


T H E I R L 0 S e r i e s

WHAT YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT
Bible-based, life-related studies for 

Small Groups, Sunday School Classes, and Personal Discoveries

Our curiosity about our own death and the end of the 
world can easily turn to fear. But as Christians, we 
have hope in Jesus Christ. Topics include: Death, 
Heaven and Hell, The Second Coming, The 
Antichrist, Bodily Besurrection.
H H 083-411 -579 4

Offers keen insights and expert advice on all the 
major themes surrounding a Christian approach to 
self-esteem, including sources of self-esteem, 
overcoming criticism, a Christian view of success, 
and other critical concerns.
HH083-411-5204 ,

I K E  D I ft L 0 i  S E R I E S

H you could 
ask God any 
question, 
what would 
it be?

Help Me Understand

R e a l ae.ition.i 
fro m  R ea l People
Everett Leadingham, Editor

Dear God focuses on 13 questions asked by 13 
flesh-and-blood individuals. Questions include: 
Is it OK to question God? How can prayer really 
change anything? Has my life made a difference? 
and more.
H H 083 -411-5417

■ HYPOCRISY
■ DIVORCE 
■NEW BIRTH 
■HOLY LIVING
■ FORGIVING

Editor ■ happiness
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Learn from Scripture what Jesus said about 
worry, temptation, judging others, forgiveness, 
the Sabbath, the poor, healing, death, hypocrisy, 
divorce, new birth, holy living, and happiness. 
H H 083 -411-1713

God calls us to live a holy life— we should be 
able to explain it in clear, precise language. How 
to Live the Holy Life is written by people who 
understand holiness and know how to explain it 
well.
H H 083 -41 1 -1039

Some of our 
best teachers 
and writers 
team up

m

Now
Tell
Me
Why

to explain 

why Christians 
believe 

what they do.
And in

plainEnglish, 

t M ind You.

STEPHEN IW.MILLER, E d ito r j

A theology book written in plain English. Sound 
doctrine is accessible to the layperson in this 
joint effort of leading theologians and journal­
ists. Terrific for new Christians— and those who 
need refreshing.
H H 083 -411-5182

Only $5.95 each!
(leader’s guides available)
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Ed ito r ’ s  C hoice

Brailling the Culture

“I SELDOM READ THE H E R A L D he 
wrote. “I like to read about current 
trends.”

Hmm? Could it be that the Herald 
is “ tre n d -d ep riv ed ”? I b row sed  a 
bunch of recent editions. They didn’t 
seem so to me. but just in case we are 
“trend-deprived,” I ’ve been spending 
m ost o f  my a irp o rt tim e read in g  
“trendy” stuff. I ’ll share. I collected 
from various sources, American De­
mographics, Indianapolis News, and 
L.A. Times, but most of what follows 
comes from a book I really don’t rec­
ommend— Clicking, 16 Trends to Fu­
ture F it Your L ife , by F aith  P o p ­
corn— so brace yourself.

1. Salsa now ou tsells ca tsup  in 
North America.

2. A grow ing num ber of people 
seem to think that AIDS is spread by 
underfunding.

3. O ne-third o f consum ers have 
changed their shopping habits be­
cause of the threat of crime.

4. Some trendy folks declare that 
police officers are free human beings 
who choose to be brutal, but crim i­
nals are helpless victims of environ­
ment.

5. Justice hinges on ethnicity, ac­
cording to a current trend. A Brook­
lyn juror recently declared that she 
w ould never vote “ to conv ict any 
Black man for killing a Hasidic Jew.”

6. Another trend— some proclaim

that marriage is obsolete— except, of 
course, for homosexuals!

7. Euthanasia as a hum anitarian 
exit visa is gaining more acceptance. 
“Kevork-icide” is now tolerable.

8. T w o-thirds o f  shoppers now 
read labels for fat grams.

9. On the other hand, many people 
are so sick of trying so hard and still 
seeing bad things happen (shootings, 
cancer, divorce, layoffs) that they are 
turning reckless. They eat more fat 
and salt, drink more alcohol, start 
sm oking again, and even wear fur 
coats. A restauran t ca lled  F a tty ’s 
gives a 15 percent discount to men 
over 207 pounds. The c itizens of 
G reen Bay, W isconsin, and Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, are the leading salt 
consumers.

10. Beef is back. Americans eat 
64 pounds per person per year. Mc­
Donalds is the number one supplier 
of beef and the biggest single source 
of food in the world, but its health­
conscious “McLean” failed.

11. And speaking of 
M cD o n ald s, F aith  
Popcorn calls contem­
p orary  w o rsh ip  the 
“McDonaldizing of re­
l ig io n .” She c ites  
“ large-screen TVs to 
show the fo llow -the- 
bouncing-ball lyrics to 
the new ‘pop’ versions 
of the hymns . . . rock 
b ands and sk illed  
dancers and skits . . . 
professional stand-up 
comedians . . . with cleaned-up jokes 
. . . and sermons [that] have loosened 
up” (C licking, 128). She thinks all 
this is for the best.

12. Americans are into hating and 
toppling big institutions— banks, gov­
ernm ent, school system s, m ultina­
tional corporations, and churches.

13. Men (80 percent) want more of 
a hand in raising their kids than their 
dads had. We now have 3.5 million 
“house-dads.”

14. Sin is in. The first day one of 
the girlie mags (I don't want to adver­
tise it by naming it) put its brand of 
porn  on the W orld W ide W eb, 
800,000 “consumers” clicked on it.

15. No more delayed gratification, 
please. That’s the obsession, not only 
o f the young , but o f the over 50 
crowd who just won’t wait any longer 
— they want it all, now!

16. No-film cameras are here.
17. The trend in New Year’s reso­

lutions is away from personal pledges 
to lose weight or stop smoking to fi­
nancial promises to save money or 
pay off credit card debt.

18. Coffeehouses are back as an 
expression of the “clanning” trend 
(the desire to be with people like 
yourself). From only 300 coffeehous­
es a few years ago, 6,000 now dot the 
landscape or mall-scape.

Anchoring is the trend to dig 
deep into what was safe and 
secure in the past as a way to 
prepare for the future.

19. The Princeton R eligion Re­
search Center reports that positive 
sentiment for organized religion is at 
a 10-year high, based on its study of 
factors such as belief in God, confi-

(Ifyou want to read more o f this kind of 
stuff, please turn to page 5.)

WESLEY . TRACY
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Basama
MICHAEL R. ESTEP
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Michael R. Estep is d ire c to r o f  the  C o m ­
m u n ica tio ns  D ivision, C hu rch  o f  the  
Nazarene.

M o s t  o f  u s  over the age of 40 can 
easily recall where we were the mo­
ment we heard that John F. Kennedy 
had been assassinated. Now a whole 
new generation can re­
late to such a memo- ^  
rable moment: "Where 
were you when the 
first m issiles  were 
fired in the Gulf War?"
1 watched with amaze­
ment and concern in 
the Chicago O ’Hare 
a irport as CNN re ­
porters gave first-hand 
reports  on shells 
dropped just outside 
their hotel rooms.

1 w ondered  how 
this would affect the Church of the 
N azarene  in the M iddle East. I 
learned later I had no need for worry. 
It was ready, both for the war and for 
its aftermath as refugees began pour­
ing into Jordan. The Church of the 
Nazarene had planted a church years 
before in Asrifiyya under the direc­
tion of Afeef Halasah.

Basama was one of many refugees 
seeking food, medicine, and, most of 
all, hope. Her family settled near 
Afeef’s church, where she heard the

Uould the mandate 

of the gospel to for­

give your enemies 

work for Basama 

and her family?

gospel for the first time in her life. 
When Pastor Afeef shared about the 
possibility of a personal relationship 
with a man called Jesus, Basama's 
heart grew hungry. She gave her heart 
to Christ, and her mother's conver­
sion quickly followed. Her father and 
brother are supportive and happy 
about their  new found fa ith ,  and 
Basama is praying that they, too, will 
find and accept Christ.

Out of desperation, war, and trou­
ble, Basama found hope and help. 
But could she find the ability to for­
give? Forced to flee from secure jobs 
and a nice home near the palace of 
Saddam Hussein . . . now living in a 
one-room refugee home in compara­
tive poverty . . . could the mandate of 
the gospel to forgive your enemies 
work for Basama and her family?

“When you love the 
L ord,” Basama now 
testifies, “He starts to 
change you. Before, it 
was impossible. But 
gradually you can for­
give. I’m so thankful 
to the Lord. I ’m see­
ing big changes in my 
life.”

If her family returns 
to Iraq, they would 
surely face imprison­
ment or worse , but 
they are praying that 

God will restore them to their home­
land and bring about revival in their 
nation. In the meantime. Basama and 
her m other  work to bring o ther 
refugees to Christ who have fled from 
their homeland.

Basama will forever remember that 
night in January 1991 as the begin­
ning of a journey to Christ. And she 
is praying for a man named Saddam 
in her homeland that he, too, may 
come to know Jesus. Basama . . .  a 
sign.
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I nto the W ord

Devotion and Duty in Deuteronomy

Monties: Real or 
Just Claimed?

ROGER L. HAHN

Roger L. Hahn is p ro fe sso r o f  N e w  
Testam en t a t N azarene Theo log ica l 
Sem inary.

And these words which I command you 
today shall he on your heart. And make 
these words pointed to your children, 
and speak about them when you remain 
in your house and when you travel on 
the road, when you lie down and when 
you rise up (Deuteronomy 6:6-7).*

It is  e a s y  t o  s a y  that relationship with 
God matters more than anything else in 
life. It is easy to say that wife and chil­
dren are the most important people on 
earth. It is not so easy for someone else 
to see that those are priorities by casual 
observation. From a distance, my life 
seems consumed by work. Some of my 
children's earliest words were “Daddy’s 
office,” “preaching,” and “meeting.” 
Even in the ministry, it is not always easy 
to make those activities expressions of 
love for God rather than love for career.

Deuteronomy makes it clear that just 
claiming allegiance to God is not 
enough. One’s life must reveal that 
commitment. Deuteronomy 6:6-9 fol­
lows the Shema, Israel's confession of 
faith, and the first great commandment 
to love God with one’s whole being. 
These verses then describe the daily 
impact that faith should have on a per­
son's life. Verse 6 states the matter 
most directly, and then verses 7-9 use 
increasingly figurative language to em­
phasize the point.

Verse 6 commands that the words of 
the Law contained in the Book of 
Deuteronomy should be on Israel’s 
hearts. In Old Testament thought, the 
heart was not “the seat of emotion,” as 
Western culture often thinks. Rather, 
one’s heart was the seat of the will, the 
center of decision making for a person. 
Thus, Moses’ desire that God’s words of 
instruction be in Israel’s hearts was a call 
to internalize and personalize the Law. 
Once a person puts the commands of 
God in his or her heart, most of the 
struggle is over. The question becomes 
how to obey rather than whether to obey.

Verse 7 calls for parents to make 
their spiritual priorities clear to their 
children. The first verb is usually trans­
lated “teach” or “repeat.” However, the 
root idea behind the Hebrew word is 
“to sharpen." Parents are given the re­
sponsibility of sharpening the focus on 
the Word of God until it penetrates the 
understanding and hearts of 
their children. Scripture 
does not delegate this re­
sponsibility to the church 
and its programs nor to the 
school system. Parents are 
responsible for creating the 
teaching, the environment, 
and the models that allow 
God's ways to penetrate 
their children’s lives.

There are two ways in 
which to fulfill this de­
manding task. The first is to talk about 
God’s instructions for life. However, 
Moses envisions more than occasional 
platitudes. Talking about the commands 
of God is to be done when the family is 
at home and when it is away from 
home. Conversation about the will of 
God should come up in the evening as 
you prepare to go to bed and in the 
morning as you are rising for the day. 
Scripture is clear. All the moments of 
life are to be interpreted in light of 
God’s Word. And that interpretation is

to be done out loud in dialogue with the 
members of our families.

The second way in which the instruc­
tions of God will penetrate our chil­
dren’s lives is by organizing all of life to 
please the Lord. Verses 8 and 9 com­
mand Israel to bind God’s words to their 
hands, their foreheads, their doorposts, 
and their gates. Later, Judaism interpret­
ed these commands very literally, but 
the symbolic intention is clear. The ref­
erence to hands speaks of actions. No 
amount of talking about God's Word 
will convince children who see their 
parents acting in ways contrary to scrip­
tural teaching. The mention of the fore­
head likely refers to eyes. What parents 
watch and accept teaches their children 
more than all the words in the world. 
The doorposts and gates point to one’s 
life at home and in the community. Is­
rael understood very well the old adage 
“actions speak louder than words.”

The fast pace of our lives at the end 
of the 20th century can easily seduce 
us. The “right” job, the “right” schools 
and teachers, the “right” church, and 
the “right” neighborhoods are not 
enough. God expects us to pass the 
faith on to another generation. That can 
only happen if the faith has penetrated 
us deeply enough that it is our main 
topic of conversation and the guiding 
principle of all the arenas of our lives.

For further study: (1) Study Matthew 
5:17-48. Identify the ways in which this 
teaching o f Jesus calls for us to make 
our attitudes and actions match the will 
o f God. (2) Meditate on Psalm 19:14.
In light o f Deuteronomy 6:6-9, what 
would you add to the prayer o f Psalm 
19:14? List the areas o f life that would 
he included as you prayed such a 
prayer. (3) Write a brief prayer asking 
the Lord to help you make your life 
consistent with your words.
‘Scripture quotations are the author’s own translation. Hi

All the moments of life are 
to be interpreted in light of 
God’s Word.
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W hen Y ou P ray
BRAILLING THE CULTURE
continued from page 1

When God Is Silent
E. DEE FREEBORN

E. Dee Freeborn tea che s  sp ir itu a l fo rm a ­
tion  a t N azarene  Theo log ica l Sem inary.

A r o u n d  h e r e  t h e  s u n  has been 
fighting for possession of the Kansas 
skies, only to be defeated and run off 
by another day of clouds, fog, drizzle, 
and rain. The dreariness of these days 
reminds me of my prayer life. 1 want­
ed to join Jeremiah's lament to God: 
“Thou hast hidden thyself behind the 
clouds beyond reach 
o f  [my] p ra y e rs ” 
(Lam entations 3:44, 
n e b ) .  I w ould  pray, 
but there was nothing, 
only silence. It was 
desolate, lonely.

In the midst of noise 
and activity, the still­
ness of God’s voice is 
overw helm ing . R e­
cently in a local shop­
ping mall, I heard a wailing, sobbing 
voice screaming, “Mom! Mom!” Fran­
tic, that lost four-year-old was desper­
ate for the sound of his mother’s voice.

It may not be desperation that we 
feel. The silence of God can also lead 
to anger or resentment. It is as if we 
are trying to carry on a conversation 
with someone we love, but they pay 
no attention, being glued to some sil­
ly television program.

T here  is not much w rit ten  on 
prayer and the silence of God, but 
Anthony Bloom has been helpful in 
his book Beginning to Pray (Paulist 
Press, 1970). He rem inds us that 
prayer is built on relationship. When

I pray at my best, it is not to get 
things, change God’s mind, or fulfill 
a duty. I come to God because I yearn 
for a relationship with Him. I cannot 
manipulate, coerce, or contain Him.

The L o rd ’s Prayer begins with 
“Our Father,” a powerful, radical, re­
lational term, sometimes translated 
“Daddy” or “Papa." It is not a license 
for a sentimental familiarity but a 
recognition of the possibility of a pro­
found, personal re la tionship  with 
almighty God.

Meaningful relationships must be 
free. I cannot assume that just because, 
at a given moment. I need my wife’s 
attention, she is compelled to respond. 
There could be all sorts of reasons 
why she could not. It is our relation­
ship, built on love, that frees me to 
wait, to live in the “silence.” And so it 
is with God. Rather than be discour­
aged or resentful, I keep on coming to 

Him for the sake of the 
relationship, knowing 
He is there, though He 
may be silent at the 
moment.

God's silence may 
also be a signal that I 
have entered into a sig­
nificant time in my life 
that calls for reassess­
ment and change. God 
has stepped back, so to 

speak, knowing that the worst thing He 
could do at this point would be to inter­
vene and exempt me from the learning, 
growing process.

How often my wife, Vi, and I have 
watched and waited from a distance 
w hile  our ch ild ren  have w orked 
through some issue, project, or prob­
lem. To have intervened and done it 
for them would have damaged them, 
not helped them. Though we were 
“ silent” to their pleas for help, we 
loved them no less and were ready to 
help if they became overwhelmed.

As you pray in the midst of God’s 
silence, it is grace to know that God 
is in the silence.

God has stepped 
back, knowing that 
the worst thing He 
could do would be 

to intervene.

dence in clergy, and trust in churches.
20. Twice as many new businesses 

are started by women as by men.
21. Through “mancipation.” some 

males have a chance to become de­
cent human beings— provided they 
adopt “femalethink.”

22. Unisex marches on: genderless 
undergarments are increasing in sales, 
more men color their hair, fashion 
shows now include men in skirts, 
kilts, and sarongs. A million men 
have adopted the typically female eat­
ing disorders of bulimia and anorexia.

23. Spiritually hungry Americans 
are turning to all sorts of religions for 
support. Some businesses provide yo­
ga and meditation breaks. Or, you can 
use the services of MantraPhone or 
TeleTrance. Or if one’s self-esteem is 
having a bad hair day, you can get 
some positive feedback through Dial- 
a-Compliment.

24. Americans attend more than
500.000 kinds of support groups.

25. Television is the number one 
time w aster— now th e r e ’s a flash! 
Video games are number two.

26. Fax charges make up 36 per­
cent of the typical business phone bill.

27. Celebrities have such raunchy 
lives that the advertisers are having 
trouble selling products they endorse.

28. People feel so “ unsafe" that 
private cops outnumber public police 
by 2.5 to 1.

29. The angels boom is being fol­
lowed with a rash of books and films 
about the demonic as our belief in the 
spirit world turns to the dark side.

30. Comics for kids? Half the sales 
of comic books are to men over 25.

31. “Egonomics” is the name given 
to the surge in personalized marketing 
that pertains to everything from vanity 
license plates to personalized credit 
cards to demanding personal service 
from banks, restaurants, and churches.

32. Forty-seven percent of women 
and 37 percent of men a ttended  
church during the past week.

33. Last, but certainly not least. 
Women are getting bigger, having 
added 2.1 pounds apiece since 1993. 
One-third of all American women 
now require a size 14 or larger!

Thirty-three trends for your infor­
mation and inspiration. Who could 
ask for anything more?
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—  General 
Superintendent’s VIEWPOINT
Looking Back—Looking Forward

S
oon I will come to the end of my 
active m in is ter ia l  career. It 
strikes me that if a person is al­
lowed to get older, then retire­
ment is a privilege. Occasionally 
I’ve been told that the Bible says 
nothing about retirement and, 
therefore, a minister should not take the 

prospect too seriously. It is true that a 
great number of our churches have 
been blessed with the pastoral service 
of seasoned, mature, and experienced 
preachers who have gone well beyond 
the time people normally retire. Indeed, 
it is uncertain what many of our smaller 
churches would do without these men 
and women of God.

But the Bible does speak of retire­
ment. Are not the Levites of the Old 
Testament, with their particular assign­
ments, the forerunners of those in pas­
toral ministry? In Numbers 8:23-26, 
these interesting directives are found: 
“The L o r d  said to Moses, This  applies 
to the Levites: Men twenty-five years 
old or more shall come to take part in 
the work at the Tent of Meeting, but at 
the age of fifty, they must retire from 
their regu la r service and work no 
longer. They may assist their brothers 
in performing their duties at the Tent of 
Meeting, but they themselves must not 
do the work”' ( n iv ).

With the assurance that retirement 
fits into God’s plan for my life, I have 
dared to look back and reflect on my 
years as a minister in the church. I have 
come to these two conclusions:

1. The pastoral ministry is, without 
question, the norm for fulfillment in 
ministerial service. There are many other 
assignments befitting a preacher of the 
gospel, but the privilege of shepherding 
a flock, preaching on a regular schedule.

by Jerald D. Johnson

and overseeing the work of a local 
church stands above any other ministry.

2. I am convinced that some choice 
laypeople whom I was privileged to 
serve had a greater impact on my life 
than I did on theirs. Many times I was 
encouraged by their words and actions. 
It has occurred to me that if laypeople 
could see the life-shaping results of 
their contributions to the pastoral min­
istry, we would have fewer dropouts 
and more long-term pastorates with 
stronger churches. How frequently it 
has been implied, if not said, that great 
pastors make great churches. However, 
this should be added— great churches 
make great pastors.

I am not advancing the idea that 
everyone should retire at age 50. Fortu­
nately, our society allows many years 
of ministry beyond that date. I am adA 
vocating that, for the years of health 
granted God’s servants, our people rec­
ognize their privilege to make it possi­
ble for these individuals to experience a 
full career without the traumas that par­
sonage families sometimes face for lack 
of love and support.

I plan to be a happy retiree. On Sun­
day I intend to sit up front, pay my tithe, 
and model my churchmanship after that 
of some of the outstanding laypeople I 
have known and served. I not only will 
want but also will need a pastor. I trust 
my pastor will feel he needs me as well. 
I desire that my pastor 
conclude his years of 
service with the same 
sense of satisfaction 
and fulfillment as I.
This alone makes the 
prospect of becoming 
a retiree very attrac­
tive. Hi

IF LAYPEOPLE COULD SEE

THE LIFE-SHAPING RESULTS

OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS

TO THE PASTORAL MINISTRY,

WE WOULD HAVE FEWER

DROPOUTS AND MORE LONG­

TERM PASTORATES WITH

STRONGER CHURCHES.
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T he R eaders W rite

H erald  as Contemporary Tool
The Herald o f Holiness continues being a most usable tool 

in presenting Christ to our hurting fellow humanity. I have 
been reading letters criticizing you for your content and for­
mat. Too often change is resisted not because the new is 
wrong but merely because it is different. Change is a chal­
lenge. 1 find it tremendously supportive to find the unchang­
ing biblical truths clothed in contemporary language capable 
of communicating without requiring a knowledge of Nazarene 
terminology.

My personal experience facilitating recovery and growth 
workshops, as well as working with a court system, is that 
many, if not most, people outside of the church either do not 
understand or misinterpret our church verbiage. Whether we 
are talking in terms of relationships, addictions, divorce, mar­
riage, heaven, hell, or the Second Coming, the vital aspect is 
the presentation of Jesus as the source of the solution to the 
problem. . . . The more I study the writings of Paul and John, 
the more I realize that they were writing in the vernacular of 
their day, utilizing analogies, examples, and references that 
were meaningful to their recipients.

Call it sin, disobedience, mistakes, or inappropriate behav­
ior. all refer to the act and state of being in opposition to God. 
Truth remains truth regardless of the words used to express 
that truth. Thank you for continuing in the New Testament 
tradition of presenting Jesus in contemporary formats.

Boh Zangger  
Las Vegas. Nev.

