUSION,
A HIDEOUS PERVERSION OF THE GOSPEL OF

CHRIST.

DON’T BE MISLED BY FAIR SPEECHES AND PER-
SUASIVE PERSONALITY.

“Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.”

(2 Cor. 11:14).

BEWARE!
W. M. R., Loudon.



RUSSELLISM OR MILLENNIAL DAWN-
ISM.

Russellism is a great delusion and a snare

to multitudes. It carries itself under vari-

ous names.

1. It calls itself “Millennial Dawn” in its

books.

2. It calls itself “The Watch Tower Bible

and Tract Society” in its Pamphlets.

3. It calls itself “The International Bible

Students Association” in its advertisements.

Its seven deadly marks.

1. It doesn’t seek to convert sinners. It

perverts saints.

2. It denies the Deity of Christ.

3. It denies the bodily ressurrection of

Christ.

4. It denies that believers in Christ have

“eternal life” now.

5. It makes “God a liar.”

6. It offers people a chance in the next

age : it offers no present salvation in this age.

7. It is at enmity with the evangelical

faith of all true believers.

Russellism, like the other fallacies, was
conceived in ignorance and born in deceit.

Pastor Russell was a man of no scholarship

and no training in Biblical Theolog>\ One
writer says of him

:
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4 RUSSELLISM OR

He professes to be a “profound Bible

scholar.” Nothing comes amiss to him.

Problems that have baffled and perplexed

godly men of all ages are simple as A B C to

him. Surely there must be solid support

forthcoming before we can accept as accu-

rate his description of his mental and spirit-

ual powers. It is not forthcoming! On the

contrary, “Pastor” Russell stands convicted,

and that out of his own mouth, of laying

claim to that of which he has not feven the

remotest conception. The real character of

his scholarship is revealed in the following

incident that took place in the CANADIAN
CRIMINAL COURT. The quotation is from
“Some Facts and More Facts about the self-

styled Pastor Charles T. Russell,” by Rev. J.

J. Ross, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada (page

18). The author was sued by Russell for

libel. Russell lost his case.

“As to his scholastic standing, he had

sworn that what was said about it was not

true. Under the examination he admitted

that, at most, he had attended school only

seven years of his life, that the public school,

and that he had left school when he was
about fourteen years of age, just at the open-

ing of the adolescent period, when the direc-

tional element is so neccessary in a boy’s life.

“Do you know the Greek?” asked the at-

torney.
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“Oh yes,” was Russell’s reply. Here he

was handed a copy of the New Testament

by Wescott and Hort, in Greek, and asked to

read the letters of the alphabet as they ap-

peared on the top of page 447. He did not

know the alphabet!

“Now,” asked Mr. Staunton, “Are you

familiar with the Greek language?”

“No” said Mr. Russell without a blush.

When he saw that he was caught, then he

admitted that he knew nothing about Latin

and Hebrew, and neither had he ever taken

a course in Philosophy, Systematic Theology,

or ever attended any of the higher schools of

learning.”

Mr. C. T. Russell formerly ran a gents’

furnishing store in Pittsburgh and was a

man of considerable business ability. He
figured in the courts when his wife sued him
for separation and alimony. He drew to

himself much money by persuading people

that the end of the age was soon to come and
they gave their money freely.

I. Deadly Errors of Russellism.

1. It denies that Jesus Christ was God
before the Incarnation.

Russell says: (1) “Our Redeemer existed

as a spirit being before he was made flesh

and dwelt among men. (2) “At that time,

as well as subsequently, he was properly
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known as “a god”—a mighty one. As chief

of the angels and next to the Father, he was
known as the Archangel (highest angel or

messenger), whose name, Michael, signifies,

“Who as God,” or God’s representative. (3)

“As he was the highest of all Jehovah’s crea-

tion, so also he was the first, the direct crea^

tion of God, the “Only begotten,” and then

he, as Jehovah’s representative, and in the

exercise of Jehovah’s power, and, in his

name, created all things.”

Put over against this John 17 :5. “And
now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine

own self with the glory which I had with

thee before the world was.”

Here our Lord reveals three things

:

I. Personality. 2. Preexistence. 3. Pos-

session of glory in all points equal to that of

the Father.

In order to offset Scripture testimony to

Christ’s Deity, Russell says that the trans-

lations are wrong, thus setting himself up

against the ripest scholarship of the ages.

Think of putting Pastor Russell’s “transla-

tions” up against such Bible Scholars as

Alford, Clarke, Wescott, Bengel, Ellicott, etc.

II. Russellism teaches that Jesus Christ

was man {not God) when upon earth; that

he had but one nature and that was huma/n.