Sexual Addiction
1 want to express my gratitude to the Herald of Holiness for 

printing the articles related to sexual addiction in January. My 
husband is recovering from an addiction to pornography and 
masturbation. For 15 years of our marriage, we struggled to 
understand this problem without any "name” for it and no 
handles on getting any help. 1 am sure there are many homes 
that are suffering privately from this dysfunction and have not 
been able to find anyone who talks about it in the church. It 
was especially good to have an article from the wife’s per­
spective. The codependent relationship necessitates address­
ing her needs as well.

As a lifelong Nazarene. I was totally unable to integrate an 
understanding of addiction in the life of a professing Christian 
with my holiness training of victory over sin. . . . Some things 
are not eliminated immediately by the crisis experience of 
Spirit-fulIness and take special professional help and much 
patience for complete recovery. How encouraging it is to have 
a periodical that will not avoid these sensitive areas! You are 
meeting needs! God is able to accomplish His purpose even in 
setting captives free from addictions!

N am e W ithheld

Realistic
Just wanted to send a comment on “Masculine Journey” by 

Mark Metcalfe. He is realistic.
I hope you continue to run his column. . . .  It has been so 

good, and I have heard so many favorable remarks on his 
writing.

The Herald gets better each month.
Lois Andre  
W ollaston. Mass.

From Generation to Generation
Eleanor Welch of Seattle, Wash., sends 

this picture of her granddaughter, Holly 
Anderson Hoekman, and great-grandson, 
Brent Hoekman, engrossed in the Herald. 
What Bible verse applies to this picture? 
"Go thou and do likewise” comes to mind 
(is that a Bible verse, really?).

continued on page 18
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BACK TO THE GOSPEL:
Depoliticizing 

the Church in ’96

T
his pas t  y ea r  w e c e l e ­
b ra ted  the 5 0 -y e a r  a n ­
niversary  o f  the end o f  
W o r ld  W a r  II .  I w a s  
nine when the war end­
ed. I still rem em ber the 
euphoria  and jubila tion  
th a t  sw ep t  o v e r  San F ra n c isc o ,  

where I lived. I t ’s difficult to ex ­
plain to a younger generation the 
remarkable sense o f  unity and na­
t i o n a l  p u r p o s e  w e A m e r i c a n s  
shared back then.

N ow with Waco, R uby Ridge, 
Oklahom a City, and an increasing­
ly adversaria l politica l scene, as 
we approach the 1996 presidential 
e l e c t i o n ,  w e a re  a n a t io n  to rn  
apart. A nd tragically, the Church 
is r igh t at the ce n te r  o f  th is  in ­
creasingly shrill, d ivisive culture 
war.

O n the one side, a n u m b er  o f  
mainline Protestants seem to feel 
obligated to unquestioningly e m ­
brace the entire liberal democratic 
agenda. They seem to have almost 
a c o n g e n i ta l  n ee d  to  be  on the 
fo refron t o f  w h a tev er  is c o n s id ­
ered  soc ia l ly  o r  p o l i t ica l ly  p r o ­
gressive— without regard to bibli­
cal mandate.

Those on the Christian left who 
talk incessantly about inclusivity 
often support left-wing organiza­
tions that are anything but inclu­
sive. Organizations like the ACLU 
now raise their funds by vilifying 
Christians on the other end o f  the

by Tom Sine

po l i t ica l  sp ec tru m  as “ re l ig io u s  
f a s c i s t s , ” “ h a t e m o n g e r s , ” an d  
“pro-life terrorists.”

Eric  H offer,  in h is  b o o k  True  
B e lie v e r s ,  o b s e rv e d  th a t  “ m ass  
m o v e m e n ts  can rise  and  sp read  
without a belief in God, but never 
without a belief in a devil. Usually

O r g a n iz a t io n s  o n
THE RELIGIOUS RIGHT 

RAISE THEIR FUNDS JUST 
LIRE THOSE ON THE 
POLITICAL LEFT -B Y  

DEMONIZING THEIR FOES.

the s t ren g th  o f  the m ass  m o v e ­
ment is proportionate to the vivid­
ness and tangibility o f  its dev il .” 
A n d  th o s e  on  th e  p o l i t i c a l  le f t  
have made their devils both tangi­
b le  a n d  v iv id .  A n d  th e y  h a v e  
those on the religious right in their 
crosshairs.

On the other side, you ca n ’t be 
considered an Evangelical in most 
parts  o f  A m er ica  if  you a r e n ’t a 
righ t-w ing  R epublican . N ow here  
e l s e — A u s t r a l i a ,  N e w  Z e a la n d ,  
Canada, or Great Britain— do you

have to be a right-wing Republican 
or the equivalent to be considered a 
b o r n - a g a i n  C h r i s t i a n .  T h i s  is 
uniquely an American aberration.

Part o f  w ha t d r ives  the p o li t i ­
cization o f  the Evangelical M ove­
m ent in the U.S. is fear. Leaders 
on the  r ig h t  h a m m e r  A m e r ic a n  
evangelicals with the fear-generat­
ing c la im  th a t  th e re  is a l ibera l  
elite in W ashington, D.C., that is 
intent on laying siege to their fam ­
ilies, undermining their faith, and 
d es troy ing  the A m er ican  w ay of 
life. People w ho have never been 
in vo lved  in po li tics  b e fo re  have 
becom e h ighly  politic ized  out of 
th e ir  fe a r  fo r  th e ir  fam ily ,  th e ir  
faith, and their way o f  life. S om e­
how they have forgotten the Bible 
has told us that followers o f  Christ 
no longer have to fear.

A nd building on their fear o f  a 
liberal elite, o rganizations on the 
re l ig io u s  r ig h t  ra ise  th e i r  fu n d s  
j u s t  l ik e  th o s e  on  th e  p o l i t i c a l  
le f t— by d e m o n iz in g  th e i r  foes . 
And their enemies are just  as tan­
g ib l e  a n d  v iv id .  T h e y  in c lu d e  
“ p r o - c h o i c e  m a s s  m u r d e r e r s , ” 
“ a n t i - A m e r i c a n  l i b e r a l s , ” a n d  
“family-hating feminists.”

As the 1996 p res iden tia l  e le c ­
tion heats up, so does the inflamed 
rhe to r ic  and  n am e-ca l l in g .  A nd, 
regrettably, C hris tians  from  both 
ends o f  the political spectrum are 
right at the center o f  this divisive 
debate. And both groups o f  Chris­
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tians seem  m ore intent on trying 
to change society through politics 
than through the gospel o f  Jesus 
Christ.

This article is a call for the d e­
politicization o f  the Church and a 
return to the advancem ent o f  the 
gospel as the only force that can 
u lt im ate ly  transfo rm  lives, b ring 
moral renewal, and renew society. 
Let me explain how the increasing 
politicization o f  the Church ac tu­
ally  is u n d e rm in in g  the w ork  o f  
the gospel.

In recen t years ,  Billy  G raham  
has had increasing difficulty ge t­
ting mainline churches in the U.S. 
to su p p o r t  his c ru sad es  b ecau se  
being an “ E vange lica l” Christian 
has gotten so identified with a nar­
row, right-wing political view. Joe 
Stowell. president of M oody Bible 
College, confided to me that it has 
never been more difficult for him 
to share his personal faith in Jesus 
C hris t .  S tow ell  e x p la in e d ,  "T he  
difficulty is not the offense o f  the 
Cross. I find people drawn to Je ­
sus Christ.  T he diff icu lty  is that 
they are turned off by the offense

L  JESUS HAD BELIEVED 
THE WAY TO CHANGE 

SOCIETY WAS THROUGH 
POLITICAL ACTION,
HE WOULD HAVE 

JOINED THE ZEALOTS.

o f  r ig h t-w in g  politica l ideology. 
They are under the false illusion 
that they have to become Evangel­
ical Christians."

F o r  y ea rs ,  e v a n g e l i c a l s  h av e  
criticized mainline denominations 
fo r re ly ing  so m uch  on politics ,  
lobbying, and legislative action to 
try to change society. Many E van­
gelicals, even within these denom ­
in a t io n s ,  h a v e  a r g u e d  th a t  the  
gospel was getting lost in an in­
c r e a s in g ly  p o l i t i c i z e d  C h u rc h .  
Now the same thing is happening 
in Evangelical,  Charism atic ,  and

Pentecostal churches. They are in­
c reas in g ly  tu rn ing  to po li tics  to 
change society instead of relying 
on the gospel o f  Christ.

Looking back to the early ’70s, 
there was virtually no Evangelical 
involvement in the political arena. 
Back then. Evangelicals were try­
ing  to  c h a n g e  s o c ie ty  th ro u g h  
evangelism, church planting, and 
w orking with those in need. But 
as Evangelicals began to struggle 
with the Civil R ights M ovem ent 
and a range of issues from abor­
tion to world hunger, we were be­
ginning to discuss a view of social 
re s p o n s ib i l i ty  tha t  d ea l t  w ith  a 
b ro a d  ran g e  o f  is su es  tha t  w as 
nonpartisan and nonideological.

In those  d ay s ,  B illy  G ra h am ,  
Wheaton College, and Christianity  
T o d a y  w e re  at the  f ro n t  o f  the  
Evangelical  parade. And then in 
1978, seemingly out o f  nowhere, 
Jerry Falwell, the Moral Majority, 
and the New Religious Right took 
over  the Evangelical  parade and 
advocated changing society not on-

continued an page 12
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Roland M ille r

Money
by Knolan Benfield

M<

I
f  I only had the money . .

H o w  m a n y  t im e s  h a v e  
you heard yourself groan or 
whine that lament? “ If  only 
y o u  h a d  th e  m o n e y ,” y ou  
could  have solved m any  o f  
your problems.

I ’ve  said  it m an y  t im es ,  bu t I 
d o n ’t say it anymore. Well, I d o n ’t 
say it as often  as I used  to. No, 
I ’m  not rich— far from it. I t ’s just 
that w hen  I say 
it now, I always 
r e m e m b e r  h o w  
G od b lessed  me 
once sim ply b e ­
c a u s e  I d id  n o t  
have the money.

It w as a S u n ­
d a y  a f t e r n o o n .
M y m other tele­
phoned from the 
n e i g h b o r i n g  
tow n w here  she 
and Dad lived in 
r e t i r e m e n t .  She 
called to tell me 
that her brother,
my favorite uncle, had died unex­
pectedly.

We ta lk e d  fo r  a fe w  m in u te s  
and then she said that she and Dad 
w a n te d  to  d r iv e  o v e r  and  “ d i s ­
cuss” something with us. My wife 
and I knew something must be up, 
but we c o u ld n ’t im agine what it 
m ight be.

W hen my parents arrived at our 
h om e. M o th er  w as driv ing . Dad 
was having one o f  his “bad days.” 
H e ’d h a d  q u i t e  a fe w  o f  th e m  
since his last heart attack.

T he  “d iscu ss io n ” w as really  a 
request. Dad w asn ’t up to making 
th e  4 0 0 -m i le  d r iv e  f ro m  N o rth  
C aro l in a  to K entucky. T hey  had  
com e to ask me to drive M other to 
my uncle’s funeral.

M y p a ren ts  had  f ig u re d  it all 
out. Dad would stay at home with 
m y  w i fe  a n d  d a u g h t e r  w h i le  
M other and I drove to Louisville. 
We w ould be gone for two days. 
That was as quick as the trip could 
be  m ade . M o th e r  w a n te d  to get 
b a c k  as so o n  as she  cou ld .  She 
said, “I d o n ’t like to be away from 
your daddy for long.”

OTHER AND I SPENT 
ABOUT 15 HOURS 

TOGETHER, JUST THE 
TWO OF US IN THE CAR, 

DRIVING ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY.

That was only part o f  it, and I 
k n ew  it. B o th  m y p a ren ts  w ere  
concerned about asking me to be 
away from our small business for 
two days. M y wife and I owned a 
portrait photography studio. I was 
the only photographer, and we had 
several sittings over the next two 
d ay s .  W e c o u ld  ca ll  an d  try  to 
p o s tp o n e  th o se  s i t t in g s ,  bu t ,  as 
usual, we needed the money from 

t h e m ,  a n d  w e 
n e e d e d  it r ig h t  
then.

I w a n te d  to  
go. Uncle Bruce 
an d  I h a d  b ee n  
very close. I also 
f e l t  th a t  m y  
m o t h e r  m ig h t  
n e e d  m e  to  be  
there. Bruce was 
her only brother. 
N o w  M o t h e r  
was the only one 
left o f  her fam i­
ly-

D a d ’s h e a r t  
w as b reak ing .  T h ro u g h  tears he 
said, “I can no longer take care of 
y o u r  m o t h e r  by  m y s e l f .  H e re  
w hen she needs m e m ost,  w hen 
her only brother has died, I ca n ’t 
even m ake it to the funeral with 
her. Son, we need your help.”

I hated  to m iss those sittings, 
and we really needed the money. 
If  only I had the money, I 'd  fly us, 
o r  a t l e a s t  M o m  a n d  D a d ,  to  
Louisville. We could  fly out and 
back on the same day. I w ouldn’t 
miss but one day o f  work. If only I 
had  the m oney, I co u ld  buy the 
tickets to Louisville. If  only I had 
the money . . .

But I d id n ’t have the money. I 
felt like such a failure. It seemed 
like I never had the money! Now, 
just when my parents needed my 
help so much, I cou ldn’t afford to 
fly them out there. I felt that was 
the only real answer.

O f  course, I took my mother to 
the funeral. After all, I was the on­
ly one who could help. But I took 
h e r  in the car. We drove  out on 
M onday and back on Tuesday, and

continued on page 13
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DEPOLITICIZATION____________
continued from page 9

ly through politics but through a 
very right-wing brand of politics. 
Since then, more and more Evan­
g e l ic a l  ch u rc h e s ,  ju s t  like the ir  
m a i n l i n e  
counterparts ,  
s e e m  in te n t  
on t ry in g  to 
change  so c i­
e ty  t h ro u g h  
p o l i t ic a l  a c ­
tion. If Jesus 
had  believed 
the  w a y  to 
change  so c i­
e ty  w as  
th r o u g h  p o ­
litical action,
H e  w o u ld  
h a v e  j o i n e d  
the  Z e a lo ts .
O f  c o u r s e ,  
th e s e  c o n ­
s e r v a t i v e  
c h u r c h e s  
haven’t given up on preaching the 
gospel, but they seem to be looking 
more and more to partisan politics 
to change not only the political or­
der but moral and societal values 
as well. H a v en ’t Evangelicals a l­
w ay s  a rg u ed  w e c a n ’t leg is la te  
m o ra l i ty ?  D o e s n ' t  a c h a n g e  in 
moral values come only through an 
encounter with the living Christ?

In C E A SE F IR E : Searching  fo r  
Sanity in Am erica 's Culture Wars, 
I c h a l le n g e  E v a n g e l ic a ls  in the 
United States to learn from Evan­
g e lica ls  in o th e r  co u n tr ie s .  You 
simply d o n ’t find Evangelicals in 
Australia, N ew  Zealand, Canada, 
or Great Britain relying nearly as 
much on political action to trans­
fo rm  s o c ie ty  as m a n y  o f  t h e i r  
American counterparts do.

For example, the largest Evan­
g e l i c a l  o r g a n iz a t i o n  in G r e a t  
B r i t a in  is th e  E v a n g e l i c a l  A l ­
liance. The Alliance is 1.3 million 
m em b ers  s trong , re p re sen t in g  a 
b ro a d  sp ec tru m  o f  E v an g e l ica l ,  
C h a r i s m a t i c ,  an d  P e n t e c o s t a l  
churches . T hey  are aggressive ly  
c o m m i t t e d  to  t ry in g  to  im p a c t  
B r i t ish  so c ie ty  fo r  C h r is t .  A nd

they a ren ’t trying to do it primari­
ly through politics but through the 
gospel.

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  y o u  w i l l  f in d  
British Evangelicals planting new 
churches all over the British Isles.

T h ro u g h  e v a n g e l i s m  p ro g r a m s  
like the  A lp h a  O u tre a c h  d e v e l ­
oped  by British  A n g lican s ,  they 
are seeing thousands com e to vital 
faith in Christ. And the Evangeli­
cal A ll iance  is d ev e lo p in g  a n a ­
t i o n w id e  n e tw o r k  o f  t h o s e  i n ­
v o lv e d  in u rb a n  m i n i s t r i e s  
reaching  out to at-r isk kids, s in ­
gle-parent moms, and unem ployed

W h il e  EVANGELICALS IN 
BRITAIN ARE STRONGLY 
OPPOSED TO ABORTION, 

THEY ARE CONVINCED 
THAT 12 MILLION KIDS 

DYING FROM WORLD 
HUNGER EACH YEAR IS 
A PRO-LIFE PROBLEM.

dads  in L o n d o n ,  L iv e rp o o l ,  and  
Glasgow. Their com passionate so­
cial ministries are having a pow er­
ful witness for the gospel through­
out the British Isles.

But w hen  the E v an g e lica l  A l­
l i a n c e  d o e s  
seek  to  be a 
leaven in the 
political a re­
na, they have 
a very differ­
ent approach  
to  p o l i t i c a l  
a d v o c a c y  
th a n  th e  
C h r i s t i a n  
C o a l i t io n  in 
th e  U n i t e d  
S ta tes. First, 
th ey  are  d e ­
c id ed ly  n o n ­
p a r t i s a n  and 
n o n ideo log i-  
cal. They be­
l ie v e  C h r i s ­
tians need to 

be a prophetic presence speaking 
from outside o f  the divisive parti­
san  b a t t le .  In s te a d  o f  in f la m e d  
r h e to r i c  a n d  d e m o n i z i n g  th e i r  
foes, they believe the gospel calls 
them  to w ork  in the reconc il ing  
spirit o f  Christ.

Second, they believe the gospel 
c a l l s  th e m  to  a d d r e s s  a m u c h  
b ro ad er  range o f  issues than the 
politically correct issues of the re­
ligious right in the U.S., which is 
u s u a l l y  l i m i t e d  to  a b o r t i o n ,  
pornography, and gay rights. For 
example, British Evangelicals are 
d e c i s iv e ly  p ro - l i f e .  B u t  u n l ik e  
their A m erican counterparts, they 
d o n ’t believe abortion is the only 
pro-life issue. W hile Evangelicals 
in Britain are strongly opposed to 
abortion, they are convinced  that 
13 million kids dying from world 
hunger each year is a pro-life is­
sue too. And for them, the dram at­
ic i n c r e a s e  in d e a th s  f ro m  the  
heavy  m ark e t in g  o f  W estern  to ­
bacco products also qualifies as a 
p ro-life  issue. But British  E v an ­
gelicals believe their faith requires 
t h e m  to  s p e a k  o u t  on  a b ro a d  
ran g e  o f  o th e r  is su es  in c lu d in g
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w orld  hunger, relig ious freedom , 
hum an rights, the care o f  creation, 
Sunday trading laws, and care for 
the poor and the disabled.

W hen the Evangelical Alliance 
b e g in s  to  look  at an issue ,  firs t 
they do careful public analysis o f 
th a t  issue .  T h en  they  s tu d y  the 
S c r i p t u r e s .  T h e y  c o m e  d o w n  
w herever  biblical principle  does. 
Som etim es they are with the To­
ries; som etimes they are with the 
Labor Party. They are never with 
the sam e g ro u p  all the t im e b e ­
c a u se  they  b e l ie v e  the W ord  o f  
G od transcends partisan politics of 
both  the right and  left. Both the 
C hris tian  left and re lig ious right 
seem to define their views out of  
the ir  re spec tive  po litica l  id eo lo ­
gies instead o f  Scrip ture. I s n ’t it 
time for American Evangelicals to 
go back to the Bible to define our

sense o f  social responsibility?
During this overheated election 

year, I challenge American Evan­
gelicals to call for a cease-fire in 
A m e r ic a ’s cu lture  war. I am not 
suggesting we opt out but we re­
m em ber that Scripture calls us to 
try to change society, not through 
politics but through the good news 
o f the gospel o f  Jesus Christ. But 
when we do get involved political­
ly, l e t ’s fo l lo w  the  e x a m p le  o f  
B r i t i s h  E v a n g e l i c a l s  an d  u se  
Scripture instead o f  political ide­
ology of the right or left to define 
our stand. And when we do take a 
stand, le t’s do it in a way that re­
flects the reconciling spirit o f  Je ­
sus Christ— in a way that reflects 
G o d ’s lo v e  fo r  a w o r ld  an d  
C h r i s t ’s c o m m a n d  to lo v e  an d  
bless our enemies.

If  we do, G o d  will h o n o r  ou r

faithfulness to the gospel of  Jesus 
Christ, and we will see the Spirit 
o f the living God transform lives, 
fam ilies ,  and co m m u n itie s .  And 
we know from the past that when 
sp ir i tua l  renew al takes  p lace ,  it 
even impacts the social and politi­
cal spheres of  a nation. Shouldn’t 
w e as E v a n g e l i c a l  C h r i s t i a n s  
recommit our lives to the advance­
ment of  the living gospel o f  Jesus 
C h r i s t  as  th e  u l t im a t e  w a y  to  
change our society in this very di­
visive election year?
Tom Sine is a u th o r o f  CEASEFIRE: 
Searching for Sanity in 
America’s Culture 
Wars, Wm. B. Eerd- 
m ans, 1995. H e heads  
M u s ta rd  S ee d  A s so c i­
a tes  a n d  serves as a 
p ro fe ss o r a t Fu ller 
Theo log ica l Sem inary.

IF I ONLY HAD THE MONEY
continued from page 11

I missed the two days o f  work and 
lost som e m oney  in the process. 
But if I had to do it over, 1 would 
not change any o f  it.

If I had only had the money for 
th e  s h o r t  f l i g h t  to  L o u i s v i l l e ,  
M o th e r  and  I w o u ld  hav e  spen t 
very  little t im e together. S ince I 
d id n ' t  h av e  the  m o n ey ,  M o th e r  
and I spent about 15 hours togeth­
er, ju s t  the tw o  o f  us in the car, 
driving across the country.

We talked about everything! We 
ta lk e d  a b o u t  U n c le  B ru c e .  We 
talked about Dad. We talked about 
what it was like when she and Dad 
were “courting.” We talked about 
many o f  the funny things that had 
happened in our family when my 
sister and I were children.

Part o f  the time we just drove in 
silence, quietly enjoying each o th ­
e r ’s c o m p a n y .  T h e n  o n e  o f  us 
w ou ld  say so m eth in g ,  and  w e ’d 
talk  aga in  for a w h ile ,  l is ten ing  
and sharing.

We talked about how  G od had 
b l e s s e d  o u r  f a m i ly .  W e ta lk e d  
a b o u t  m y  d a u g h te r ,  a b o u t  life ,  
death, love, happiness. We talked

and talked and talked. We covered 
it all.

The more I think back on those 
delightful hours we had together, 
the more amazed I am at the many 
th in g s  we ta lk e d  ab o u t  on  tha t  
trip. Years later, 1 still recall things 
we discussed on that trip that I had 
not remembered before.

B u t  I DIDN’T HAVE THE 
MONEY. I FELT LIKE SUCH A 
FAILURE. IT SEEMED LIKE I 

NEVER HAD THE MONEY!

On the way back, we stopped at 
a restaurant. I called home to tell 
the folks when to expect us. Dad 
asked how M other was doing. “ I 
can see her sitting at the table,” I 
said. “ S he’s doing just fine.” 

Before we left the restaurant, I 
asked if she wanted me to fill our 
Thermos bottle with coffee for the 
rest o f  our trip.

“ N o ,” she said , "I d o n ’t th ink 
I ’d better drink any more coffee.

That might be what's  causing this 
pressure in my chest.”

We left the restaurant and drove 
on into the night.

M o th e r  a lw a y s  h a d  a g re a t  
sense of humor. She and I began 
to laugh about something she had 
said. We laughed until tears came 
to our eyes.

Later, near the end of our jour­
ney together. M other said, “ You 
know, this has been a pleasant trip. 
I ’ve enjoyed it as much as anyone 
could enjoy a trip like this.”

So had I. Fifteen hours togeth­
er— just the two of us. We hadn't 
spent that much time together in 
years. Maybe never. And we never 
w o u ld  a g a in .  M o th e r  lo s t  c o n ­
sciousness the next night and died 
two days later.

“ If I only had the money . . .” 
T h an k  You, G od , that 1 did  no t 
have the money to fly my parents 
to Louisville. Thank You. God, for 
those precious and last hours with 
m y m other .  If  I ' d  on ly  had the 
money, I would have missed that 
tim e with her that has g iven me 
such com for t  and all these t re a ­
sured memories.

Thank You, God, for the gift of 
not enough money. ^
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N ews
P re p a re d  by Herald S ta ff  an d  th e  N a z a re n e  N e w s  S e rv ic e

Caravan Begins 50th Anniversary at Scotland Celebration

Children participate in an outdoor activity at the special kickoff rally to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of Caravan in Stranraer, Scotland.

Caravan began a year-long celebration 
of  its 50th anniversary with a special 
kickoff rally in Stranraer, Scotland, ac­
cording to Kathy Hughes, general Car­
avan coordinator. More than 400 per­
sons attended the rally, which served as 
the official beginning of  the anniver­
sary year. The rally included Caravan 
leaders and participants from across the 
British Isles North District. Hughes at­
tended the rally and presented a special 
anniversary certificate to Pat MacDon­
ald, district Caravan director.

British Isles was one of  a few d is­
tricts that participated in a pre-Caravan 
program developed in the early 1930s, 
according to Hughes. In the mid-1940s, 
representatives from California, Michi­
gan, and Kansas City met to design 
what eventually  became the Caravan 
program. The first Caravan guidebooks 
were printed in 1946. and Caravan was 
bom.

"We wanted to kick off our celebra­
tion in the British Isles because these 
people were involved from the very be­
g inn ing ,” Hughes said. “Pat and her 
c o u n c i l  s e rv e d  as h o s ts  and  d id  a 
tremendous job  in celebrating this im­
portant milestone."

A ccord ing  to H ughes,  the British 
Isles North District has one of  the most 
organized and involved Caravan m in­

istries in the denom ination. All local 
Caravan directors m ust go through a 
train ing program  before sta rt ing  the 
ministry in their churches. The district 
also field-tested some new options cur­
rently under consideration by the Cara­
van office. The district also provides 
uniforms for all Caravan participants, 
which are handmade by a Nazarene la­
dy on the district.

A highlight o f  the 50th anniversary 
year will be Caravan Sunday in Octo­
ber. Churches have been asked to par­
ticipate in a special 50th anniversary 
offering, which will be used to provide 
health and education services to home­
less children and their families through 
N azarene C om pass ionate  Ministries.  
Twenty percent o f  the offering will be 
used  to he lp  in te rn a t io n a l  C a ra v an  
g roups  a t tend  the firs t  in te rna tiona l  
Caravan Jamboree to be held at Golden 
Bell, Colo., in the summer of  1998.

The anniversary year will end with a 
celebration at the 1997 General Assem­
bly and Conventions in San Antonio, 
Tex., next summer.

Special 50th anniversary information 
packets were sent to every local church 
this sum m er.  For m ore in fo rm ation ,  
contact the general Caravan office at 
816-333-7000, ext. 2242.

PLNC Receives 
$1 Million Gift
Point Loma Nazarene College has re­
ceived a $1 million gift toward the con­
struction of  the college’s new 70,000+ 
square foot commons, according to Jim 
Bond, P LN C president. The donation 
w as m ade  recen tly  by N az a ren e  lay 
couple Daryl and Vicki Nicholson of 
Porterville, Calif.

Groundbreaking ceremonies for the 
facility  were held May 1 1 as part of 
commencement weekend activities.

B o th  D ary l  and  V ick i  g r a d u a te d  
from PLNC when the cam pus was in 
Pasadena. They are members of Porter­
ville Church of the Nazarene and have 
two daugh ters ,  Am y, who g raduated  
from PLNC in 1995, and Stacie, who 
will be a senior in the fall. President 
Bond announced that the building will 
be named after the Nicholsons in honor 
o f  their significant gift.

The $13 m illion  co m m o n s  will be 
constructed between the Ryan Library 
and Learning C en te r  and the C ooper 
Music Center and is a significant part 
o f  the  c o l l e g e ’s c e n te n n ia l  c a m p u s  
m aster  plan. Cons truc tion  began this 
summer and will take an estimated 15 
to 18 months. The com m ons will be­
come the centerpiece of  the campus and 
will house administrative and student 
government offices, food services, the 
b o o k s to re ,  w e l ln ess  ce n te r ,  ex p re ss  
store, coffeehouse, and numerous other 
benefits for student and campus life.

Daryl and Vicki Nicholson with PLNC Presi­
dent Jim  Bond at groundbreaking cere­
monies for PLNC’s new $13 m illion com­
mons.
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At the TEACH Conference in Nashville, Sunday School Ministries Director Talmadge John­
son (fa r right) presents a Second Mile Award to Jan Forman, a Tennessee District Sunday 
School leader, for instituting the “It's Your Serve” training sessions on his district. Looking 
on are (I.) Barney Baggott, assistant to the Tennessee District superintendent, and Millard 
Reed, president of Trevecca Nazarene University.

Goodwin Elected to Book 
Committee

Debbie Salter Goodwin 
h as  b e e n  e l e c t e d  t.o 
serve on the Nazarene 
Book C o m m ittee ,  a c ­
cording to Michael R. 
E s te p .  C o m m u n i c a ­
tions Division director. 
G oodw in  was e lec ted  

to fill a vacancy created following the 
resignation of Neil Wiseman.

A g radua te  of  S ou thern  N azarene  
U n iv e rs i ty .  G o o d w in  has  se rv e d  as 
ch i ld ren 's  director at Bethany, Okla., 
First Church of  the Nazarene; assistant 
professor o f  speech and drama at Olivet 
Nazarene University; and editorial d i­
rec to r  for the D epa r tm en t  o f  Youth. 
She serves as coauthor of  the column 
"Q ues t ions  and A nsw ers ."  in C ross- 
W alk, a w eekly  take-hom e paper  for 
teens. She has also written for several 
other publications.

Goodwin lives in Centralia. Wash., 
where her husband. Mark, serves as se­
nior pastor o f  Centralia Church of the 
Nazarene.

Workers May 
Contribute to NCM
U.S. federal,  postal,  and military per­
sonne l  m ay  c o n t r ib u te  to N az a ren e  
Compassionate Ministries through the 
annual C om bined  Federal Campaign, 
according to Christy James, NCM CFC 
coordinator.

During the annual fall CFC, federal 
employees are given an opportunity to 
contribute to charitable organizations 
through payroll deductions. NCM, Inc., 
is a p a r t ic ip a t in g  o rg a n iz a t io n .  The 
CFC identification number for NCM is 
2018.

Jam es says that many corporations 
also allow em ployee contributions to 
NCM through payroll deductions in an­
nual United Way campaigns. “Employ­
ees may ask for permission to write in 
NCM as a United Way recipient if they 
wish," James said.

NCM  provides assistance and relief 
to children and adults in 111 world ar­
eas. For information, contact James at 
P .O . Box 2 4 8 3 7 ,  K a n sa s  C i ty ,  MO 
64131.

More than 9,000 persons attended 24 
TEAC H  C onferences during the past 
year, according to Talmadge Johnson, 
Sunday School Ministries director. The 
conferences, held throughout the U.S.. 
w ere  s p o n s o r e d  by S u n d a y  S choo l 
Ministries in partnership with Nazarene 
Publishing House (W ordA ction  Pub­
lishing Co.) and NY1 Ministries.

“The objective of  each conference 
was to bring about a renewal o f  the 
mission of  the Sunday School to touch 
lives through personal care and the dis­
covery of  G od 's  Word," Johnson said.

C onference speakers included Bill 
Sullivan, Stan Toler, Lyle Pointer, and 
Johnson. The video Sunday School: A

Nearly 130 cartons of medical supplies 
w ere  r e c e n t ly  sh ip p e d  to  T h a i la n d  
through Nazarene Compassionate Min­
istries, Inc. The cartons were sent to 
Surasinghandad Hospital in Aranyapra- 
thet, Sakew, which is located about 200 
k i lom ete rs  east o f  Bangkok, the n a ­
tion's capital.

Sam Yangmi. NCM coordinator in 
Thailand, worked with the hospital to 
c lear  the sh ipm ent through customs. 
The hospital donated some of the sup­
plies to Yangmi for use in medical clin-

P lace W here Som ebody C ares  was a 
highlight o f  the conferences. Sessions 
also included workshops for children, 
y o u th ,  and  ad u l t  w o rk e r s ,  S u n d a y  
School superintendents, and pastors.

" T h e  T E A C H  C o n f e r e n c e  s t a f f  
demonstrated unity and commitment in 
connecting with visionary leadership 
among pastors and lay workers," John­
son sa id .  "T h e  l e a d e r s h ip  te am  o f  
R a n d y  C lo u d ,  M ir ia m  H all ,  F red  
F u l le r to n ,  D av id  F e l te r ,  and  M ark  
Gilroy, along with a strong staff that in­
cluded Sunday School Ministries, NYI 
M in is tr ies ,  and M edia In terna t iona l 
personnel, did an outstanding job with 
presentations and services."

ics am o n g  the Hill T ribe  p eo p le  in 
northern Thailand.

In addition to basic hospital supplies 
such as crutches, disposable gloves, sy­
ringes, and bandages, the shipment also 
included surgical, orthopedic, and labo­
ratory supplies.

The supplies were collected and pre­
pared by a volunteer group of  Naza- 
renes led by Liz Murtland of  Nampa, 
Idaho. Northwest Medical Teams Inter­
national assisted in processing and de­
livery of the shipment.

NCM Provides Medical Supplies to Thailand

TEACH Conferences Draw Many Across Nation
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World Mission Radio Be­
gins New China Broadcast
In conjunction with the 50th anniver­
sary o f  W orld  Mission Radio, a new 
broadcast is being launched in China 
this year, according to Michael R. Es­
tep. Communications Division director. 
The broadcast will be targeted specifi­
cally at China's  college-age students.

The m in is try  o f  the new C am pus  
Tonight broadcast will address issues of 
relevance to these students with the ul­
timate goals o f  evangelism and disci- 
pleship, Estep said. The program is de­
signed to be a fas t-m oving magazine 
format that will include interviews, tes­
timonies. and discussions of  problems 
and issues facing s tudents.  The p ro ­
gram will also include music, as well as 
news from outside China.

A ccord ing  to Estep, the ha lf-hour  
segm ents  are being written and p ro ­
duced by a team o f  students, teachers, 
and broadcas te rs ,  m ost o f  whom  are 
former residents o f  mainland China.

C am pus T on igh t will be broadcast 
from shortwave transmitters at two dif­
ferent locations, making it possible to 
blanket the entire nation o f  China. It 
will be aired at 10 p . m . daily.

"The potential of Cam pus Tonight is 
both exc iting  and s tagger ing ."  Estep 
said. “The cost for these daily prim e­
time broadcasts is very high. However, 
th ro u g h  the g en e ro s i ty  o f  N azarene  
Youth  In terna t ional  ac ross  the U.S.. 
$143,000 was raised last year for the 
new b roadcas t .  T h is  will a s su re  the 
launching of  the project,  but the sup­
porters of World Mission Radio will be 
partners in the ongoing project."

Single Adults Gather During Memorial Day Weekend

Singles from across the Midwest gather during a 1996 Memorial Day Weekend SoloCon 
sponsored by Single Adult Ministries.

A b o u t  575  s in g le  a d u l t s  a t te n d e d  
Memorial Day Weekend SoloCons in 
California, Florida. Indiana, and Okla­
homa, according to Linda Hardin, Sin­
gle Adult Ministries coordinator. Par­
ticipants also included members from 
Free Methodist and Baptist churches.

S p e c ia l  s p e a k e r s  in c lu d e d :  T im  
G reen .  S o loC on  W est (C a l ifo rn ia ) ;  
Rick Page, SoloCon Deep South (Flori­
da); Gary Haines, So loCon M ideast 
(Indiana); and Rex Bullock, SoloCon 
Midwest (Oklahoma).

In addition to the general sessions, 
each  S o loC on  fea tu red  a va r ie ty  of

workshops and times of  recreation.
Participants at the SoloCon Mideast 

raised more than $2,000 for Abraham 
Athialy, missionary to the Philippines. 
More than $400 was raised at the Solo­
Con Midwest for compassionate m in ­
istries work in Russia.

“One of the major benefits of Solo­
Con is the feeling of acceptance as sin­
gle adults from all walks of life come 
together for a weekend of  relaxation, 
renewal, and spiritual developm ent."  
Hardin said. “ Friendships are formed 
d u r in g  the w e e k e n d  tha t  g row  into 
longlasting relationships."

Project to Focus on Youth Resources
The 1996-97 NY1 Mission Project will 
focus on raising funds to produce youth 
ministry resources for world 
a r e a s ,  a c c o r d in g  to Fred  
Fullerton, NYI Ministries di­
rector. The project,  “Words 
to the World," will assist in 
the production of  resources 
that are up-to-date and cu l­
turally specific.

" A s  y o u th  w o rk e rs  in 
N orth  A m e r ic a ,  we s o m e ­
times face a resource glut."
Fullerton said. "The fact that 
youth ministry resources are 
scarce or nonexistent often 
seems unimaginable to most 
of us. Yet, many world area youth lead­
ers battle this dilemma.”

H Y I
MfSSIOK FR1JECT

NYI Ministries is preparing materi­
als to help promote the project in the 

local church. The promotion­
al materials will also include 
a video presentation showing 
the need and opportunity to 
serve others through the o f ­
fering.

"Y oung  people are b o m ­
barded every day with new 
ways to spend their money,” 
Fullerton said. "This offering 
will be one of many such op­
t io n s .  P ray  th a t  N a z a re n e  
youth w orldwide will view 
this project as an opportunity 
to serve one another and that 

they will jo in  together to accept this 
challenge.”

Nazarene Telenews 
816 - 333-8270 

On the 
World Wide Web

http://www. nazarene.org
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Graduations Continue at Nazarene Colleges/Universities
Here is a continuation from last month 
o f  the  r e p o r t s  f ro m  g r a d u a t io n s  at 
Nazarene colleges/universities.

E A S T E R N  N A Z A R E N E  
C O L L E G E  (E N C )
More than 200 students received d e ­
grees during commencement cere­
monies at Eastern Nazarene C ol­
le g e  M ay  27. D e g r e e s  w ere  
presented to 210 students, includ­
ing 16 master's  degrees, 94 tradi­
tional undergraduate degrees, I I 
associate degrees, and 84 bachelor 
d e g r e e s  f ro m  the  a d u l t  d e g re e  
c o m p le t i o n  p r o g ra m  ( L E A D ) .
Two others received associate de­
grees from the LEAD program.

General Superin tendent James
H. D ie h l  p r e s e n te d  the  c o m ­
m encem ent address. Diehl cha l­
lenged the graduates to follow the 
example of  Jesus by taking up the 
towel of servanthood.

During the ceremonies, Stephen 
W. Nease was honored with presi­
dent emeritus status. Nease served 
as p r e s id e n t  o f  E N C  f ro m  1980 to 
1989. Prior to this, he served as presi­
dent o f  Mount Vernon Nazarene Col­
lege, S outhern  N azarene  University , 
and Nazarene Theological Seminary.

M O U N T  V E R N O N  N A Z A R E N E  
C O L L E G E  ( M V N C )
Mount Vernon Nazarene College pre­
sented degrees to 241 students during 
com m en c em en t  ce rem onies  May 20. 
Nina G. Gunter, general NWMS direc­
tor, presented the com m encem ent ad­
dress.

Honorary degrees were presented to 
the late L. Thom as Skidm ore, Bruno 
Radi, and Novice Morris.

Judge S kidm ore received an hon ­
orary  d o c to r  o f  laws degree  p o s th u ­
m o u s ly .  S k id m o r e  w as  an o r ig in a l  
m e m b e r  o f  th e  M V N C  B o a rd  o f  
Trustees and served as a probate and 
juvenile court judge in Medina, Ohio. 
He a lso  se rv e d  as a m e m b e r  o f  the 
General Board. Skidmore died of  can­
cer this past year.

Radi received an honorary doctor of 
divinity degree from MVNC. He serves 
as director o f  the South America R e­
gion.

Morris served as executive secretary 
and administrative assistant to four of

M V N C ’s five presidents. Twice named 
MVNC staff member of the year, she is 
a c h a r t e r  m e m b e r  o f  the  M V N C  
W om en 's  Auxiliary and served as its 
p re s id e n t  fo r  f ive years .  M orris  r e ­
ceived the honorary doctor o f  letters 
degree.

N A Z A R E N E  B IB L E  C O L L E G E  
(N B C )
Nazarene Bible College celebrated its 
27th commencement May 27. The col­
lege awarded 26 baccalaureate degrees, 
21 associate degrees, and 6 diplomas 
du r ing  c o m m e n c e m e n t  ce rem o n ie s .  
The com m encem ent address was pre­
s e n te d  by G e n e ra l  S u p e r in te n d e n t  
William J. Prince.

In addition to the degrees and diplo­
mas, NBC also presented an honorary 
doctor of divinity degree to Wilbur W. 
Brannon. As the d irec tor  o f  Pastoral 
M in i s t r i e s  fo r  the  C h u r c h  o f  the 
Nazarene since 1982, Brannon estab­
lished CoNET, a toll-free phone crisis 
line for ministers and their families; fa­
c i l i t a t e d  P A L C O N s ;  in i t i a t e d  the  
N azarene  w om en  clergy new sle tter ;  
and provided leadership in numerous 
ways to help pastors in their  a s s ign­
ments.

N A Z A R E N E  T H E O L O G IC A L  
S E M IN A R Y  (N T S )

F if ty -seven  s tuden ts  rece ived  d e ­
grees during the 49th commencement 
ce lebra tion  at N azarene Theologica l 
Seminary May 19. Three graduates re­
c e iv e d  d o c to r  o f  m in i s t ry  d e g re e s .

while 36 received m aster  o f  divinity 
degrees ,  14 received  m aste r  o f  re l i ­
g io u s  e d u c a t io n  d e g re e s ,  and  3 r e ­
ceived master of arts in missiology de­
grees.

In addition, one student received the 
master of arts degree in religious stud­

ies— the first degree presented in 
the new program. The degree was 
introduced in the fall of 1995.

Six students also received spe­
cialized study certificates includ­
ing two in chapla incy  ministry, 
one in cross-cultural ministry, one 
in church planting ministry, and 
two in youth ministry.

William M. Greathouse, gener­
al superintendent emeritus, pre­
sen ted  the c o m m e n c e m e n t  a d ­
dress. Greathouse also served as 
pastor, college professor, college 
president, and president o f  NTS 
during his 50 years of ministry.

S O U T H E R N  N A Z A R E N E  
U N IV E R S IT Y  (S N U )

Nearly  500  s tuden ts  rece ived  d e ­
grees during the 91st commencement 
ceremonies at Southern Nazarene Uni­
v e rs i ty  M ay 12, ac c o rd in g  to SNU 
P res iden t Loren G resham . G resham  
presented the commencement address 
to the 491 graduates and their families 
and friends.

Honorary doctorates were presented 
to Larry Jones, Jeannie M cCullough, 
and Ark Noel Jr. Jones is founder of 
Feed the C h i ld ren ,  an in te rna tiona l 
nonprofit Christian organization that 
provides food, clothing, medical equip­
ment, and other necessities to people 
who lack these essentials because of 
famine, drought, flood, war, or other 
calamities.

McCullough founded Women of the 
Word Bible studies in 1986. The min­
is t ry  g re w  f ro m  a sm a ll  g r o u p  at 
Bethany , Okla.,  First C hurch  of  the 
Nazarene, to a video and tape ministry 
that reaches thousands across the coun­
try and around the world on a weekly 
basis. McCullough’s husband, Melvin, 
is s e n io r  p a s to r  o f  B e th a n y  F irs t  
Church.

Noel serves as superintendent of the 
Southeast Oklahom a District.  He has 
also served as a mem ber of  the SNU 
Board of Trustees for nine years.

Spring 1996 graduates at MVNC express their joy and relief 
with “thumbs up.”
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I n a  W om an ’s V oice
THE READERS WRITE
continued from page 7

Lessons from 
the Log Ride

MARLO M . SCHALESKY

Mario M. Schalesky is a C hris tian  nove lis t 
a n d  free lance writer. S he  a n d  h e r p a s to r  
h u sba nd , Bryan, live in Gilroy, California.

T h e  c r e a k  o f  t h e  F e r r i s  w h e e l  called 
petulantly to the seagulls as we walked 
down the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk.
1 squinted into the hot California sun. 
Another 100 degree 
day.

Earlier, Christy had 
turned up her innocent 
six-year-old face and 
pleaded to go to the 
Boardwalk. So we for­
sook the comfort of air 
conditioning to brave 
the tortures of sun and 
surf.

With a sigh of relief, 
we reached the ride we 
had all been looking forward to—Log­
ger’s Run. I shaded my eyes as I looked 
at the twisting trail of canals far above. 
With a shriek of pure joy, the kids in 
one of the plastic logs plummeted to the 
end of the ride. Splash!

I smiled. Christy would love this 
ride. The water, the logs, the bumping 
along bright blue channels, the final 
plunge, the big splash—it was just the 
type of thing that suited her.

“Here we are. The log ride,” I said. 
“Are you ready, Christy?”

To my surprise, she answered, “No! I 
don’t want to go.” Then she crossed her

No! I don’t want 
to go.” Then she 
crossed her arms 
and pushed out 
her lower lip.

arms and pushed out her lower lip.
What had gotten into her? The heat? 

The fear of something new? I shook my 
head and let a frown creep over my 
face. How could she sit on the bench in 
the blistering sun and refuse to enjoy 
the best ride of all? It was crazy.