Russell says: “Neither was Jesus a com-
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bination of the two natures, human and

spiritual. The blending of two natures pro-

duces neither the one nor the other, but an

imperfect, hybrid thing, which is obnoxious

to the divine arrangement. When Jesus was
in the flesh he was a perfect human being;

previous to that time he was a perfect spirit-

ual being; and since his resurrection he is

a perfect spiritual being of the highest of

divine order. It was not until the time of

his consecration even unto death, as typified

in his baptism—at thirty years of age—^that

he received the earnest of his inheritance of

the divine nature. The human mind had to

be consecrated to death before he could re-

ceive even the pledge of the divine nature.

And not until that consecration was actually

carried out and he had actually sacrificed the

human nature, even unto death, did our Lord

Jesus become a full partaker of the divine

nature. After becoming a man he became
obedient unto death; wherefore, God hath

highly exalted him (to the divine nature)

(Phil. 2. 8, 9^. If this Scripture is true, it

follows that he was not exalted to the divine

nature until the human nature was actually

sacrificed—dead.

“Thus we see that in Jesus there was no

mixture of natures, but that twice he ex-

perienced a change of natures; first, from
spiritual to human ; afterward, from human
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to the highest order of spiritual nature, the

divine; and in each case the one was given

up for the other.”

Over against Mr. Russell put Christ’s own
words: “I and my Father are one,” John

10:30. I came forth from the Father and

am come into the world: again I leave the

world and go to my Father, John 16:28.

But unto the Son He saith : The house of

God is forever and ever, Heb. 1 :8. A posi-

tive statement of the God head of the Son.

Professor Lindsay said : “I regard this verse

as furnishing one of the clearest and strong-

est proofs of the Deity of our blessed Lord
that is anywhere to be found” (Prof. W.
Lindsay on Heb., vol. i., p. 65).

III. RmseUism teaches that the man Christ

Jesus was eventually annihilated.

Russell says: “The soul (being) of owr

Lord Jesus went to oblivion, to sheol, at

death.

“Our Lord’s being or soul was non-existent

during the period of death.”—p. 454. Vol. V.

“Nor could our Lord have been raised

from the dead a man, and yet have left with

Justice our ransom-price, in order to the

release of Adam (and his condemned race)

from the sentence and prison-house of death,

it was neccessary, not only that the man
Christ Jesus should die, hut just as necessary
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that the man Christ Jesus should never live

again, should remain dead, should remain

our ransome-price, to all eternity .... the man
Jesus is dead, for ever dead, and could not

be a father or life-giver to the world.”

One Commentator says on this point : The
theory we are combating is by the law of

resurrection, which demands that the per-

sonality passing through the process of

death shall be the same personality which

emerges from death. The one who dies must
be the one who rises again. If death means
extinction of being (and Russell says so),

then the One who died on the Cross cannot

be the One who rose from the grave, and
redemption is a myth, and faith folly. Our
proposition is thus proved beyond dispute,

and the system of professed light is shown to

be the deepest darkness. If our Lord Jesus

Christ ceased to be man, the impassable

gulf remains between God and man. There

is no hope for the sinner, no Heaven for the

saint. And that which thus robs us of our

greatest tr.easure is neither a benefaction

nor a blessing. It is a curse.”

IV. RusseUism Denies the Resurrection of

the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Many Christians have the idea that our

Lord’s glorious spiritual body is the very

same body that was crucified and laid away
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in Joseph’s tomb ; they expect, when they see

the Lord in glory, to identify him by the

scars he received on Calvary. This is a great

mistake.”

“Our Lord’s human body was, however,

supernaturally removed from the tomb;

because had it remained there it would have

been an insurmountable obstacle to the faith

of the disciples, who were not yet instructed

in spiritual things—^for “the spirit was not

yet given.”

“We know nothing about what became of

it, except that it did not decay or corrupt.

Whether it was dissolved into gases or

whether it is still preserved somewhere as

the grand memorial of God’s love, of Christ’s

obedience, and of our redemption, no one

knows :—nor is such knowledge necessary.

V. Russellism teaches that the Second Com-
ing of Jesus Christ took place October, 1874.

He says; “The next chapter will present

Bible evidence that 1874 A. D. was the exact

date of the beginning of the “Times of Resti-

tution,” and hence of our Lord’s return.”

p. 188.

“Our Lord’s second advent was due when
the “Times of Restitution” were due to begin,

viz., IN OCTOBER, A. D. 1874.” p. 234.