I opened my mouth to berate her for 
her foolishness, but God stopped me. 
“Why do you look at the speck of saw­
dust in your brother’s eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own 
eye?” (Matthew 7:3, n i v ) .

I cringed. God often asked me to 
plunge forward with what He wanted 
for me, to take a risk, to try something 
new with Him. But, like Christy, my 
tendency was to hang back, to sit on the 
bench while others enjoyed the ride.

Perhaps the uncomfortable and 
seemingly scary things that God was 

calling me to do would 
actually refresh me. I 
knew, too, that God 
would be with me the 
entire time, right there 
holding me tight as I 
bumped along in the 
channel of His will. So 
why had I allowed fear 
to keep me from the 
best rides of all? What 
had I been missing by 
my reluctance to do 

something new and join Hint on the 
“Logger’s Run” in my life?

“There they are.” Christy’s words 
startled me. Sure enough. The others 
came laughing down the steps, their 
pants wet, their hair dripping.

“That was great!” Bryan exclaimed, 
striding over to us, a grin still spread 
across his face. “You.guys should have 
come.”

Yes, we should have. And from now 
on, I will.

In the heat of everyday life, I can’t 
afford to miss any more log rides with 
God. Hi

Stuffy Manners
In regards to the “Question Box” re­

sponse about teens in caps (March 
1996). . . . With our world the way it is 
today and our children so filled with vi­
olence and hatred and anger, we should 
all praise God that teens are in our 
churches at all! No matter what they 
wear or how they look, they are there, 
and that is the opportunity for pastors 
and such to preach Jesus, not preach 
stuffy manners and old-fashioned eti­
quette. Stuffy, structured churches do 
such damage when they look at the out­
side and n o t . . .  the inside. Our Lord Je­
sus will accept these teens with hats on, 
and we are to be as Jesus. Did you know 
that in Jesus’ day, people worshiped 
barefooted! Would that be acceptable to 
you these days? . . .  I would suggest that 
you . . . take your eyes off the exterior 
baseball cap and get them back on to Je­
sus. . . . Preach Jesus to these young­
sters, and praise God they are here!

M argo K alfas 
Phoenix. A rii.

Recovery
The article written by Dr. Paul 

Fitzgerald of New Hope Ministries was 
so encouraging! I feel this is a ministry 
that each church should be working in 
our communities. Dr. Fitzgerald’s in­
sight into the needs of both Christians 
and non-Christians alike is very valu­
able to reaching a oneness with the 
Lord. I am praying that he will have 
some resources available in the near fu­
ture, as I am interested in starting a 12- 
step program of this sort in our church 
as an outreach for our hurting commu­
nity.

I encourage you to print more of these 
articles and to publish how home 
churches can find materials to start re­
covery programs in our own areas.

R ikki L. Kane  
A usable Forks. N.Y.

135 Percent!
Last year Ruby Nell Starnes headed 

the Herald o f Holiness subscription 
drive at the Denton Taylor Park Church. 
The goal of 48 subscriptions seemed 
impossible, but she was able to get 50. 
Ruby Nell led the campaign this year, 
and she was successful in obtaining 65 
subscriptions.

Bruce C ham berlain  
D enton. Tex.

Diehl, Hahn, and the Children
The June Herald is superb. Thanks 

for addressing the issue of ADHD chil­
dren. The pieces by Dr. Diehl and Dr.
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Masculine J ourney
Hahn are excellent as well. Thanks for 
your continued good work.

Brook Thelander  
P otom ac, III.

The Time Has Come
I feel the time has come for me to re­

mind you and your staff as to why some 
seniors (as I am) have a problem with the 
Herald. 1 fully realize you can only get so 
much information on X number of pages, 
but where do the seniors fit in other than 
deaths, retiree notices, etc.? T hat’s one 
question. My other two are as follows:

1. Y ou  h a v e  c h a n g e d  f ro m  a 
nonglare “paper?" to a glossy finish. It 
is hard to read an article without contin­
ually moving the page. . . .

2. Some of  your cover pages are fa r  
from the heading H erald  o f  Holiness. 
How about a front cover signifying ho­
liness?

1 guess I 'm  getting too old!
I am subscribing again and we'll see 

how this year "sets.” Thank you for lis­
tening.

A rba J. C onner 
F ort W ayne, Ind.

Pearl and Tulips
The artist’s drawing of  Pearl is great! I 

can just hear Pearl saying, “Why would 
anyone want a picture of an old lady like 
me in a m agaz ine?” Well, her friends 
know  the answ er.  She touched  many 
lives. The entire layout for “We Remem­
ber Pearl" (June 1996) is very well done.

Thank you, too, for your article, “T ip­
toe Through the Tulips .” I discovered 
these  tru ths  from  G o d ’s W ord  while 
still a Presbyterian. I traced the theme 
o f  “ch o ice” th roughou t Scrip ture and 
could not find a time when God took 
away m a n ’s freedom to choose. When 
we ca m e  to the  N a z a re n e  c h u rc h  in 
1 9 80 ,1 was thrilled to find a church that 
believed as I did.

Chip R icks  
Lom poc, Calif.

The ADHD Child
I love the H erald o f  H oliness and have 

since the first time I read it. It is a great 
magazine, and I read it from cover to 
cover as soon as I get it. Sometimes I get 
upset at myself for reading it through so 
fast. But then I go  over  it aga in  and 
make sure I d idn’t miss anything.

I wanted to tell you how much I ap­
preciate the articles in this issue (June), 
especially  “ Loving the A D H D  C hild” 
by M arie  C hase  and “ Do You Know 
My C h i ld ?” by Hazel M cClain . Both 
. . . really helped me to understand some 
things and to realize there are other peo­
ple w ho have gone  th rough  what we 
have. Thank you so very much.

C arol Stevens  
N ow ata. Okla.

Satisfaction
MARK METCALFE

Mark Metcalfe is a sen io r tech n ica l writer, 
husband , a n d  fa ther o f  fou r w h o  lives in 
N ashua, N e w  H am pshire .

Y e s t e r d a y , I w r o t e  d o w n  these words 
as I was driving to work: “God will sat­
isfy the hunger .” As I pondered  this 
statement, I thought about people who 
believe in God but whose faith is not as 
strong as it ought to be or as they would 
like it to be. I also thought of those who 
allow the things of life to crowd out the 
sense of closeness to God. I soon found 
m y s e l f  c o n fe s s in g  to 
G o d  a b o u t  t h i s — I 
don ’t rely on feelings a 
lot, but they can be ex­
trem ely  helpful from 
time to time.

W hen  I ask  m y se lf  
the  q u e s t io n ,  “ W h a t  
would I have the Lord 
do  fo r  m e ? ” I am 
t e m p te d  to  th in k  in 
terms of magic: “Make 
me th is  o r  m a k e  me 
that . . . just do it so I 
d o n ’t have to work at it." But when I 
believe I ’ll have to work at it to become 
what I think I ought to be, or to get 
what I think I want, I back off my re­
quest and say, “Let me think about this 
for a while.”

A friend of  mine says many people 
see  G o d  as so m e o n e  w ho  p ro v id e s  
food, clothing, and shelter. If  th e y ’re 
not getting  what they cons ider  to be 
com fortable am ounts o f  these basics, 
then God must be mad at them— pun­
ishing them, or gently reminding them 
that they haven 't  been properly atten­
tive to Him.

It is not a natural thing to hold a rela­
tionship with another being that you can­
not see— whom you must experience 
through faith. Yet it becomes more and 
more natural as our spiritual nature ma­
tures and our fleshly nature is denied. 
The hungering in my mind for som e­
thing deeper tells me that there is a lot 
more to life than food, clothing, and 
shelter that will only be dispensed if we 
push the right buttons in G od’s rat maze.

If I know my catechism , the ch ief  
end of man is to “glorify God and enjoy 
Him forever.” This seems to mean that 
we are called to "participate” in a rela­
tionship with Him, and to express our 
thanks for the gifts of life He provides. 
But we sometimes find ourselves say­
ing (by our  ac t io n s  ra th e r  than our  
w ords) .  "T h is  is m ine n o w — that is 
yours.”

In the archetypal marriage we w it­
ness a unity of persons in relationship. 
God created us for just this kind of kin­

ship with Him— to glo­
r ify  H im  and  en jo y  
Him forever in an inti­
mate, unified relation­
ship. It is difficult to be 
intimate with someone 
based  on a system  of  
r e w a rd  and  p u n i s h ­
ment. These may be ar­
tifacts of the nature of 
our  r e la t io n sh ip  with 
God, but to last it must 
go m uch  d ee p e r  than 
tha t .  It m us t  rev o lv e  

around unity and community (co-uni­
ty— basking in the presence of the one 
we love). It is here that we move from 
“ fire escape” conversion to devotion 
and gratitude for the love and comfort 
we have received.

God will satisfy the hunger, but He­
brews 11:6 says that He will satisfy on­
ly those who are in earnest; not merely 
the casual seeker. Those who look for 
magic will likely find their hunger re­
mains. But those who hunger and thirst 
for a loving, unified relationship with 
God will find themselves deeply satis­
fied. tfc

I t  is difficult to be 
intimate with 

someone based on 
a system of reward 
and punishment.
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CAN WE SAVE 
THE PASTORS?

A
m o n g  th e  i n g e n i o u s  
ach iev em en ts  o f  m o d ­
em  technology, perhaps 
none are hailed so high­
ly as those that are tout­
ed  as s a v in g  o r  c o n ­
s e r v in g  s o m e th in g  or

other.
There are the fuel savers for our 

cars, energy savers for our homes, 
fresh air savers for our cities, soap 
an d  w a te r  s a v e rs  fo r  o u r  d i s h ­
w a sh e rs  and  w a sh in g  m ach in e s  
— even "coupon  savers” for g ro ­
cery shoppers.

A s th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  t r a g i c  
k i l l in g  o f  a p o l ic e  o f f ic e r  in a 
nearby city, the police department 
is now installing what are being 
ca lled  “ cop  sav e rs”— v id e o c a m ­
eras— in their patrol cars.

P ro b a b ly  y o u  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  
about the need for "pastor savers.” 
L ikely  you though t  this “ sav ing  
s tu f f ’ (saving souls and salvaging 
lives) was the business of our pas­
tors and left it at that.

Incredible ev idence is pouring 
in, however, revealing disturbing 
data about today’s pastors. A ppar­
ently someone needs to rescue the 
rescuers.

A report by Hank W hittem ore  
in The Sunday O klahom an Parade  
m a g a z in e ,  say s  "T en s  o f  t h o u ­
sands o f  A m er ic a ’s clergy o f  all 
faiths find themselves burned out 
by the p ressures  o f  their  ca ll ing  
— and the num ber is growing.”

L o n d o n  and  W is e m a n  re p o r t  
g r im  s ta t i s t ic s  ab o u t  p a s to rs  in 
their recent book, Pastors a t Risk: 
80 percent feel the ministry affects 
their families negatively; 50 per­
cent felt unable to meet the needs 
o f  the jo b ;  90  p e rcen t  fe lt  they

by Stan Meek

were inadequately trained to cope 
with ministry demands; 70 percent 
say they have a lower self-esteem 
than when they started out; and 70 
percent do not have someone they 
consider a close friend. Forty per­
cent have considered leaving their 
pastorates in the last three months.

In Today's Pastors. George Bar- 
n a ’s research  exp lodes  the myth 
that pastors are excited about their 
m inistry  efforts. On the contrary, 
it reveals that pastors “are d isap­
pointed with much of what is tran­
spiring under their leadership and 
are greatly  frustrated in their ef-

CoNSCIENTIOUS PASTORS 
TAKE EVERY HURT TO HEART 

AND ARE CONSTANTLY ON 
THE RUN FROM ONE HURT 

TO ANOTHER.

Stan Meek has been a career pastor and 
now pastors the Pryor, Oklahoma, Church of 
the Nazarene.

forts  to serve G od  and  His p e o ­
ple.”

A cco rd in g  to Barna , the av e r ­
age tenure o f  a senior pastor is on ­
ly four years, and he states, “We 
appear to be losing many pastors 
a f te r  r e la t iv e ly  b r i e f  c a re e r s  in 
full-time ministry.”

L o n d o n  and  W isem an  q uo te  a 
pastor serving his first church  o f  
average size, saying, “ I spend enor­
m ous t im e rescu ing  peop le  from  
th e i r  s in s — sex u a l  p ro b le m s  o f  
every kind (rape, child abuse, sur­
roga te  pa ren tin g ,  sh a t te red  m a r ­
riages, homosexuality, sex educa­
t io n ) ,  a d d ic t i o n s  to  d ru g  an d  
alcohol, addictions to laziness and 
w ork , an o rex ia ,  an g e r  and  rage, 
s tunted personality  deve lopm ent,  
low self-esteem, and hopelessness.”

W h i t t e m o r e  n o t e d  t h a t  th e  
Sou thern  Baptist C onv en tio n  r e ­
ported in 1990 that, after materni­
ty benefits, the largest portion of 
the $64.2 m illion paid to pastors 
in m e d ic a l  c la im s  d u r in g  1989 
was for stress-related illness.

W hittem ore  also quotes  Peggy 
S h r iv er ,  h ea d  o f  a g ro u p  ca l led  
P rofessional C hurch  L eadersh ip , 
saying, “ I t’s clear that where a so­
ciety is in trouble, the pastor will 
be in t roub le .” T he stress in our 
contem porary culture is finding an 
easy target— today’s pastors.

A n  e x a m p l e  o f  th e  k in d  o f  
stress pastors live with m ay be il­
lustrated by a recent personal ex­
perience. I was asked by a former 
m em ber o f  our church to visit his 
son w h o  was in the co u n ty  jail .  
T h e  so n  h a d  a s e r io u s  f e lo n y  
charge against him. I gladly made 
those visits, but imagine my shock 
when at his trial, I cam e face-to-
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HIGHLY EDUCATED
Has a good education but knows enough  

not to let it show.

CONFLICT MANAGER
Alw ays a va ilab le  to reconcile  or referee as the 

situation dem ands— especia lly  at board m eetings.

WORSHIP LEADER
Knows how to encourage a spirit of w orship, even  
when the overhead projector is broken.

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Knows how to fin ish the  

business m eeting by n ine, even when  
the young people w ant a “ teen  
room ” in the church.

KNOWS AND LOVES THE 
MANUAL
Never far away from this holy book. 

Never violates any of the rules or 
guidelines— even during church elections.

numdERS CRUNCHER
Knows that the “ bottom lin e ” isn ’t 
just a num ber.

PRAYER WARRIOR
Spends so much tim e  in prayer, parishioners  
call him  "C am el k n ee s .”

PROFOUNDLY KNOWLEDGEABLE
Has read a ll the books in the theological 
lib raries, so doesn't need a ll that much tim e  
for study and sermon preparation.

CHEERFUL CHORE-DOER
Alw ays ready to handle any chore—  
from  changing the oil in the church 
van to c lean ing up those messy  

dishes from  the last young adult 
fe llow ship .

Expectations of the pastor seem to multiply as the job 
description grows more complex. We have probably left 
several pastoral “hats” out of this picture.

WEARS THE UNIFORM
At ease in the required dark suit. W ears  black 
and w h ite  w ithout looking like a penguin.

MATERIALLY AWARE
Is aw are  of w h a t’s happening in a m a teria lis tic , 
post-Christian w orld but doesn 't buy into the w orld 's  
philosophy.

READY FOR ANYTHING
Isn’t surprised by 
shares w ith him  in 
most of it before.

MULTICULTURALLY
COMPETENT
Can say “ God loves you 
and so do I ” in three  
different languages.

SKILLED FUND-RAISER
Knows w hat to do when  
offering p late  and a pledge  
instead of five loaves and 
fishes. Sets the exam ple  by 
matching the gifts of 
m illio n a ires  in the 
congregation.

ORGANIZED
In one day can m eet five  
parishioners for breakfast 
(three for lunch) and still 
have tim e  to prepare  
Sunday m orn ing ’s serm on, 
pick up the kids a fter school, 
meet w ith  the board, and serve as 
district secretary .

KINGDOM BUILDER
Can convert the sh ep h erd ’s staff into 
other tools w hen necessary.

ELECTRONICALLY 
CONNECTED
Knows how to gather m ateria ls  for 
sermons, send an E -m ail to every  
member of the church board, and 
maintain his stock portfo lio  
without ever leaving his study.

EVANGELIST
As a fish er of m en (o r w o m en) can lead (three tim es  
out of four) a soul to profession of fa ith  betw een the 
salads and desserts in the cafe teria  lin e .

COMFORT GIVER
Knows the value of high touch as 

w ell as high tech. Loves kids, 
even the ornery ones.

BIBLE-CENTERED
PREACHER

Preaches the W ord, the Holy 
W ord, and nothing but the  
W ord— NIV, of course.

Equally at
GOOD SPORT— PLAY LEADER

hom e in the pulpit or the softball d iam ond.



face with the “ v ic t im .” She was 
also assoc ia ted  with our church. 
W ho now shall I offer support to?

What Can Be Done?
What can ministers and congre­

gations do to prevent these terrible 
clergy casualt ies  and career su i­
cides? Certainly pastors must a s ­
sume individual responsibility for 
their own physical, emotional, and 
spiritual wellness. D isaster often 
d er iv e s  from  s im ple  neg lig en ce  
and inattention to com m onsense  
personal care.

A r c h ib a ld  H a r t ,  d e a n  o f  the  
graduate school of psychology of 
Fuller Theological Seminary, writ­
ing in L e a d e r s h ip  magazine, says, 
"M any of the problems pastors ex­
p er ien ce  arise  w hen  they forget 
they are p e r s o n s .  Forgetting this, 
they easily neglect themselves and 
start down the road to stress and 
burnout.”

A nd  in P a s s a g e s  o f  a  P a s to r ,  
C ecil  Paul c o n c u rs ,  say in g ,  "A

major source of stress in the minis­
ter is the neglect o f  his own human 
limitations, needs, and life tasks.” 

M ore often than not, ministers 
do n o t  in te n d  to n e g le c t  t h e m ­
se lv es  or th e i r  fa m il ie s  but get 
caugh t  on the d ead ly  m erry -g o -

R ople may expect their

PASTOR TO BE A LITTLE 
MESSIAH, BUT THERE IS 

ONLY ONE REAL MESSIAH, 
JESUS, THE CHRIST.

ro u n d  o f  m in is t e r ia l  b u s y n e s s .  
C onscien tious pastors take every 
hurt to heart and are constantly on 
the run from one hurt to another.

Pastors must get off this merry- 
go-round or risk cutting short their

m in is try  for God. E ugene  P e te r­
son. in T h e  C o n te m p la t iv e  P a sto r ,  
quotes  T heo d o re  H esburgh , say ­
ing, "C e m e te r ie s  are fil led  with  
in d isp en sab le  p e o p le — m en  and  
w om en w ithout w hom  the world  
could  not get a lo n g .” But so m e­
how it has.

Perhaps the greatest single need 
is for  pas to rs  to refill their  ow n 
spiritual wells. London and W ise­
m an state, “ Spiritual dryness and 
em otional s tarva tion  are o cc u p a ­
tional land mines for pastors who 
do  th e i r  w o rk  c o n t in u a l ly  in a 
w o r ld  o f  h a l f - h e a r t e d  c o m m i t ­
ments, moral bankruptcies, devas­
tating sins, and dysfunctional peo­
ple.”

Pastors  m ust engage  “ Sabbath  
k ee p in g ,” so li tude and p rayer  in 
some type of private, personal re­
treat. Eugene Peterson, writing in 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  T o d a y ,  say s ,  “ T h e  
world is in conspiracy to steal our 
Sabbath. It is a pickpocket kind of 
theft (nothing like armed robbery).

Serving the Servers
by Marlo M. Schalesky

Among the toughest jobs 
in the world can be that 
of leaders in the church. 

They become servants to all, 
and sometimes the pressures 
and expectations of ministry 
can discourage and threaten 
to defeat even the best 
leader. Pastors, small-group 
leaders, teachers, and other 
ministry leaders need the 
help and encouragement of 
others in their congregations.

So how can we serve 
those who minister to us? 
How can we encourage 
them, build them up, serve 
them so that they can be the 
ministers God wants them to 
be? Here are 10 suggestions 
of how we can serve the 
servers in our churches:
► 1. Pray fo r  your leaders 
specifically and individually.

Let them know that you are 
remembering them in your 
prayers. Ask them if there is 
anything in particular you 
can bring before God on 
their behalf. Ask to pray for 
them for a few minutes be­
fore service, small group, or 
Sunday School when they 
will be leading or speaking.
► 2. Express your appreci­
ation in writing. Send or give 
your leaders notes that tell 
them specifically what you 
appreciate. Did they deliver a 
particularly good message 
that helped you? Perhaps 
their attitude of caring and 
concern has touched you. • 
Tell them so. Let them know 
that you are thankful for 
their efforts.
► 3. Use your skills to 
make their lives easier. Are

you a mechanic? Offer to 
service their car. Do you 
cook well? Bring over a 
casserole or a plate o f  cook­
ies. Offer to clean their 
house, mow their lawn, or 
paint.
► 4. Give them an 
“evening on the town." O f­
fer to baby-sit the kids and 
give them tickets to the sym­
phony or a play. Or give 
them a gift certificate to one 
of  your favorite restaurants.
► 5. Squelch any gossip  
that comes your way. If you 
hear a negative comment, re­
spond with a positive one. 
Spread positive and encour­
aging words through your 
congregation or group. Never 
allow yourself to complain.
► 6. O ffer suggestions by 
saying. " I 'd  like to help by

. . rather than “You need 
to . . . "  If you think of an im­
provement that can be made, 
take the responsibility for the 
work involved to implement 
your idea.
► 7. Take your leader to 
lunch, on you. Ask questions 
about how he or she is doing 
and feeling. Let him or her 
talk about his or her dreams 
and goals for ministry. Stop 
yourself  from talking about 
yourself. Instead, spend the 
time listening attentively.
► 8. O ffer to “substitute” 
so he or she can take a 
break. Teach a class, help 
with some administrative du­
ties, offer to do some re­
search for an upcoming les­
son or talk.
► 9. Tell them how their 
ministry is affecting you per-
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an d  we a r e n ’t a w a re  o f  it un ti l  
long after its occurrence.”

He w arns that this can happen 
not only with the Sabbath day but 
with “all the Sabbath elements of 
our lives— the things G od has in­
tended to use to ‘rest o n e ’ and ‘re­
n e w ’ us."

Solitude  is another o f  the classi­
cal m ethods for spiritual renewal 
that pastors must rediscover in to­
d a y ’s no isy  and  c lu tte red  world. 
Henri N ouw en  states s im ply that 
“ w ith o u t  so l i tude ,  it is v ir tua l ly  
im possib le  to live a spiritual life 
. . . we do not take the spiritual 
life seriously if we do not set aside 
some time to be with G od and lis­
ten to H im .”

Then pastors, like laity, are too 
o f te n  f a i l in g  in th e  p ra c t i c e  o f  
prayer. A ga in ,  P e te rso n  p e r c e p ­
tively addresses this problem, say­
ing, “ Pastors, instead o f  practicing 
prayer, w hich  b rings peop le  into 
the presence o f  God, enter into the 
p rac t ice  o f  M ess iah :  we will do

sonally. If you took their ad­
vice in a lesson and applied 
it, let them know. Show them 
that their efforts are making a 
difference in your life.

► 10. Most importantly, 
abandon preconceived ex­
pectations o f your leaders. 
Forget what you think they 
ought to be doing or how 
they should be acting. Re­
member that most leaders are 
doing the best that they can.

If  we work to serve and 
encourage our leaders, even 
if we are leaders ourselves, 
then we will find the min­
istries o f  our church growing 
not only with people but 
with joy and caring. So, let 
us “ serve one another in 
love” (Galatians 5:13, n i v ) ,  

especially those who are 
serving us. □

the w ork  o f  G od, fix people  up, 
tell them what to do.”

A n d  w o rse ,  la i ty  m ay  e x p e c t  
their pastors to be little messiahs. 
T h e re  can  be only  one M ess iah  
but m an y  in te rc esso rs .  Im ag in e  
w hat could  happen if there were 
m o re  “ i n t e r c e s s o r  p a s to r s  an d  
laypersons.”

N ow  pas to rs  w ant to listen to 
G od in their  “ assigned places of 
s e r v ic e , ” bu t  the  d e m a n d  upon  
their time and energ ies— the 24- 
hour on-call service— make it dif­
ficult.

Then can this personal restora­
tion take place in the typical insti­
tutional conferences,  assemblies, 
an d  m i n i s t e r s '  g a th e r in g s ?  N o 
doubt these are helpful, but there 
a re  l i m i t a t i o n s  to  th is  ty p e  o f  
m eeting— at least if what pastors 
themselves report is true.

Cecil Paul writes o f  such m eet­
ings, say ing , “ O ne o f  the m ajo r  
dangers is that these groupings or 
dyads could becom e m eetings of 
l ik e -m in d ed  and  f ru s tra ted  m en 
w h o  n e g a t i v e ly  c o m m i s e r a t e ,  
com pounded by a degree o f  guilt.”

Perhaps the greatest need of the 
pastor is for a “time and place” for 
this spiritual, emotional, physical, 
an d  m e n ta l  r e s to r a t io n  to  tak e  
place— a place where these “heal­
e r s ” can  m o re  ea s i ly  e n c o u n te r  
G od— “the Wounded Healer."

This pastor was blessed to have a 
laym an  in his church  w ho had a 
beautiful getaway lakeside home. 
The layman insisted that I use that 
home for regular personal renewal 
and even turned the key over to me.

That home, in its lovely, natural 
setting, was perfec t for solitude, 
prayer, and  res tora tion . It was a 
God-send to my wife and me, but 
w e c o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  a f f o r d e d  
s u c h  r e t r e a t s  on  o u r  p a s t o r ' s  
salary . We b e liev e  G od  w o rk ed  
through that laym an to save this 
p a s to r  to  lo n g - te rm  and  h ig h e r  
quality ministry.

Here is where you, too, can pos­
sibly become a "pastor saver.” It is 
likely that there are hundreds of 
s u c h  “ g e t a w a y ” p l a c e s  in the  
hands of laypersons that could be

s h a r e d  w i th  t h e i r  p a s t o r s  a n d  
s p o u s e s  fo r  p r i v a t e ,  p e r s o n a l  
restoration.

Available also for the more seri­
ous hurts am ong  our healers  are 
such places as Colorado’s Marble 
Retreat where psychiatris t  Louis 
M cBurney offers therapy to about 
100 p a s to rs  each  year ,  o r  Son- 
Scape Re-Creation M inistries, in 
P agosa  Springs, w here  Bob and 
S a n d y  S e w e l l  s e r v e  f u l l - t i m e  
“saving pastors." Nazarenes Rick 
and Bonnie Ryding operate Chest­
nut R idge ,  nea r  M o u n t  Vernon, 
Ohio, as a retreat center for pas­
tors and missionaries.

George Barna writes, “The time 
has come for the laity to be more 
sensitive to the spiritual needs and 
developm ent o f  their leaders . . . 
But how do congregations take ac­
count o f  the spiritual stretching of 
the p as to r?  T h is  is an a rea  that 
m ost co n g reg a t io n s  need  to a d ­
dress  im m edia te ly ;  to delay  this 
matter can only bring further harm 
to the body itself.”

There are other things laity can 
do to help save our pastors. Just 
being informed about the casual­
ties am ong our dream -givers, vi- 
s ion-keepers ,  and care-p rov iders  
w ill  he lp .  W h i t t e m o r e 's  rep o r t  
suggests these positive steps:

1. Be sure your pastor gets p o s­
itive feedback along with the usual 
complaints.

2. Have a special group m oni­
tor the quality of life of the pastor 
and his or her family.

3. M ak e  su re  y o u r  p a s to r  is 
cha llenged  by setting aside time 
( tw o  w eek s )  and  m o n ey  (abou t 
$1,200) for continuing education.

4. Encourage longer leaves of 
absence every few years.

5. Part ic ipa te  as a m em b er  o f  
the congregation.

It is too late to save the slain po­
lice officer in the nearby city, but 
patrol car camcorders may lessen 
future losses. It is also too late to 
s a v e  m a n y  o f  o u r  p a s to r s ,  bu t 
common sense, prayer, and shared 
resources  by m in is ters  and laity 
alike can help conserve one of our 
most valuable resources. ^

A u g u s t  1996 23



Y
ou have a lot to say about whether or not 
your pastor succeeds as a leader. A dynam ­
ic, in te rdependen t  re la tionsh ip  functions 
be tw een  leaders  and fo l low ers .  So y our  
p a s to r ’s leadership success is influenced, 
e n h an ced  or l im ited , by you. H ow  does 
that make you feel? Powerful? Important? 
Responsible? It should— because you are!

U nless  you have been  sound  as leep  for the last 
decade, you know that a worldwide leadership crisis 
grips every level o f our society— families, businesses, 
institutions, and governments. Since the beginning of 
recorded civilization, this m ysterious social process 
called leadersh ip  has fascinated people. Leadership 
has become the most observed, studied, and m ytholo­
gized phenomenon on earth. Even with such attention, 
leadership is poorly understood. In fact, after review­
ing 7,500 research articles, Bernard M. Bass, in his 
massive 1990 edition of Bass and S togd ill’s H andbook  
o f  Leadership , suggests, “There are almost as many 
different definitions of leadership as there are persons 
who have attempted to define the concept” (10).

Part o f  our confusion regarding leadership stems 
from  what John G ard n er  calls the in terw eav ing  o f  
popu lar  th ink ing ,  m atu re  study, and ch ild like  f a n ­
tasies. This world-recognized leader and 25-year stu­
dent of  leadership asks in his 1990 book On L eader­
ship, “Why do we not have better leadership?” (xi). 
He answers that we have been asking the wrong ques­
tions. By asking new questions, leadership is begin­
ning to be seen as a tw o-w ay influence process in ­
volving both leaders and followers. Leaders not only 
shape but are themselves shaped. W hen viewed as a 
two-way interchange process, any solution to the cur­
rent leadership crisis must extend beyond leaders to 
include followers.

L eadersh ip  canno t h appen  unless  fo l low ers  and

leaders help each other. T h a t ’s w hy you have such a 
strong influence on the leadership o f  your pastor.

W hen  s tu d y in g  chu rch  lead e rsh ip ,  da ily  e x p e r i ­
e n c e s  te ll  us th a t  the  “ C h r i s t ia n  A r k ” is s a i l in g  
through rough cultural seas, buffeted by the waves o f  
ubiquitous change and unpredictability over which we 
have little or no control. But we also notice that the 
lay and pastoral sojourners on board are rocking the 
boat too. So, while attendance statistics may confirm 
that fewer and fewer passengers are boarding the Ark, 
they also show that many who are on board are ju m p ­
ing over the side. This abandonment is not confined 
to the laity. London and Wiseman, after randomly sur­
v e y in g  5 ,0 0 0  p a s to rs ,  su g g e s t  in P a s to r s  a t  R isk  
(1993) that the pressures o f  m inistry  are incredible 
and brutal. In the Nazarene denom ination, it is sug­
gested  that 20 percen t d rop  out o f  m in is try  w ith in  
their first five years. The leadership crisis is real, and 
the time has com e to ask, “Can you and I do anything 
to stop the rocking o f  our A rk?” The answer is an en ­
thusiastic, emphatic yes. As followers, we are part o f  
the solution to our church 's  leadership crisis. M ay I 
offer five suggestions for positively im pacting your 
pas to r’s leadership.

1. Use your G od-given  g ifts for the com m on  
good.

We are a covenant people who share a mutual co m ­
mitment to Christ. Once saved, God gives each per­
son a spiritual gift (1 Corinthians 12:18) for the co m ­
m o n  go o d  (v. 7). T h e re fo r e ,  C h r i s t ia n s  are  to  be 
involved in ministry using their God-given gifts for 
the good o f  the com m unity . This  is consisten t with 
what Max DePree (1989) calls “ roving leadership” in 
Leadership  Is an Art. In roving leadership, the work 
needing to be done is facilitated by the most qualified 
(gifted) person regardless o f  title or position. Good

YOUR PASTOR’S 
IS IN YOUR
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leadership , for DePree, is found in the tone o f  the 
body, not in the quality o f  the head. Therefore, the 
sign of outstanding leadership is seen among the fol­
lowers.

Using a Pauline illustration, imagine the disability 
to a body if the kidneys decided to stop functioning 
because their work is invisible. A dialysis machine 
would have to be brought in at great expense, and if a 
transplant w a sn ’t forthcom ing, the body would die. 
We have a propensity to “hire in” those who we think 
should do the work o f  the church. But G o d ’s plan is to

T w e n t y  p e r c e n t  d r o p  o u t  o f
MINISTRY WITHIN THEIR FIRST FIVE
YEARS. THE LEADERSHIP CRISIS IS

REAL, AND THE TIME HAS COME TO 
ASK, “CAN YOU AND I DO ANYTHING?"

gift and equip all His children to do the work of His 
Church. Therefore, the first way you can participate in 
your pastor’s leadership success is to accept, develop, 
and use your God-given gifts for the common good.

2. Support your pastor with encouragement, ac­
ceptance, love, and prayer.

L et’s extend this concept of G o d ’s gifting. London 
and  W isem an , in the ir  1994 book  The H e a rt o f  a 
G reat Pastor, say that when God whispers His call to

SUCCESS 
HANDS

by Bonita May, 
minister o f education, 

Rose City Church of the Nazarene, Portland, Oregon
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These Oklahoma pastors gathered for two days to study 
contemporary preaching and enjoy the supportive fellowship that 
only shared mission can bring.

a pastor, He calls people who possess many diverse 
gifts. Like snowflakes or aspen leaves, there are no 
two pastors who are alike. Research done by the C en­
te r  for C rea tiv e  L ea d e rsh ip  supports  this v iew  o f  
leader diversity because, after 45 years of  leadership 
studies, they find no single pattern of leader qualities 
and no single pattern of leadership style that guaran­
tees success in leadership. We must trust God to know 
the mix needed between diversely gifted pastors and 
diversely gifted laity. We are God-gifted to function 
interdependently. God does not need nor want super­
heroes. He wants well-functioning body parts! C onse­
quently, we should celebrate diversity and understand 
that “different” is “different,” not wrong. Pastors are 
people who are saved, sanctified, and gifted by grace

I t  is  h a r d  t o  ju d g e  w it h o u t  m u c h
MORE INFORMATION. YET, WE GO 

AHEAD AND JUDGE ANYWAY.

just like everyone else. They come in different sizes, 
shapes, and giftings and need acceptance, affirmation, 
and encouragement. How God would delight in see­
ing His people love His chosen leaders and celebrate 
their diversity.

Furtherm ore , C. Peter Wagner, in his 1992 book

P r a y e r  S h ie ld ,  s a y s ,  “ O n ly  G o d  k n o w s  us w e ll  
enough to decide what part o f  the Body we should 
b e” (42). He cha llenges  us to becom e in tercessory  
prayer warriors for our pastors. Therefore , you can 
powerfully impact pastoral leadership success if you 
accept, support, encourage , love, and pray for your 
pastor.

3. Become a thinking, actively engaged follower.
The third suggestion for helping your pastor succeed 

in leadership comes from this new concept o f  follower­
ship. Robert Kelley (1992) suggests in The Pow er o f  
Followership  that if the '90s have taught us anything, it 
is that most people are both leaders and followers. In 
the Church, we are all— laity and clergy alike— follow­
ers o f  Jesus Christ. For Kelley, the key to successful 
leadership is people becom ing exem plary  followers, 
which he defines as people who do independent, criti­
cal thinking and who are actively engaged.

Yet, for the 5,000 pastors interviewed for P astors at 
Risk, the second most powerful frustration for pastors, 
after their inability to live balanced lives, is the apa­
thy o f  their laity. I f  ou r  apa thy  is the second  m ost 
pressing problem identified by pastors, it is time we 
ask ourselves if we are truly exemplary followers. Je­
sus told the crowd gathered around Him, “ If anyone 
would com e after me, he must deny him self and take 
up his cross and follow m e” (Mark 8:34, n i v ). Am I 
w illing to step out o f  m y indifference, take up my 
cross, and become an exemplary follower o f  Christ? 
According to Kelley, leadership success com es from 
exemplary followers.
. 4. Avoid prejudging your pastor.

Fourth, I would challenge you with a thought from 
Robert Fulghum. He tells o f  a tabloid newspaper story 
about a sm all- tow n em ergency  squad rescue. A fter 
storming into a smoke-filled house, finding the source 
of a fire, dousing it, and rescuing a man on the sm ol­
dering mattress, the rescue squad asks, “ How did this

H e r a l d  o f  H o l in e s s
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happen?” “I d o n ’t know,” the man replies. “ It was on 
fire when I lay down on it.” His response was like a 
bu rr  in F u lg h u m ’s side and becam e the title o f  his 
1988 book It Was on Fire W hen I Lay D own on It. He 
suggests that a lot o f  us could use this as our one-sen­
tence life story similar to “out o f  the pan and into the 
fire." Problems arise because, while we can see the re­
sults o f  other people’s decisions, we often do not know 
why those decisions are made. In this story, for exam ­
ple, did the man lie down on the burning bed because 
he was drunk? 111? Cold? Blind? Weird? It is hard to 
judge without more information. Yet, we go ahead and 
judge anyway. So the fourth challenge I want to sug­
gest is that we place judging our pas to r’s decisions in­
to the hands o f  the only true Judge. As Fulghum sug­
gests, change the name and the story is mine.

5. C ultivate a hopeful view o f the future into 
which God calls His leaders and followers.

G od calls His people to success. Just as He intend­
ed for M oses to lead His people out o f  bondage and 
into the Promised Land, so, too, He calls His leaders 
o f  today to take His Church successfully into an un­
knowable place— the future. Like Moses, G o d ’s pres­
ence  is with us and all His resources  are ours. We 
must not repeat the story of the children o f  Israel by 
replaying the known past, but we must allow His cho­
sen leaders to help us em brace the unknow n future. 
We do not have to be afraid o f  change since He is the 
G od o f  change. Because G o d ’s desire for us is always 
good, His presence is always with us, and all His re­
sources  are at ou r  d isposal,  let us help our leaders 
succeed by cultivating a hopeful view o f  our future.

Be encouraged in knowing that you have an impor­
tant role in your p as to r’s success. His or her leader­
ship simply c a n ’t succeed without your anointed fol­
lowership. tb

W ordA ction

MAKING NEW FRIENDS
Did you know that WordAction now provides curriculum for 
over 11,000 churches in the United States and Canada? (I 
thought WordAction was for Nazarenes. We don’t have 11,000  
churches in that part of the world.)

WordAction is created by the combined efforts of the Sunday 
School Ministries Division at Nazarene Headquarters and Naza­
rene Publishing House with the mandate to publish resources 
that are true to God’s Word, true to life, and true to the church— 
specifically the Church of the Nazarene.

What we’ve found, though, is that as we’ve become better at 
providing curriculum for you, other denominations, groups, and 
individual churches have sat up and taken notice of Word­
Action. (Are you a new company? is a frequently asked question.)

For example, the Salvation Army asked six publishers to pre­
sent then curriculum to a committee selecting Sunday School 
materials for then four U.S. territories and Canada. After review­
ing all the curriculum choices, they selected WordAction, which 
means we made several thousand new friends.

Another example—the Armed Forces of the United States re­
cently selected six of our age levels for then base chinches— 
more than any other publisher.

In addition to our traditional Holiness partners, there’s an­
other thousand churches that have become aware of and begun 
using WordAction through our exhibit program at large regional 
Sunday School conventions.

Continue to let us know how we can best serve you. When 
we do that, we have a way of meeting new friends.

WowpAction
P U B L I C A T I O N S

For a FREE WordAction catalog  
call  NPH a t

1-800-877-0700
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Running the Race 
with Patience

A Nazarene Pastor Faces the Fight o f His Life

by B. H. McLain

W
hat do you do when God 
has called you to minister 
to o thers  but y o u r  body  
will no longer cooperate? 
T h is  w a s  th e  s i t u a t i o n  
faced  by D u an e  T u lo w ­
itzky when his physician 
told hint in 1969 that he had M ultiple 

S clerosis .  MS is a ch ron ic ,  o ften  d i s ­
ab ling  d isease  o f  the 
ce n tra l  n e rv o u s  s y s ­
tem that strikes young 
adults. S ym ptom s in­
c lu d e  f a u l ty  v i s io n ,  
loss o f  c o o rd in a t io n ,  
s t a g g e r in g ,  s l u r r e d  
speech ,  n u m b n ess  or 
weakness, and fatigue.

“God, look at m e ,” 
cried Rev. Tulowitzky 
on a fall day in 1978 
when his d isease  had 
p r o g r e s s e d  to  th e  
point that he felt use­
less. “ I c a n ' t  work. I 
ca n ’t pastor a church.
1 can hardly get out o f  
b ed  in th e  m o rn in g .
G o d ,  lo o k  a t m e.
Help!”

He followed this with a brief prayer: 
“Lord, if You d id n ’t call me to preach, 
just let me somehow know and it will be 
OK. But if You called me to preach, then 
I am going to believe You will touch me

so I can preach and pastor a church.” 
"F ro m  that day on, 1 s tarted  gett ing  

better," the 60-year-old pastor says. He 
set four goals for himself: (1) get better; 
(2) get back to pastoring  a church; (3) 
run in a marathon; and (4) write a book.

His d e t e r m in a t io n  to  run  o c c u r r e d  
when he was struggling to walk without 
cru tches .  “ At that time, it took me 15 

m inutes to get out o f  
b e d , "  T u l o w i t z k y  
say s .  On J a n u a ry  4, 
1985, he ran his first 
10 K (6.2 miles) run. 
He fell on ce ,  but he 
did finish— in 1 hour,
I 2 m in u te s ,  a n d  10 
seconds. A year later, 
he bettered his record 
by 2 full minutes.

A f t e r  23 y e a r s  o f  
p a s t o r i n g  in N o r th  
Carolina, Rev. T ulow ­
i t z k y  a n d  h is  w i fe ,  
B e v e r ly ,  m o v e d  to  
W e s t  V i r g in i a  in 
1991. “ W hen  1 w ent 
on disability  in April 
1977 , it w a s  a v e ry  
try ing tim e for all o f  

th e  f a m i l y  as  m y  m o n t h ly  i n c o m e  
dropped from m ore than $1,200 to less 
than $200 in Social Security paym ents,” 
he says. “ My son, Timothy, had a paper 
route to help supplem ent the family in­
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I  USED TO PREACH FROM A  
WHEELCHAIR. TODAY I CONTINUE 
TO PREACH, BUT I USE A STOOL."

come. My other son, Gregg, took a job  at 
a restaurant. Beverly got a job  at a local 
factory.”

Rev. Tulowitzky says dealing with the 
illness has not been easy. It is marked by 
t im e s  o f  r e m is s io n  w h e n  th e  i l ln e s s  
seems to be gone. Rev. Tulowitzky was 
do in g  w ell,  ru n n in g  and w a lk ing  until 
June 1992 when he struck his head on a 
door casing at the church. The blow ap­
parently  exacerbated  his MS. A similar 
recurrence in August 1994 put him in a 
re c l in e r  fo r  sev e ra l  w eek s ,  ex c e p t  on 
Sundays. “On Sunday mornings, two of 
the men o f  my church would drive up in 
th e i r  v an  a n d  ta k e  m e  to  th e  c h u rc h  
along with my wheelchair,” he says. “ I 
would preach from the wheelchair in the 
m orning  and evening. Today I continue 
to preach, but I use a stool.”

Rev. T u low itzky  is an insp ira tion  to 
his  p a r ish io n e rs  and to  those  w ho  see 
him  as he goes about his pastoral duties 
in  th e  s m a l l  W e s t  V i r g in i a  to w n  o f  
P h i l ip p i .  H is  d i s t r i c t  s u p e r in te n d e n t ,  
John Dennis, says Tulowitzky is a good 
man: “ He is a good shepherd to his little 
flock there in Philippi. He is a faithful 
pastor.”

One thing is certain, Rev. Tulowitzky 
doesn’t care for Jack Kevorkian, because, 
he says, K evorkian invites persons with 
disabilities to give up rather than perse­
vere. In fact, the minister has some advice 
for those who suffer from disabilities:

1. R em em ber Romans 8:28. You will 
need complete confidence in the Lord if 
you are to survive with your disability.

2. God still has something for you to 
do.

3. G od  will use you to show  others 
what He can do through someone who is 
faithful despite adverse circumstances.

4. D o n ’t lose heart! Galatians 6:9 en­
courages us to “not be weary in well do ­
ing: for in due season we shall reap, if 
we faint not.”

5. Keep looking up and keep praying 
down!

Duane Tulowitzky has a favorite poem 
by Leo Piggott that he is quick to share 
with  o thers  w ho suffer. C alled  “ D o n ’t 
Quit,” the poem says, in part:

Often the struggle/' has given up,
W hen he m ight have captured the vic­

to r ’s cup;
A nd  he learned too late when the night 

cam e down.
H o w  c lo s e  he  w a s  to  th e  w in n in g  

crown.