“And the harvest of this age began with

the presence of our Lord at the beginning of
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Earth’s Great Jubilee, in 1874, as shown in

chapter vi,, and ends with the overthrow of

Gentile power

—

A. D. 1914.”

“While the reader is thus informed of what

will be proved in succeeding’ chapters, he

must not expect to have passages of Scripture

pointed out in which these matters and these

dates are plainly written. On the contrary,

he must bear in mind that all these things

have been hidden by the Lord, in such man-
ner that they could not be understood or ap-

preciated until the due time had come, and

then only by his earnest, faithful children,

who esteem truth as more precious than

rubies and who are willing to seek it as men
search for silver.” This is rich. These

astounding assertions will be “proved,” we
are told, but not from Scripture. It would

be asking too much that this should be done.

They were hidden from all the saintly souls

of the past, but were made known to an

“earnest, faithful child” called Pastor Rus-

sell, who has since given his revelations to

the world

!

VI. Russellism sets up for itself an Inspira-

tion superior to the Scriptures.

Read the following from Watch Tower
Sept. 15, 1910., page 298. “If the six

volumes of “Scripture Studies” are practi-

cally the Bible, topically arranged, with Bible
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proof texts given, we might not improperly

name the volumes “the Bible in an arranged

form.” That is to say, they are not mere
comments on the Bible, but they are prosai-

cally the Bible itself. Furthermore, not only

do we find that people cannot see the Divine

plan in studying the Bible by itself, but we
see also, that if anyone lays the “Scripture

Studies” aside, even after he has used them,

after he has become familiar with them,

after he has read them for ten years—^if he

then lays them aside and ignores them and

goes to the Bible alone, though he has under-

stood his Bible for ten years, our experience

shows that within two years he goes into

darkness. On the other hand, if he had mere-

ly read the “Scripture Studies” with their

references, and had not read a page of the

Bible as such, he would be in the light at the

end of two years, becaues he would have the

light of the Scriptures.”

Stevens says that Russell obtains his sense

of Scripture by means of keywords chosen

and capriciously explained by himself ; by a

contiual paraphrasing of the Bible to suit

his own mind, by erroneous translations of

the original : and even by sacreligious alter-

nation of the very language itself.”

VII. Russellism teaches No-heUism, denies

the Bible teachings regarding Future Pun-
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ishment cmd preaches armiJiilation of the

wicked.

Russell says: “The sacrifice of Christ

secured for all mankind, however vile, an

awakening from death, and the privilege of

thereafter coming to perfection, and if saved,

of living for ever.” Those who finally remain

impenitent are to be ANNIHILATED (Vol.

I., pp. 241, 242).

Some years ago much publicity was given

to the fact that the I. B. S. A. had voted

Hell out of existence. Undoubtedly a great

crowd follow Russellism because it preaches

a second chance and no hellism. People like

that kind of religion which has no penalty

for sin in it, no fearful judgment.

Some of Russell’s Predictions. Biederwolf

names them as follows

:

“We consider it an established truth that

the final end of the kingdoms of this world,

and the full establishment of the kingdom
of God, will be accomplished at the end of

A. D. 1914,”—Vol. 2, page 99.

“The present govei-nments must all be

over-turned about the close of A. D. 1914,”

—

Vol. 2, page 242.

The “Battle of the great day of God Al-

mighty” will end in A. D. 1914 with the com-

plete overthrow of earth’s present ruler-

ship,”—Vol 2, page 101.

“The Gk)spel age harvest will end October
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1914 and the overthrow of “Christendom,”

so called, must be expected to immediately

follow,”—Vol. 2, page 246.

“Sometime before the end of A. D. 1914

the last member of the divinely recogized

Church of Christ, the “royal priesthood,” the

“body of Christ,” will be glorified with the

Head,”—Vol. 2, page 77.

The “reign” of the “heirs of the heavenly

kingdom” over the world “can date only

from A. D. 1914—when the times of the

Gentiles have expired,”—Vol. 2, page 81.

“The times of the Gentiles will run fully

out with the year A. D. 1914, and ... at that

time they will be overturned and Christ’s

kingdom fully established,”—Vol. 2, page.

170.

Bible Students Monthly, Vol. 6., No. 1., we
read: “Everything is getting ready for the

Millennium! Not only is it coming, but it is

here.”

Imagine if you can the Millennium now
here! The nations just after being drenched

in blood; Europe staggering under war
debts and arming to the teeth for another

war. Crime waves all over the country.

Skepticism spread all over the educational

and ecclesiastical systems of the world.

Dr. Moorhead says that the most charita-

ble view to take of Russell’s teaching was
that it is the product of insanity.
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