Others who suffer from a disease like 
MS m ay  h av e  g iv en  up l ike  the “ p a ­
tients” of  Jack Kevorkian, but not Duane 
Tulowitzky. He c a n ’t run any more 10 K 
races, but he is determined to “ run with 
patience the race that is set before him ” 
as a faithful servant o f  God.
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August’s

7 0 -P o in t Q c u z

1 . The evangelis t who recently  rece ived  the Congressional 
Gold M ed al of Honor from  the U .S . Congress was:

A. H. C. Portenoy C. Luis Palau
B. Billy Graham D. Rex Humbard

2 . Gunm an Terry Steven Dore, 4 3 , recently  terrorized the 
offices of:

A. Focus on the Family C. Com passion International
B. Prom ise Keepers D. W endy’s

3 . A cco rd in g  to H a rp e r ’s m a g a z in e , the c e le b r ity  w ho  
A m ericans be lieve  to be the “ m ost q u a lif ie d ” for the U .S . 
presidency is:

A. C lint Eastwood C. Oprah W infrey
B. Joe M ontana D. Barry M anilow

4 . The a m o u n t th a t A m eric an s  spend on lo ttery  ticke ts  
each day in m illio n s  is:

A. 9 C. 59
B. 19 D. 93

5 . W h a t p e rc e n t of 1 3 9  W a s h in g to n , D .C .,  jo u rn a lis ts  
polled  by Freedom  Forum  voted for C linton in 1992?

A. 39%  C. 79%
B. 49%  D. 89%

6 . The m em bership  in Parent-Teacher Associations across 
the U .S . since 1960  has:

A. Increased by 44%
B. Decreased by 44%
C. Remained about the same

7. A ccord ing  to the H. F. R eynolds  In s titu te , about 55  
churches in A m erica close every:

A. week B. day C. m onth

8 . About h a lf of to d ay ’s sm okers who s tarted  puffing in 
th e ir teens w ill die from  it. Their life  expectancy is a ctu al­
ly reduced by:

A. 20-25 years B. 5-10 years C. 2 years

9 . Christian m issionaries have been sent out to 90 d iffer­
ent countries over the last 20 years. How m any m iss ionar­
ies from  a ll denom inations have been sent?

A. 3 ,500 B. 18,500 C. 48,000

1 0 . The chances that a church looking for a pastor w ill call
a m in is ter over 50  years of age are:

A. 1 in 10 B. 1 in 20 C. 1 in 4 D. 1 in 2

Answers:

0 -0 f N-6 :v-9 'v-z :a-9 :q-s :q-f 0̂-e M-z :g-t

Maturity Has Its Advantages . . .
P l a n  to  a t t e n d  o n e  o f  o u r  u n i q u e  N I R O G A  e v e n t s —  

d e s i g n e d  e s p e c i a l l y  a n d  o n l y  f o r  m a t u r e  a d u l t s .
NIROGA is a retreat program sponsored by Nazarene A dult Ministries. Its goals 
are to provide a setting  fo r  spiritual renewal, social enrichment, personal and 
m inistry growth, and relaxation fo r  adults 55  and above. Our retreat program 
features special services, interesting workshops, crafts, and tour options.

1996 FALL NIROGAS
3  Glorieta, New Mexico— September 9-14,1996  
Retreat Directors: Charles Case, Wally Renegar 
Featuring: Wesley Tracy, Ernest Armstrong, Ray Moore, The Shoreman Quartet

Now in its 24th year, Glorieta has become a tradition amid the beautiful Sangre de Cristo moun­
tains where nature accentutates the presence of the Lord. Don’t miss the worship, praise, fellow 
ship, laughter, and fun of being with others who celebrate your Christ and Lord!

“ I Schroon Lake, New York— September23-27,1996  
Retreat Directors: Randy Cloud, James Miner
Featuring: Tom Barnard, John Nielson, Charles Zink, Calvin and Virginia Oyler

Nestled among the Adirondack mountains, Schroon Lake offers a picturesque setting aflame with 
the changing colors of fall foliage. The spiritual tone of the fellowship and services complete the 
picture as God's presence leaves an indelible mark on our lives.

” 1 St. Simons Island, Georgia— -November 4-8,1996 
Retreat Directors: Randy Cloud, James Miner 
Featuring: John Hancock, James Miner, Gene and Linda Cook

Spanish moss, old oaks, and mild year-round temperatures make Epworth-by-the-Sea an ideal late 
fall location. Visit the place where John and Charles Wesley came as missionaries to America and 
experience both the charm of the Old South and the life-changing presence of the Christ whose 
loving challenge shapes our Prime Time years.

1997 NIROGAS 
2 Sth ANNIVERSARY YEAR

Branson, Missouri
April 2  8— May 2, 1997  

Heritage, South Carolina 
Inly 2 1 -2 5 ,1 9 9 7  

1 Glorieta, New Mexico 
September 8 -1 3 ,1 9 9 7  

I Schroon Lake, New York 
September2 2 -2 6 ,1 9 9 7

For detailed informational brochures about 
any o f our NIROGAs, check the appropri­

ate box(es), clip this ad, and mail to:
NIROGA

Nazarene International Center 
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131
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F R O ? I L K

“My journey at NTS was the most 
faith-developing, skill-enhancing, 

life-deepening experience of my life.”

Rev. Norm Shoemaker

Pastor—San Diego 
First Church of the Nazarene
Master of Religious Education 

NTS, 1984

I began my service in the Church of the 
Nazarene in 1962, feeling called to focus my 
energies in ministry to students. At that time, 
specialized, professional training for youth 
ministry was limited at best. It was at the mid­
point of my vocational career that I enrolled at 
Nazarene Theological Seminary to complete a 
degree program.

My "journey" at NTS was the most faith- 
developing, skill-enhancing, life-deepening 
experience of my life. I found the faculty to be 
extremely competent, the seminary communi­
ty really encouraging, and the scholarship 
personally challenging. I left NTS thinking,
"I sure wish I could have done this years ago." 
I am truly grateful for Nazarene Theological 
Seminary and its contribution to my life and 
ministry.

THE QUESTION  
BOX

C O ND UCTED BY W ESLEY D. TR A C Y, E d i t o r

During the “get acquainted” fellowship time in 
our Sunday morning service, our worship leader urges 
everyone to hug each other. As for me, 1 don’t need a 
hug today. Several women in the congregation agree. 
Some of the men who are into hugging big time make 
us very uncomfortable. One woman whose m arriage 
has survived two “affairs” on the part of her husband 
is about to quit the church. She says that the last thing 
her husband needs is to be hugging other w om en. 
What should we do?

. ^ ^ . a  I recommend that the women who find this uncom­
fortable make an appointment with the senior pastor and 
let him know, as a group, how you feel. No one should 
have unwanted intimacies pushed on them in church. In a 
congregation the size of yours, it is not surprising that 
someone might take advantage of the situation. My guess 
is that after the meeting with your pastor, there will be a 
lot less public hugging going on. I do not recommend that 
you spread your disapproval throughout the congregation. 
Please, talk with the pastor at once.

•  O ur church  has started  a w eeknight bingo  
gam e for sen ior citizen s com p lete w ith sm all cash  
prizes. Does this vio late our N azarene rules about 
games of chance?

Only in the same sense and to the same degree that 
robbing a bank violates the seventh commandment: "Thou 
shalt not steal.”

^ ^ a  W hat does the Bible mean when it says that 
“Neither . . . adulterers, nor homosexuals . . . will in­
herit the kingdom  o f G od” (1 C orin th ian s 6:9-10 ,
N K J V ) ?

. ^ ^ .a  It means that “neither adulterers . . .  nor homosexu­
als . .  . will inherit the kingdom of God.”

The good news is in verse 11. Those once guilty of such 
things can be washed, ju stified , and sanctified  “ in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.”

The Book of Mormon claims that a man named 
Jared was present at the Tower of Babel. Shortly after, 
the Lord told him to build a ship and sail to America. 
No Jared is mentioned in the Genesis 10 genealogy of 
N oah’s descendants. Is there any historical evidence 
that this man, his ship, or the voyage to America actu­
ally took place?

. ^ ^ . a  None that I can find. If such evidence exists, I 'm 
. sure that the anthropologists of the world would be glad to 

get it.

The views expressed in the responses in this column are those o f  the editor and do not 
constitute official statement hy or fo r  the Church o f  the Nazarene. The editor is not able 
to send replies to questions not selected fo r  publication. Address: Herald o f Holiness. 
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City. MO 64131.
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Evangelists ’  S lates

ABBOTT, DAN: Lebanon, OR, Pulpit Supply, Aug, 
4 ,11: Randle. WA, Sept. 22-25 

ARM STRONG, LEON AND L IN D A -T H E  ARM ­
STRONGS: Lexington, AL (Mary's Chapel). Va­
c a tio n  B ib le  S ch o o l. A ug. 5 -1 1 : C h ica go  
H e igh ts  IL. V aca tion  B ib le  S cho o l, 19-25; 
Smithfield. IL, 27— Sept. 1: Pickerington. OH, 3- 
8, Midland. PA (Ohioville), 10-12: Orland. IN,
17-22; Centralia, IL, 24-29

BAGGETT, DALLAS: Decatur, AL (Larkwood), Aug.
3-4: Birmingham, AL (Huffman), 11; Jasper, AL 
(Northside), 18: Scottsboro, AL, 25; Trussville, 
AL. Sept. 8-12: Decatur, AL (Bethel), 15; St. 
Joseph, TN, 22-25’

BAKER, RICHARD C.: Moundsville. WV, Sept. 3-8: 
Mount Gilead. OH, 10-15: Ridge Farm. IL, 24-29 

BELZER, DAVE AND BARBARA: Kingman. AZ. 
Aug. 27— Sept. 1: Tucson. AZ (South Tucson 
Community), 3-8: Truth or Consequences. NM,
10-15: Royalton, IL (First). 17-22: Louisville, KY 
(Broadway). 25-29

BENDER, T IM -T H E  TIM BENDER FAMILY: Buffa­
lo, NY (First), Children s Crusade, Aug. 5-11; 
Afton. OH, 13-18’ ; Edinburg, IN, Sept. 3-8; 
Rossville, GA (First), 11-15; W est Baden, IN 
(Springs Valley), 17-22; Spencerville, OH, 24-29 

BOND, GARY AND BETH: South Charleston. WV, 
D istrict Camp Meeting. Aug. 4-11; Oklahoma 
City. OK (Oakcliff), 18-21; Lowell. Ml, 28— Sept 
1: Spencer, IN, 4-8: Roanoke. VA (East Gate),
11-15: Hixson, TN (Chattanooga Grace) 18-22; 
Parkersburg, WV (Broadway), 25-29

BOOMER, ERIC J.: Leavittsburg. OH (First), Sept. 
29—Oct. 4

BRISCOE, JOHN: Hancock, MD (Grace). Children's 
Crusade. Aug. 6-11; Butler, PA, Pittsburgh Dis­
trict Boys' Camp, 12-16: Cranberry, PA (Faith), 
Concert, 18: Butler, PA, Pittsburgh District Girls' 
Camp, 19-23; Berkeley Springs, WV, Sept. 3-8; 
Duxbury, MA (St. Paul's). 24-29 

BROWN, ROGER N.: Irwin. OH, Aug. 14-18’ ; Dun­
bar, WV, 21-25; Shelbyville, IN (First). Sept. IT- 
22: Monticello. KY. 24-29 

BURKHALTER, PAT AND DONNA: Marksville. LA, 
Aug. 7-11; Perryton, TX, 14-18: Searcy, AR 
(Pickens Chapel). 21-25; Anthony. KS, Sept. 4- 
8; Borger, TX (First). 11-15: Pana. IL (First) IB- 
22; Sherwood. AR (First). 25-29 

CANFIELD, D A VE -EVANG ELISTIC  MINISTRIES: 
Denver, NC, Aug. 4-10’ : W heelersburg, OH, 
Sept. 11-15’ : Hershey, PA, 18-22; Batavia, OH 
(Community), 25-29 

C E R V A N TE S , R U D Y -H E A V E N L Y  TR U M P E T  
MINISTRIES: San Juan Capistrano. CA (Gate­
way Community), Concert, Aug. 11 A; Spring 
Valley. CA, Concert, 14 P: Del Orro. CA, 18 A ’ : 
Carlsbad. CA (Las Flores), Concert. 18 P; Ven­
tura. CA, Concert. 25 A: Los Osos, CA (El Mor- 
ro). Concert. 25 P; Kemmerer. WY, 27’ ; Rock- 
springs. WY. 28’ : Webster. TX (Nasa), Concert, 
Sept. 1: Orange. TX (First). Concert, 22 

CHALFANT, D. M.: Newell. WV (Glendale), Sept.
18-22

CLAY, D. E.: Worthington, KY. Sept. 15-19 
COVINGTON, NATHAN: Big Spring. TX. Aug. 18- 

21; Butler, MO. Sept. 4-8; Joplin, MO (Calvary),
11-15; Des Moines, IA (First), 18-22; Longview. 
TX (First). 25-29 

DELL, JIMMY: Piedmont, OK, Aug. 21-25: Fayette­
ville , NC, Sept. 7-11; Lancaster, CA (Valley 
View). Indoor Camp. 15-18: Wichita, KS (Lin- 
wood): 19-22: Madison. Wl (First). 25-29

DENNISON, MARVIN: Eureka. IL, Family Crusade, 
Aug 5-11: Cedar Rapids, IA (Oakland). Family 
Crusade. 12-18: Des Moines. IA (First). Family 
Crusade. 19-25: Charleston. WV (Davis Creek), 
Family Crusade. 28— Sept. 1: Mount Vernon. 
OH (Lakeholm). Family Crusade. 3-8: Belton, 
MO. 21-22; Cleveland, OK. Family Crusade. 23- 
29

DICKINSON, PAUL R.: Warren, Ml, Sept. 12* 
DOOLITTLE, KEVIN AND KAREN: Marion, IN. Aug.

4-11*; Huntington. WV (First), Bible Bowl, 13- 
18; Newcomerstown, OH, Bible Bowl. 20-25; 
Sebring. OH. Vacation Bible School, Sept. 4-8; 
McEwen, TN (Pine Hill), Children’s Crusade, 18- 
22; Lawrenceville. IL, 28-29’

DOVE, KENNETH: Jacksonville, FL. Sept. 11-15’ : 
Ashville, NC. 19-22’ : Oxford. MS, 25-29 

DUNMIRE, RALPH AND JOANN: Bonnie. IL, Aug 
8-18’ ; Savannah. TN, Sept. 1-4; Pomeroy. OH,
18-22

ERICKSON, DAVID AND C A R O L-TR I-LO VE MIN­
ISTRIES: Mountain Home. AR (Twin Lakes) 
Family Crusade, Aug. 21-25; Kokomo. IN (Bon 
Air), Family Crusade, Sept. 4-8; Havelock, NC. 
Family Crusade, 11-15; Mooresville, NC, Family 
Crusade, 18-22: Clearwater, SC (Midland Valley 
First), Family Crusade, 25-29 

EVERMAN, WAYNE: Nelsonville, OH, Sept. 3-8; 
Irvine. KY (Waco), 10-15; South Point. OH (Iron- 
ton Ellison Street), 17-22; Hanging Rock, OH, 
25-29

FAULK, RAY A .-M A N N A  MINISTRIES: Conway, 
AR (Liberty). Sept. 17-22 

FRANK, RICHARD: Morro. OH (New Burlington) 
Sept. 17-22

FREY, D O N -T H E  FREY FAMILY M INISTRIES:
Reed City, ML Concert, Aug 4 A; Hastings, Ml, 
Concert, 4 P; Cadillac, Ml, Northern Michigan 
District Camp Meeting, 5-11; Beaverton, Ml, 13- 
18; Midland, Ml (Bethel), Concert, 18 P 

GESSNER, DON AND SHIRL: Frazer, PA, Philadel­
phia District Camp, Aug 10-18; Oakland City, 
IN, 19-25’ ; Lexington, AL (Mary's Chapel), Sept.
5-8; Lockbourne, OH, 10-15’ ; Des Moines. IA 
(First), 18-22; Moravia. IA. 25-29

GORMAN, CHARLES AND ANN: Huntington, WV. 
Aug. 10’

HAINES, GARY: Honolulu, HI (Hawaii Pacific), In­
door Camp, Aug. 4-11; Loomis. CA, Sacramen­
to District Camp. 12-18; Englewood, CO (Den­
ver First), 25; Lincoln. NE (First), 31— Sept. 1; 
Ava, MO (Highway), 7-11; Columbia, MO (First),
12-15; Greeley. CO (Sunny View), Zone Cru­
sade, 17-22; Denver, CO (Faith). 27-29 

HARMAN, GARY AND B E V -H A R M A N Y  WORKS: 
Backus, MN. Minnesota District Camp, Aug 12- 
18; Litchfield. MN. Vacation Bible School. 19-25; 
Lemont, IL (Chicago First). Family Camp. 3 1 -  
Sept. 2

HAYES, ALVIN B.: Mauston. Wl. Sept. 11-15; Brod- 
head, WL 18-22; Anadarko, OK. 29—Oct. 2 

HEADLEY, RICK AND LUCILLE— LIGHTHOUSE  
MINISTRIES: Follansbee, WV (First), Sept. 24- 
29

HILL, BEN E.— BIBLE EXPOSITIONS: Northwest­
ern Illino is D istrict. Pulpit Supply, Aug 1-31: 
Goshen, IN, Sept. 10-15; Montpelier, OH, 17- 
22; Buffalo, NY (First), Zone Holiness Crusade,
24-29

HOWARD, DICK: Johnson. VT, Aug. 7-18’
JA C O B , T H O M A S  J . -C H U R C H  W ITH O U T  

WALLS: Cincinnati, OH (Sycamore Communi­

ty). Aug. 4: Zanesville. OH (Northside), 11; Uti­
ca, OH (Hillside). 18: Whiting, IN (Robertsdale), 
25: Dayton. OH (P leasant V a lley), Sept. 1: 
Cincinnati, OH (Chase Avenue). 8; Teays. WV 
(V a lle y ), 15 -1 8 : M cC o n n e ls v ille . OH. 22: 
Hicksville. OH. 29—Oct. 2 

KISSEE, JOHN S.— MORNINGSTAR MINISTRIES: 
West Sacramento, CA, Vacation Bible School, 
Aug. 5-11: Loom is, CA, Sacram ento D istrict 
Family Camp, 12-18: Sacramento. CA (Arden), 
Vacation Bible School, 19-25 

LA M B E R T, HUG H: G e o rge tow n , MS (C rys ta l 
Springs), Aug. 7-11; Meridian, MS (First), 23-25; 
Gulfport, MS (First). Sept 3-8; Southhaven, MS, 
15-18: Danville, KY, 20-22: Kings Mountain. KY,
24-29

LAXSON, W ALLY AND GINGER: Bethany, OK. 
Southwest Oklahoma District Camp. Aug. 5-11: 
Loomis, CA. Sacramento District Camp. 12-18: 
Hartsville, SC (First). 21-25: Springfield, MO 
(First), Sept. 11-15; Hendersonville. NC, 18-22; 
Carthage, MO. 25-29 

LEWIS, JO H N -W H IT E  DOVE MINISTRIES: Sher­
man. TX, Concert, Aug. 11; Joplin, MO (First), 
Concert, 24; Houston, TX (Calvary), Sept. 4-8; 
Oklahom a City, OK (Crown Heights), 11-15; 
Monroe, LA (First), 22-25; Austin. TX (First), 
29—Oct. 1

LIDDELL, P. L.: Dayton, OH (Maryland Avenue).
Sept. 19-22: Warren. OH (Champion), 24-29 

MANLEY, S TE P H E N -C R O S S  STYLE PROCLA­
MATION: Canada. Canada West District Camp. 
Aug. 5-11: Mount Vernon. NY. Metro New York 
District Camp, 17-25; South Bend. IN. Sept. 8- 
11’ : Oklahoma City, OK (Western Oaks), 15-18: 
Bourbonnais, IL (Kankakee College). 22-25; 
R ichm ond , KY, E as te rn  K en tucky  S unday 
School Convention, 27-28 

MAY, JOHN W.: Apollo, PA, Aug. 1-4’ ; Parkersburg, 
WV (Marrtown), Sept. 4-8 

MAYO, H. C.: Ropesville, TX, Sept 10-15 
McWHIRTER, STUART: Bethany, OK. Southwest 

Oklahoma District Camp Meeting, Aug. 2-11: 
Loomis, CA. Sacramento District Camp Meet­
ing, 12-18

MILLHUFF, CHUCK R.: Vienna. VA. Aug. 4 ’ : Cir- 
cleville. OH, 9-18*; Olathe, KS (College), 28; 
The Woodlands, TX. Sept 6-8; Indianapolis. IN 
(First), 11-15: Hampton, VA. 18-22; Exeter, CA,
25-29

MILLS, C A R LT O N -S E C O N D  TOUCH EVANGE­
LISM M IN ISTRIES: Evansville, IN (Grace), 
Aug. 4; Pontiac, Ml (Silverlake), Sept. 4-8: Or­
leans. IN. 10-15: Lynn, IN, 17-22: Liberal, KS. 
24-29

MINGLEDORFF, WALTER R.: Hortense. GA. Aug 
8-18’ : Bloomingdale. GA. Sept. 24-29 

MONCK. JIM: Avalon. CA. Aug. 25-30*
MURPHY, MARK N.: Grand Haven. Ml. Aug. 11’ : 

New Bedford. MA. 16-25’
PALMER, MIKE: Camby. IN. Indianapolis District 

Camp Meeting, Aug. 5-11: Fort Wayne. IN (Trin­
ity), Sept. 8-11; Danville. IN (Calvary), 15-18: 
Pella. IA, 22-25; Science Hill, KY, 29—Oct. 2 

PARKS, TOM AND BECKY: Rochester, NY (Cal­
vary). Concert, Aug. 4 A: Rochester, NY (Trini­
ty), Concert, 4 P: Canastota. NY. Concert, 11 A; 
Schenectady, NY, Concert, 11 P: Saugus. MA 
(Cliftondale), Concert, 18 A: Manchester, NH, 
18 P*; Chester. PA, 25 A ’ : Newark, DE. Con­
cert. 25 P: Woodbridge. VA, Concert. Sept. 1 A: 
Richmond. VA (Southside). Concert. 1 P: Gra­

ham, NC, 8 A*; Graham, NC, Concert. 8 P; Al­
bany. GA (Grace), 15-18; Cape Coral. FL, 22- 
25’ ; Cairo, GA (First); 29— Oct. 2 

PERDUE, NELSON S.: Richmond, VA, Virginia Dis­
trict Camp, Aug 5-11: Dunbar. WV. 21-25: Lex­
ington. AL (Mary's Chapel), Sept. 1-8: Middle­
town. IN, 11-15: Dayton, OH (F irst). 18-22; 
Columbus. OH (Whitehall). 25-29 

PETTIT, ELAINE C.: Lexington. KY (Lafayette), 
City-Wide Prayer Seminar. Aug 2-3: Lexington. 
KY (Lafayette) 4 A: Taloga. OK (Camp Creek),
11-13: C incinnati. OH (Carthage), Sept. 4-8: 
Mansfield, OH (Grace), 11-15: Lakeview, OH 
(Indian Lake Northside). 18-22: Cadillac, Ml 
(Cherry Grove), 29— Oct. 3 

P O W E R S, E. C A R L — P R O C LA M A TIO N  M IN ­
ISTRIES, INC.: Belton. TX (First). Sept. 8-11: 
Charlotte, NC, 22-27’

PURDY, DAVID AND SHARON: Decherd. TN. Aug. 
1-4: Estill Springs. TN. 5-11: Morristown. TN.
20-25’

REED, SHERMAN: Fort McCoy. Wl. Aug. 1-4’ ; Col­
orado Springs. CO. 5-9 ': Fort Bragg. NC. 12- 
1 6 ': Fort Sheridan. IL, 17-18*: Clay City, IN 
(Union Chapel). Sept. 3-8: Madison Heights. Ml 
10-15: Churubusco. IN. 17-22: Fort Sheridan, 
IL, 24-25’ ; Minneapolis, MN, 26-29’

RICHARDS, LARRY AND PHYLLIS: Martinsville, IN 
(First), Sept. 17-22 

RICKEY, HOWARD L.: Portsmuth. Rl. Aug. 2-11’ ; 
Poneto. IN, Sept. 8-11 *: Irvine, KY (First), 17- 
22; Bryan OH, 29—Oct 2 

RUSSELL, J. RENYOAL: Guymon, OK, Sept. 22-25 
SCHO ENER, M A L C O L M -H E A R T  AND HOPE 

MINISTRY: Berwick. ME. Sept. 8-10: Pittsfield. 
ME. 11-15: Auburn. ME. 18-22; Skowhegan, 
ME, 24-29

SMITH, MICKEY G.: Rock Hill. SC (Grace), Aug. 
27— Sept. 1; Bennettsville, SC (First), 3-8; Fort 
Wayne, IN, 10-15'; Columbus, IN, 20-22’ ; North 
Biloxi, MS (First), 24-29 

SMITH, DUANE: Connersville. IN (First), Aug. 21- 
25; Ravenswood, WV, Sept. 4-8; Grafton, WV 
(Blueville), 11-15; Charleston, WV (Southeast). 
17-22: Eaton, OH (First), 25-29 

SPEER, B R O C K -T H E  SPEER FAMILY: Sumter. 
SC (First), Concert, Aug. 11: Englewood. CO 
(Denver First), Concert. 24-25: Nashville, TN. 
Aug. 31’ : Belleville, IL. Sept. 6’ ; Oklahoma City, 
OK (Metroplex Fellowship), Concert, 8; Ada. 
OK, 14’ . Louisville, KY 16-21’ ; Griffin, GA, 27’  

STANIFORTH, KEN: Fresno, CA, Central California 
District Children's Camp, Aug. 4-9: California 
City, CA (New Hope), Vacation Bible School, 
Sept. 20-21

STRICKLAND, DICK: Louisville, OH, Akron District 
Camp, Aug. 7-11 

TAYLO R, ROBERT: Bedford. MA. Aug. 16-23’ ; 
Chillicothe. OH (First), 25-28: Charleston. WV, 
Sept. 1-4’ : Yukon, OK. 8-11; Fairm ont. WV 
(Central). 15-18; Cincinnati. OH (Lockland). 22- 
25; Hamilton. OH (Tri-County), 29—Oct. 3 

THORNTON, WALLACE: Junction City. OH. Aug. 5- 
9*; Covington, VA. 27— Sept. 1; Venus. PA, 6- 
15’ ; Marcy. NY, 20-29’

ULMET, BILL: Goose Creek, SC (Charleston Cal­
vary), Aug. 20-25; Battle Creek. Ml (West Michi­
gan), Sept. 8-11; Knoxville, IA, 15-22; Fort Mill. 
SC (Pageland Rose Memorial), 25-29 

VECCHI, PETE: Cincinnati, OH (Chase Avenue), 
Pulpit Supply. Aug. 4,11 

WELLS, LINARD: Richardson. TX. Dallas District 
Assembly. Aug 6-9: Grenada. MS (First). 20- 
25: Crockett. TX. 27— Sept. 1: Horseshoe Bend. 
AR, 3-8; Dexter. MO (Southwest). 10-15: De­
catur, IL (Trinity). 17-22; Washington, IL (Sunny- 
land). 24-29

WOMACK, PAUL W.: Kansas City, MO (Rescue 
Mission), Aug 18-20; Grand Prairie. TX, Sept. 7 
A ’ ; Osawatomi, KS. 8-11: Montrose, IA, 15-18; 
Kewanee. IL, 22-26 

WRIGHT, E. GUY AND LIL: Cambridge. OH (First). 
Sept. 11-15

YOUNG, TIM: Oakwood. IL. Aug 14-18’ ; Mount 
Erie. IL, 25-29: Warren, OH (Morgandale). Sept.
4-8: Rochester IN, 11-15; Murphysboro. IL. 17- 
22: Waukegan. IL (First). 22-29
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Anderson

Clifford L. Anderson, first director of 
teacher education and certification at 
Mount Vernon Nazarene College, re­
tired in June following 22 years of ser­
vice to MVNC. His retirement capped 
a career of 41 years in public and pri­
vate schools and higher education.

During his tenure at MVNC, he saw 
more than 700 students earn teacher 
certification.

Anderson went to MVNC in 1974. 
He spearheaded the effort for initial 
a c c red i ta t io n  o f  the und e rg rad u a te  
teacher preparation program and was 
responsible for five subsequent suc­
cessful reviews by the state depar t­
ment of education.

An English  secondary  educa t ion  
g radua te  o f  M ount Union  C o llege ,  
Anderson received a m aster 's  degree 
in school administration and supervi­
sion from Kent State University, and a 
Ph.D. in curr iculum  and instruction 
from Ohio University.

A n d erso n  is being  su cceed ed  by 
Sonja Smith.

“ Friends Through Thick and Thin” was the theme for the 1996 women’s retreat of the 
North Florida District. More than 450 women attended the session, which was a first-tim e  
event for guest speakers Gloria Gaither, Peggy Benson, Sue Buchanan, and Joy M acken­
zie— four women whose friendship has spanned almost 30 years. Other participants in­
cluded vocalist Lillie Knauls and the Leichty Singers.

(Above, I. to r.) Nina Gunter; Nancy Jenkins, retreat director; Gloria Gaither; Joy M acken­
zie; Peggy Benson; Lillie knauls; and Sue Buchanan.

Pastor Selected for D.Min. Program at Asbury
David Pendleton, 34, is one of 15 per­
sons selected from 60 applicants to par­
ticipate in the Beeson Pastor Program 
at Asbury Theological Seminary for the 
1996-97 school year. Pendleton and his 
wife, LeAnn, and their children. Chad, 
M cKenna, and Danielle, will move to 
Wilmore, Ky., where he will 
work toward a doctor o f  m in­
istry (D.Min.) degree in bibli­
cal p r e a c h in g  and  p a s to ra l  
leadership.

Candidates for the program 
must complete an application 
and  su b m i t  c o p ie s  o f  th e i r  
ministerial history, references, 
videotaped sermons, and must 
have been actively involved in 
pastoral ministry for at least 
three years since completing a 
master of divinity degree. The scholar­
ship provides full tuition and fees for 
all courses, as well as housing, moving 
expenses, and a monthly stipend.

"I couldn't  believe it when I learned 
that I had been accep ted ,” Pendleton 
said. “ I have reservations about leaving 
my congregation ,  but I want to be a 
more effec tive  co m m u n ic a to r  o f  the

gospel of Jesus Christ and a more effec­
tive shepherd/leader.”

Pendleton is the founding pastor of 
O la th e .  K a n s . ,  C h r i s t  C o m m u n i ty  
C h u rc h ,  w h ere  he has  se rv e d  s ince  
1992. The church has a Sunday morn­
ing worship at tendance of  about 175. 

His associate, Dana Preusch, 
will serve as pas to r/p reacher  
during  his absence ,  a l though  
P en d le to n  will re tu rn  to the 
K a n sa s  C i ty  su b u r b  o n c e  a 
m onth .  "I am gra te fu l  to the 
m e m b e r s  o f  m y c h u r c h  fo r  
granting me time to do th is .” 
Pendleton said.

A n a t iv e  o f  L y n n .  M a ss . .  
P e n d le to n  is a g r a d u a te  o f  
Nazarene Bible College. Mid- 
A m e r ic a  N a z a r e n e  C o l le g e ,  

and Nazarene Theologica l Seminary. 
He se rv e d  as a s so c ia te  at O v e r la n d  
Park. Kans., Church of  the Nazarene 
from 1988 to 1992. LeAnn has been 
granted a year’s sabbatical by her em ­
ployer in Kansas City. She plans to fin­
ish her undergraduate degree at Asbury 
College while her husband completes 
his D.Min. across the street.

Pendleton
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President and CEO
G reg Jam ison, 45,
has  b e e n  n a m e d  
president and CEO 
o f  the  N a t io n a l  
H o c k e y  L e a g u e ' s  
S an  J o s e  S h a rk s .  
J a m is o n  w as p r o ­
m o te d  f ro m  v ice  
president and chief 
o p e r a t in g  o f f ic e r .  

He is in h is  th ird  se a so n  w ith  the 
Sharks.

Jamison was hired in 1993. Under 
his direction, the Sharks sold out all 
regu la r  season and p lay o ff  contests  
during the last two seasons. He estab­
lished the Sharks Foundation to meet 
the educat ional ,  social, and cultural 
needs of  the com m unity  by offering 
unique resources and financial support 
to those in need.

A 1972 g r a d u a te  o f  N o r th w e s t  
Nazarene College, Jamison previous­
ly worked for the Indiana Pacers and 
the Dallas Mavericks of the National 
Basketball Association. He began his 
ca re e r  as d i rec to r  o f  m a rk e t in g  for 
Athletes in Action, a Christian am a­
teur sports organization.

(Right) 1996 North Florida D istric t ordinand 
class (I. to r.): District Superintendent D. Moody 
Gunter, Rachel and Rev. Wendell Hohenstein, 
Rev. Theon and Bill Burt, General Superinten­
dent John A. Knight.

Ordinations
(Right) 1996 Northwest District ordinand class 
(I. to r.): D is tr ic t Superin tendent Steven C. 
Fletcher, Rev. Steven and Deanne Barstow, 
Rev. Eric and Bobbi Lynn Jorgensen, Rev. John 
and Gerri GrosVenor, Rev. Ron and M elissa  
Hunter Jr., Rev. Sid and Julie Sever, Rev. Greg 
and Marty Hardy, Rev. David and Cheryl Hazel, 
Rev. Doug and Elizabeth Rohl, and General Su­
perintendent Donald D. Owens.

(Left) 1996 Louisiana District ordinand class (I. 
to r.): General Superintendent Jerald D. John­
son, Rev. Lynn and Carla Hauman, Rev. John 
and Jacqueline Rabo, and District Superinten­
dent Ralph E. West.

SPONSORED BY NAZARENE ADULT MINISTRIES

c i i i i n n i f  e n i i A i i i  m  i c o a p i  
O U N  1 1  A Y  o u H U U l i  I N  l U K A f a l i

Have you ever wondered what the Bible lands really look like? Have you opened the 
Scriptures and wished you had personal knowledge of the biblical setting? Have you ever 
wished you could walk where Abraham, David, Isaiah, and Jesus walked?

S I  Nazarene Adult Ministries is sponsoring its third Sunday School in Israel trip, with many 
new tour sites. A nd there is room fo r  you on this once-in-a-lifetime journey!

A  Tailored specifically to our upcoming Nazarene adult Sunday School lessons, this tour 
will explore all the major biblical sites in Israel including Mount Carmel, Nazareth, the 
Sea of Galilee, the Jordan River, Jericho, Bethlehem, the Mount of Olives, and of course 
the ancient, holy city of Jerusalem. You will sail on the Sea of Galilee, have opportunity 
to be baptized in the Jordan River, float in the Dead Sea, ride to the top of Masada, climb 
among archaeological ruins over 3,000 years old, and step into the empty tomb of our 
risen Lord! You will never be the same after your journey to the Holy Land.

A  Our tour guides will be our very own adult Sunday School writers, veterans of many trips to Israel, including: Dr. Wilbur 
Glenn Williams, professor of archaeology at Indiana Wesleyan University; and Dr. Joseph Coleson, professor of Old 
Testament at Nazarene Theological Seminary. Adult Ministries staff will accompany the trip as your tour hosts.
Travel with friends in the safety and comfort of a tour designed specifically for people like you.
Optional tour to Egypt, where we will view the Great Pyramids, the Sphinx, and the ancient city of Luxor. Includes an 
additional sightseeing day in Rome, including the Colosseum.

Sunday School in Israel group in front 
of the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem.

December 30,1996—January 8,1997 ♦ 10-day trip to the Holy Land 
January 7-11,1997 ♦ 5-day optional tour o f Egypt and Rome

FOR COMPLETE ITINERARY, PRICES, A N D  REGISTRATION INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Sunday School in Israel • Randy Cloud • 6401 The Paseo • Kansas City, MO 64131 • 816-333-7000, ext. 2364



HOW LONG AFTER THE ALTAR SERVICE
WILL HOLINESS KEEP 

ON WORKING?
by John Conlon, pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Orem, Utah

S
irens screeched and the alter­
nating blue and red lights 
s trobed  the ne ig h b o rh o o d  
w ith  d an c in g  sh ad o w s .  
Heads peered down the row 
of houses to see who it was 
this time.

Another family eruption. That's 
the way it is. Most violence is a re­
sult of family disputes. Lovers who 
vow to cherish each other for eterni­
ty end up beating each other. This 
ca ll  w as to q u e l l  a d i s tu rb a n c e  
caused by a family that attends our 
church. A holiness family— a cou­
ple who had knelt at our altar and 
committed it all to Jesus.

What happened?
Why is it that holiness d o esn ’t 

work when people move away from 
the altar? Why doesn’t it stick when 
the pressures of everyday life crowd 
in?

Bill confided to me one morning, 
“ I hear your sermon, Pastor, but for 
years I ’ve been struggling with a 
problem that I can’t whip. I can win 
a v ic to ry  at the a lta r ,  but w hen 
things get serious, it’s so easy to just 
slip back into habits I ’ve cultivated 
most of my life.”

“Well, what is it, God?” I asked 
upon retreating into my closet of 
prayer. “Is holiness a crisis experi­
ence like I ’ve always been taught—  
or is it some process that just keeps 
me moving from victory to defeat 
and on and off again?”

I t ’s not easy  to be a h o l in e ss  
preacher when people’s lives don’t 
ra d ia te  a su s ta in in g  v ic to ry .  I 
watched as the policeman separated 
the two. Arnold, the young husband,

dabbed  his bru ised  and b leed ing  
face with a towel. His father-in-law 
had severely beaten him. Marie, the 
victim’s mother-in-law screamed at 
her husband, “ Because of you, I’ll 
never see my daughter again.”

How could this happen? These 
were holiness people! I tried to di­
gest  th is  w hole  s i tu a t io n  in one 
gulp , “ W here  is it that  we have 
missed the boat in our search for ho­
liness?”

Too MANY SEEKERS FOR 
SANCTIFICATION SETTLE 

FOR TOO LITTLE. THEY STOP 
SHORT, GIVING UNWORTHY 
ACTS AND MOTIVES THE 

LABEL OF HOLINESS.

I took upon m yse lf a crusade to 
overcome evil— but in my zeal to 
uncover the evil in others, my mo­
tive was not holiness, only an a t­
tempt to cover my own guilt.

I disciplined my children harshly 
in order to keep them from the evil 
things that had affected me. This 
was not holiness but fear that my 
children would be like the me I ab­
horred.

I go to each church meeting. My 
feet are quick to respond to an altar

call, and my hands raise in praise to 
God. Yet, this is not holiness but a 
search for the cathedral that is miss­
ing in my own life.

/  go to the altar and tears flood 
my cheeks. It is not holiness but an 
attempt to fill the emptiness that re­
mains within my inner self.

I recite my prayers for long peri­
ods of time. This is not holiness, for 
instead o f  l is tening to God, I am 
talking in hopes that God will learn 
how I want things done.

I sing in the choir and offer solos 
to praise the Lord. It is not holiness, 
for it is my talent that I exalt and not 
my Lord . Ins tead  o f  serv in g  my 
G od, I serve the app lause  o f  the 
crowd.

I teach in the Sunday School or 
lead a group of Promise Keepers— I 
amaze my hearers with deep truths 
of  the Bible. That is not holiness, 
for I have stored up knowledge in 
my head but lack the full incarna­
tion of His life in my spirit.

Like Elijah, I search for God in 
the mighty rushing wind, the earth­
quake, and fire, but He is not there. 
It is in His gentle whisper (1 Kings 
19:11-12) that I recognize the voice 
of God.

It is in the still small voice that 
speaks in my ear when I am silent 
before Him that I sense the warmth 
o f  His p re sence .  It is a sp ir i tual  
warmth that sustains me and gives 
me courage when there is only fear.
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hearts of many who were there. It 
was the trigger that emptied me of 
self. The trigger was not all there 
was. The Lord had been preparing 
me for years. Until I was ready, 
however. He could do nothing.

1 did not go to the altar that morn­
ing, but the rushing, flushing action 
of the Holy Spirit was so real in my 
life that what 1 experienced was God 
exchanging His life for mine. Not 
only was He my substitute on Cal­
vary when the penalty was paid for 
my sin, but when I followed His 
command given in Matthew 10:39 to 
die to this life, He replaced what was 
within me with himself— and a glo­
rious transformation took place. I 
simply gave everything to God and 
let His Spirit splash into the empty 
places of my being. It had never 
happened before. I had worked to 
acquire G od’s rewards. I had testi­
fied of God’s grace, but I had never 
experienced a total cleansing and 
separation to God until that moment. 
This experience has never left me.

Someone may ask, “What was it 
that has never left you?” It wasn’t 
the doing of things. It w asn ’t the 
em otion . It w a sn ’t the r i tuals  or 
even the obedience to His wonder­
ful law of liberty that has never left 
me. I ’ve made mistakes. I ’ve goofed 
up. I ’ve done some dum b things 
since I was sanc tif ied  holy. But 
what has never left me is the peace 
and joy and assurance of G od’s con­
tinuing presence in my life.

I have a peace to know that in 
every temptation, in every entice­
ment to fall back into old habits, my 
desire is to do the will of God. This 
seasoning is not a result of counsel, 
therapy, psychoanalysis, or any oth­
er human methodology. It is the re­
sult of an instantaneous experience 
(set up by the Lord working in my 
life for a long time) with Jesus the 
Christ my Maker and Lord.

The war is over. The conflict is 
gone. I want to do G od’s will. I de­
sire to do G od’s will. The struggle 
turned into a journey of joy. This at­
titude is the mark of holiness— it is 
not the noble things 1 do but the 
Christ-centered desire that compels 
me to do noble things. ^

Holiness is not so much in doing but 
in being.

Holiness is when I realize that Je­
sus is either Lord of all or not Lord 
at all. I cannot serve both God and 
m a m m o n .  W h en  He is L ord  o f  
all— that means He is Lord over all 
of me. I surrender to Him every ac­
tivity and emotion of my life, every 
m otive and thought, every desire 
and habit. Only when I come to this 
place in my life will my sanctifica­
tion be entire.

When, in fear, I continue to hold 
on to the defeats that have charac­
te rized  my ex is ten ce ,  I have not 
enough faith to let go of my desires 
and give God room within to re ­
shape and mold me into His image.

I experienced holiness in my own 
life af te r  years  o f  inner s truggle  
w here  I p ro m ised  God over  and 
over that I would never do “ those 
things” again. 1 failed. I wouldn’t let 
go. It just seemed that the more I

wanted to quit, the more I wanted to 
continue in the sin that so dominat­
ed my life.

In a church service, the evangelist 
was planning to speak but d id n ’t. 
There was such a movement of the 
Holy Spirit that before the preach-

T hE MORE I WANTED TO QUIT, 
THE MORE I WANTED TO 

CONTINUE IN THE SIN THAT 
SO DOMINATED MY LIFE.

ing service began, people moved to 
kneel at the altar. The spontaneous 
experience of revival continued un­
til past 2 p.m . Folks went without 
d in n e r ,  and  a rev iv a l  las ted  for 
weeks and months and years in the
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REASON FOR HOPE
But nobody ever asks the reason for my hope

by Tim Isbell, pastor,
New Life Church of the Nazarene, Cupertino, California

A
lways be prepared to give 
an an sw er  to ev e ry o n e  
who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that 
you have” (1 Peter 3:15, 
n i v ) .  G ood adv ice ,  but 
few C hris tians  are ever 
asked their reason for hope. Here 

are four reasons why.
Can't You See I’m Busy?

Perhaps  nobody ever asks b e ­
cause we seem too busy to be inter­
rupted. Acting busy is a good tech­
n iq u e .  I h o n ed  it to p e r fe c t io n  
myself. I even convinced m yself 
that my effectiveness was because I 
was a lw ays busy, a lw ays on the 
move. But what project could possi­
bly be more important than really 
connecting with a person for whom 
our Lord Jesus died? I discovered 
that if 1 am really experiencing the 
power of the gospel in my own life, 
then 1 will have time for the people 
in my life. Once I grasped this truth, 
I found myself praying over my dai­
ly agenda. I promised God that if 
He would open a door that day, I 
would walk through it. Doors began 
to open, often camouflaged as inter­
ruptions. Sometimes I missed the 
door and had to return to the Lord to 
ask for a second chance. A few days 
later, the door would reopen. I sel­
dom initiated a conversation about 
C h ris t .  In s tead ,  a n o th e r  p e rso n  
opened a conversation and all 1 did 
was respond.

One busy day, I took a phone in­
terruption from a man referred from 
a distant friend. The caller ran an 
electronics business and said that he 
wanted to talk about how to be an 
effective Christian in the business 
world. He later came to my office to 
talk. 1 learned some o f  the ch a l­

lenges of his business. Then some­
th ing caused  me to ask, “ H o w ’s 
your marriage?” All of a sudden 1 
discovered that his real problem had 
nothing to do with business. His real

problem was his marriage. For the 
next hour or two, 1 had a priceless 
opportunity to share with him the 
reason for my hope. How could I be 
too busy for that interruption?

Superstock

S o m e  Ch r is t ia n s  a r e  n e v e r  a s k e d  t o  s h a r e  t h e ir  
HOPE IN CHRIST BECAUSE THEY ALWAYS WEAR THAT 

“CAN’T YOU SEE I’M BUSY?” LOOK.
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I Like Being Alone
Perhaps we lack enough intersec­

tions with the secular world. This is 
hard to believe if we have a secular 
job. But sometimes Christians re­
main isolated from their coworkers. 
M any  e x c e l len t  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to 
share good news occur at social ac­
tivities. Some are in places where 
we wouldn't normally go. We may 
choose to sidestep some of the re­
freshm ents  or en ter ta inm ent.  But 
unless we design our lives to inter­
sect with our coworkers’ in a setting 
w h ere  they  are co m fo r ta b le ,  we 
m iss  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  sh a re  ou r  
hope. The apostle  Paul w o u ld n ’t 
m iss  th e se  c h a n c e s ,  an d  we 
shouldn’t either.

I d iscovered  that i f  I socialize 
with coworkers, they are more than 
willing to join me for a breakfast, a 
lunch , o r a ball gam e. I reca l l  a 
breakfast with a former employee 
named Don. In a management train­
ing c lass,  he had d iscovered  The 
Seven  H a b its  o f  H igh ly  E ffec tive  
People. He was excited as he told 
me how he had discovered “princi­

p le -b a sed  l iv in g ” as o p p o sed  to 
“rule-based living.” I listened for a 
w hile and eventua lly  asked if  he 
thought he might eventually discov­
er something even better than prin­
ciple-based living. He stopped for a 
m om en t,  then re sp o n d ed  that he 
d i d n ’t th in k  the re  was an y th in g  
higher. That open door allowed me 
to share how we can have a personal 
relationship with a loving God— the 
step above principle-based living.

Even if we d on’t have a secular 
workplace to go to every day, we 
can des ign  our lives to in tersec t 
with our secular world. Living near 
us is a young couple with a three- 
year-old daughter named Elle. Over 
the pas t  year ,  E lle  s t ru c k  up a 
friendship with Gary, the garbage 
man. Each Wednesday morning, she 
waits to meet him. If she’s not wait­
ing, Gary calls out until she appears. 
Her parents decided to invite Gary 
to a patio breakfast on one of his 
rounds. So they called the garbage 
company to get permission and in­
vited Gary for the next week. My 
w ife  and  I j o in e d  in. E a r ly  on

Wednesday, we gathered to await 
the garbage truck. None of us knew 
if Gary was religious; we only ex­
pected a decent sort of fellow. Elle’s 
mom hoped it would be OK to pray 
b e fo re  the m eal .  G a r y ’s norm al 
helper was out sick that day, so he 
had a substitute along. On the way 
from the garbage truck to the patio, 
the couple asked Gary something 
about himself. He began to share a 
wonderful testimony of his Chris­
tian conversion and how his life had 
recently changed. That morning, af­
ter our breakfast prayer, not only 
did we Christians hear about Gary’s 
sp ir i tua l  jo u rn ey ,  but so did his 
work partner.

If I Understood All This 
Better. . .

Perhaps some of us never get to 
share the reason for our hope be­
cause we need a better intellectual 
grasp of the Good News. If that is 
the case, then we simply need to do 
a little homework. After all, God 
makes the Good News available to

continued on page 47

The BEST LOVED HYMNS series features great songs of 
the faith. Each volume features a different theme embod 

ied by the timeless hymns it contains. Perfect for everyday listening or devo 
tional times, these cassettes make great gifts! For quality music at a great low  
price, it’s BEST LOVED HYMNS

BEST LOVED HYMNS OF HEAVEN 
What a Day That Will Be; Traveling On;’Til 
the Storm Passes By; The Eastern Gate; We 
Shall Behold Him; Farther Along Medley; 
Coming Again; This World Is Not My Home; 
Finally Home; Midnight Cry

HHTA-4031C $4.99

BEST LOVED GOSPEL HYMNS 
Good Old Gospel Singing Medley; He Hideth 
My Soul; Atoning Blood Medley; The Blood 
Will Never Lose Its Power; Peace Medley; 
Bright and Morning Star Medley; His Name Is 
Wonderful with My Wonderful Lord; Come 
and Dine; Near to the Heart of God; I Bowed 
on My Knees and Cried “Holy”!

HHTA-4033C $4.99

BEST LOVED HYMNS OF CHRIST OUR KING 
Glorious Is Thy Name; My Joy, My Crown; 
Jesus Is Lord of All; Stand Up for Jesus; I 
Want to Be like Jesus with Lord, Be Glorified; 
The Honors of Thy Name; All That Thrills My 
Soul; The Foundation; Near the Cross; Crown 
Him with Many Crowns

HHTA-4032C $4.99

BEST LOVED HYMNS OF GOD’S POWER 
1 Sing the Mighty Power of God; Immortal, In­
visible; God and God Alone; God Leads Us 
Along; A Mighty Fortress; Holy, Holy, Holy 
Medley; Great Is the Lord; He Giveth More 
Grace; Standing on the Promises; Praise God, 
from Whom All Blessings Flow; Praise to the 
Lord, Almighty

IIHTA-4034C $4.99

B o v e c f  

H y m n s  o f  

H e a v e n
I N C L U D E S :

W hat a  D ay That WiU Be 
W e Shall B ehold H in t 

j W e'll W ork fill Jesus C om es 
'T il th e  S torm  Passes By 

T h e  E astern  G ate  
F arther A long 

T h e  U nclouded  Day 
IjT h is  W orld Is  N o t M y H om e 

F inally  H om e 
i Feel L ike T raveling  O n 

C o m in g  A g a in  
M id n ig h t C ry

' THE CEDAR RIOGE CHORALE

To order please 
CALL

1- 800- 877-0700
Cdystal ©  Sea
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A Jar of Pickles
by Joyce Williams

oney, where are the dill pickles? I t ’s just 
not tuna salad w ithout dill p ick les .” M y 
husband o f  two months and I were prepar­
ing lunch. So, over his protests, I insisted 
on going to the store 
to p ick  up a j a r  o f  
pickles.

W h e n  I d r o v e  in to  th e  
c r o w d e d  p a r k in g  lo t ,  I 
w o n d e r e d  w h y  I w a s  
subjecting m y se lf  to the 
terr if ic  th rong  o f  S a tu r­
day  sh o p p e rs .  W a lk in g  
in to  th e  s to re ,  I h e a rd  
som eone call m y nam e.
It was Joan. She and 
h u s b a n d  w e re  g r o c e r y  
sh o p p in g .  We b eg a n  to  
t a lk ,  a n d  th e y  s h a r e d  
with me how much they 
had en joyed  the “ K n o w  
Y our C h u rc h ” c lass  m y  
husband had taught that 
morning for newcomers. 1 

“But, you know,” Joan 
said, “ I began to realize 
as the pastor shared this 
m orning that, a l though I 
had grown up in a church 
a n d  a t t e n d e d  c h u r c h e s  
m o s t  o f  m y  life, I h av e  
never really surrendered 
my heart to God in total 
com m itm ent.” It was ob­
v ious as w e spoke that, 
a l though  Joan  had been  
saturated by “church” all 
o f  her life, she was starv­
ing for the Bread o f  Life.

Excitement grew with­
in  m e  as  I s e n s e d  th e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  H o ly
Spirit along with Jo an ’s hunger for salvation. Right 
there— in the aisle o f  the grocery store— 1 presented 
the gospel to her, explaining the simplicity o f  G o d ’s 
plan. Because o f  the crowd pressing in, she asked for 
our hom e phone num ber and prom ised to call later

that afternoon.
Excitedly , I w a lk ed  into the house ,  te l l ing  G ene 

ab o u t  h o w  the L o rd  w as  w o rk in g  th ro u g h  us as a 
team. All a f te rnoon w e w a ited  for J o a n ’s call with

g rea t  an t ic ip a t io n .  F i ­
nally , the p h o n e  rang , 
and it was Joan. W hat a 
b le ss in g  to aga in  be a 

sm all  p a r t  o f  the  d i ­
v ine  d ram a  o f  le ad ­
ing another lamb in­
to the  fold. S low ly, 
f rom  the  b o t to m  o f  
h e r  h e a r t ,  J o a n  r e ­
p e a te d  th e  s i n n e r ’s 
prayer after me! God 
answ ered prayer, and 
the consciousness o f  
s a v in g  g r a c e  b u r s t  
u p o n  J o a n  f o r  th e  
f i r s t  t im e .  It  is a l ­
w a y s  fa sc in a t in g  to 
see an increase in the 
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  th e  
heaven bound.

W e c o n t i n u e d  to  
share together, and I 
e n c o u ra g e d  Jo an  to 
visualize the celebra­
t i o n  g o in g  o n  in 
h ea v en  b ec au se  her 
n am e  h ad  ju s t  been  
written in the L am b’s 
B ook  o f  Life. T hen  
G ene  and  I re jo iced  
to g e th e r  b e c a u se  o f  
th e  in c r e d ib le  w a y  
the Lord had worked 
to reach Joan.

A little later, Gene 
c a l l e d  fo r  m e  to  
c o m e  see  w h a t  he 

had found. Imagine m y surprise when he came into the 
kitchen with a gallon ja r  o f  dill pickles that w e both 
now remembered had been in the cabinet all the time!

We did finally eat lunch, and the tuna salad was de­
licious! ^

Lee Rudeen, Media International
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NIV Crossword Puzzle 
Creatures of the Bible

by Rick Jansen

ACROSS
2. Of all the creatures living in the water, you may eat any that has fins

and  .(Deut. 14:9)
6. The Israelites remembered they ate these in Egypt at no cost. (Num.

11:5)
8. The Lord compared this animal with the ostrich. (Job 39:11)

10. A companion to Job. (Job 30:29)
11. Solomon's trading ships came back with these. (1 Kings 10:22)
13. These ruined the land of Egypt. (Ex. 8:24)
14. Job compared his days to these animals, (lob 9:25 26)
15. Jesus wanted to gather Jerusalem like this bird. (Matt. 23:37)
17. If one of these falls into a clay pot. it must be broken. (Lev. 11:29, 33)
18. This kind of deer was clean. (Deut. 14:4)
2 2 . An animal that moves on the ground. (Lev. 11:30)
2 3 . The Lord said a horse leaps like this creature. (Job 39:19-20)
2 4 . Wine bites like this in the end. (Prov. 23:32)
26 . Blind guides strain out a  . (Matt. 23:24)
27 . Samson caught 300. (Judg. 15:4)

DOWN
1. Adulterers are like well fed, lusty  . (Jer. 5:8)
3. Unclean at any color. (Lev. 11:30)
4 . David killed one of these. (1 Sam. 17:36)
5 . Asahel (Joab's brother) was a s  footed as a wild gazelle. (2 Sam.

2:18)
7 . Jesus calls them by name. (John 10:3)
9. Solomon ate these as part of his daily provisions. (1 Kings 4:22 23)

1 0 . Detestable, and not to be eaten. (Lev. 11:18)
12. If a son asks for one, a father will not give him a scorpion. (Luke 11:11-

1 2 )

16. An evil spirit coming out of the dragon looked like a  . (Rev. 16:13)
19. These are outside the holy city. (Rev. 22:15)
2 0 . The Lord asked lob if he could lead them out. (Job 38:32)
2 1 . Come away, my lover, and be like a gazelle or like a young on the

spice-laden mountains. (Song of Sol. 8:14)
2 5 . The second creature around the throne was like this. (Rev. 4:7)

(Solution on p. 43 )

WHERE THERE IS A WILL

THERE IS A WAY
1  For YOU to name guardians for m inor children.

2  For YOU (not the State) to say to whom and how your 
estate shall be distributed.

3  For YOU to exercise a final act of stewardship over the 
things you leave behind.

Send for your FREE WILL KIT today!
Rev.
Dr.
Mr. _
Mrs.
Miss

A d d re s s .

City .

State . . Zip .

Telephone ( 

Birth Date _
(Month)

Spouse’s Birth D a te _____________
(Month)

belter yet, your church may 
wish to have our representa­
tive conduct a Wills Seminar. 
Call today.

1-800-544-8413

(Day) (Year)

(Day) (Year)

(P l a n n e d
\ > j m £ G I V I N G

V  r » < >  y  64 0 ! THE PASEO
KANSAS CITY, M O  64131
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V ital S tatistics

Deaths
IMOGENE H. HUFF. 73, Sun City, Ariz., 

Mar. 14. S urv ivo rs : husband. Bert; son, 
Bert; (laugh te rs , Am elia , Barbara; three 
bro the rs; five g rand ch ild re n ; one g rea t­
grandchild.

LINDA IRW IN JONES, 46, Pasadena, 
Tex., May 23. S urvivors: husband, Greg; 
daughter, Melissa; parents, fo rm e r South 
Arkansas D is tric t Superin tendent Donald 
and Lillian Irwin; brother, D. L.

M ARILYN KEEFE, 66. Eugene, Oreg., 
Mar. 18. Survivors: husband, Ken; b ro th ­
ers, M ilton, Bernard, and Lyle Hoidal; sis­
ter, Irma Belshaw.

COL. S AM U E L F. LA N G D ELL JR. 
(U.S.A.F. Ret.), 70, Jacksonville, Fla., Feb.
12. Survivors: wife. Ethyl; daughter, Linda; 
two grandsons.

WAYNE LEW IS, 77, M a n s fie ld . A rk., 
M ar. 11. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , W anda; son, 
R oger; daugh te r, L inda C ockre ll; th ree  
grandchildren.

KIRA MEYER. 22, Littleton, Colo., May
10. S u rv ivo rs : parents , Randy and Car- 
olynn Meyer; brothers, Ryan, Jason; sister, 
Kaitlyn; grandparents, Marvin and Cathern 
Meyer and Clark and Helen Trenhaile.

GRACE F. M ILBURN, 89, Kansas City, 
M o ., M ay 28 . S u rv iv o rs :  son , R o b e rt; 
daughter, Margaret Pummel: 13 grandchil­
dren; 15 great-grandchildren.

PAT MORSCH, O rlando, Fla., May 23. 
Survivors: husband, form er Central Florida 
D istrict Superintendent J. V. Morsch; sons, 
Gary, Mark, Kyle; daughters, Becky, Lori 
Knowles; eight grandchildren.

AARON J. NEW BERRY, 77, B ou lde r, 
Colo., Feb. 15. S urv ivo rs : w ife , Thelma; 
sons, David, John; daughter, Lois; sisters, 
Gladys B rockm ueller, Ruth Norell, Emma 
Applegate, Dorothy Falconburg; five grand­
children; two great-grandchildren.

ANITA J. NIXON, 76, Sylva, N.C., May 3. 
Survivors: husband. Rev. C lifton; stepsons, 
Robert, Wendel. and Dallas District Super­
in te n d e n t D av id  N ixon ; s te p d a u g h te r, 
Becky David; nine stepgrandchildren; two 
great-great-grandchildren.

LUCY MAE (LITTLE M AM A) PINKER­
TON, 92, Shawnee, Okla., M ar. 1. S u r­
vivors: daughter, M innie Lou Walker; two 
grandsons; five grea t-g randch ild ren ; one 
great-great-grandson.

LORRAINE 0 . SCHULTZ, 81, Nampa, 
Id a h o , M ay 10. M s. 
Schultz served 33 years 
as a m is s io n a ry  to  
Sw az iland, R epub lic  o f 
S o u th  A fr ic a , and 
Mozambique. Survivors: 
s is te r ,  Jane S c a rth ; a 
niece; two nephews; five 
g re a t n ie c e s ; and one 
great nephew.

S A M U EL C AR R O LL 
TACKETT, 81, A tlan ta . III., Apr. 8. S u r­
v iv o rs :  w ife , L o is ; d a u g h te rs , S h ir le y  
Howie, Sharon Miller; one brother; two s is­
ters; fou r grandchildren; fou r great-grand­
children.

ALBE R T LEE TR U ESD ALE SR ., 76, 
Sum ter, S.C., M ar. 18. S u rv ivo rs : w ife , 
Hattie; sons. Albert Jr.. Harold; sister, Ida- 
lene Baker; five grandchildren; one great­
grandchild.

M. ELEESE WADE, 78, Rockdale, Tex.. 
May 19. Survivors: husband, C. A.: sons, 
Rev. Howard, Rev. Robert; tw o brothers; 
six grandchildren.

EDNA WHITE, 81, Sumter, S.C., Apr. 13. 
S u rv ivo rs : husband . Rev. W. T.; sons, 
Michael, Walter; sister, Frances Sandsbury; 
seven grandchildren; five great-g randch il­
dren.

REV. J. MELTON WIENECKE, 74, form er 
S unday S ch oo l M in is ­
tries editor, Kansas City. 
Mo., June 4. Survivors: 
w ife ,  J e a n n e tte ; so n . 
S te p h e n ; d a u g h te rs , 
S h e rry , Ju d y , L inn ea ; 
nine grandchildren; one 
great-grandchild.

REV. JAMES E. WOL­
FORD, 70 , S t M a rys , 
O h io , N ov. 28 . S u r ­

vivors: wife, Anna; 2 sons; 4 daughters; 11 
grandchildren: 8 great-grandchildren.

Births
to PHILLIP and RACHEL (DRAUGHON) 

DADISMAN. Stanford, Ky., tw in girls, Ash­
ley Renee and Lindsey Lee, May 8 

to GREGG and RACHELLE (JOHNSON) 
DAVIS, A llen Park, M ich ., a boy, C urtis  
Greggory, May 21 

to  ROBERT and S H A R LA  (D U R R ) 
FINCH. Springhill, La., a girl, Emily Anne, 
May 14

to  DON H ALL and PATTY CRAFT, 
Pennsauken, N.J., a g irl, Cameron Eliza­
beth, Sept. 3 

to  UELE and SU SAN N E (M cC O O L) 
HUNKIN. C oqu ille , O reg.. a g ir l,  Ariana 
Gabrielle, May 31 

to JOHN and TRINA (GRAHAM) JUNE- 
MAN, Memphis, Tenn., a girl, Chaili Beth, 
Jan. 2

to RANDY and SHEILA (DAVENPORT) 
OAKLEY, Gwynn's Island, Va„ a boy, Lucas 
Alien Apr 5 

to NELSON and ROBIN (SHARP) RAS­
M USSEN, G w yn n 's  Is la n d , Va., a boy, 
Storm Allen, May 7 

to DAVID and JENNELL (BROSHEARS) 
VOLKER, New Albany, Ind., a girl, Jessica
P p n p p  I n n  1Q

to  CHUCK and VICKIE WATSON, Bed­
ford. Tex., a boy, Landon Charles, Mar. 29.

Marriages
CINDY ELMER and RODNEY DURR, May 

25 at W ichita, Kans.
SHERRY (R A IN IER ) HIGGINBOTHAM  

and RICK LANE, Apr. 27 at Gwynn's Island. 
Va.

Anniversaries
LEO and HELEN CORNELIUS, Guymon, 

Okla., ce lebra ted th e ir 50 th an n iversary 
June 8-9 with a fam ily picnic and a recep­
tion given by their three children and fam i­
lies at the Guymon Church of the Nazarene.

REV. IVOR and N AO M A LAKE. 
Muleshoe, Tex., celebrated the ir 50th an­
niversary June 23 w ith  a reception at the 
New V ision Church of the Nazarene. The 
Lakes have fo u r  c h ild re n  and se ve ra l 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
CLARK ARMSTRONG, fro m  Kansas C ity 

(Kans.) Bethel Glen, to Liberty, Mo.
KENT D. BRITTON, from  associate, Sey­

m our (Ind.) First, to associate, Conway 
(Ark.) First

BRUCE L. CADLE, from  W oodru ff (W is.) 
Lakeland, to Janesville (W is.) Randolph 
Park

JEFFREY CASE, fro m  associate, Kansas 
City (M o.) Dundee Hills, to pastor, Inde­
pendence (M o.) T rin ity 

DAVID E. CHILDERS, from  Cedar Rapids 
(Iow a ) Oakland, to  W est Des M oines 
(Iowa) M ission

CHRIS CURRY, from  Denver (Colo.) Grace, 
to Gardner (Kans.) New Com m unity 

RODNEY DURR, from  pastor. Poplar Bluff, 
Mo., to associate. Derby, Kans.

STEVEN W. FELTON, f ro m  s tu d e n t,  
Nazarene Theological Seminary, to pas­
tor. Kansas City (M o.) Hope Center 

J. JEFFERY FLOYD, from  associate, M ar­
tinsville, Ind., to Danville (III.) First 

RONNIE GILBERT, from  Jacksonville (Fla.)
First, to McAllen (Tex.) First 

JAMES E. McGAREY, from  M ilford, III., to 
High Point (N.C.) Oak Hollow 

J. E MITCHELL, fro m  N orth L ittle  Rock 
(Ark.) Grace, to M illinocket, Maine 

BENJAMIN T. MOORE, from  Atlantic. Iowa, 
to student, Nazarene Theological Sem i­
nary

JOHN D. O’BRECHT, from  Benton. Ky., to 
Mount Pleasant (M ich .) First 

THOMAS E. ORMSBY, from  Eleva-Strum.
Wis., to Marinette, Wis.

DONALD W. PIERCE, to pastor. Ridgway, 
Pa.

LONNIE SHELDON, fro m  A sto ria , III., to 
Galesburg (III.) Faith 

SHANE A. SMITH, from  associate, Warren 
(Pa.) First, to associate, Portage (Ind .) 
First

DAVID C. TRAN, from  Palmdale (Calif.) Lit- 
tlerock, to Spooner. Wis.

M IC H A E L C. T R A V IS , f ro m  J a n e s v il le  
(W is.) Randolph Park, to  U hrichsv ille , 
Ohio

TERRY L. WEYMAN, from  Freedom (Pa.) 
Pine Run. to Elmira (N Y.) First

Recommendations
The fo llow ing have been recommended 

by the ir respective d istrict superintendents: 
DWIGHT E. MEAD, evangelist, 512 W. 

Fort, Farmington, IL 61531, 309-245-2572, 
by Crawford M. Howe, Northw estern I l l i ­
nois District.

JAY SCHNEIDER, evangelist, P.O. Box 
522, Upland, IN 46989. 317-998-2258. by 
Stephen T. Anthony, Eastern M ichigan Dis­
trict.

LAWRENCE A. WILKINSON, evangelist, 
2306 Yale Dr., A rling ton , TX 76015. 817- 
557-4537, by Dwight E. Neuenschwander. 
Nebraska District.

Moving Missionaries
BERG. DAN and DORIS. Stateside Address: 

10927 Reeder, Overland Park, KS 66210 
BLOWERS, DAVID and CARISSA. H aiti, 

Furlough Address: 616 Chestnut, Nam­
pa, ID 83686 

BREWER, DAN and CAROLYN, Peru. New 
Field Address: Apartado 193, Chiclayo, 
PERU

BURKHART, LYNN and RUTH, S tateside 
Address: 1213 Lee View Cir., Olathe, KS 
66061

DOERR, STEVE and JOAN. Zimbabwe, Fur­
loug h  A dd ress : 618  S ix th  Ave. S.E.. 
Jamestown, ND 58401 

GOODELL, GARY and JANICE, Swaziland, 
Furlough Address: 200 Nazarene Camp 
Rd . North East, MD 21901 

HOSKINS, MARTY and DEBBIE, Venezuela, 
Stateside Address: 11711 W. 53rd St., 

. Shawnee, KS 66203
JAKOBITZ, ARLEN and JOYCE, India, Fur­

lough Address: 1990 Rock Springs Rd., 
Decatur, IL 62521 

KNOX, RICHARD and JEAN. Thailand, Field 
A d d re s s : PO Box 2 1 3 , K lo n g c h a n  
Bangkopi. Bangkok 10240, THAILAND 

McCARTY, MICHAEL and RACHEL, Tha i­
land, New Field Address: PO Box 1113, 
Suan Phlu, Bangkok 10121, THAILAND

SANDERS, TERRY and JANE. APNTS, Field 
Address: APNTS, Ortigas Avenue Exten­
s io n , K a y tik lin g . Tay tay, 1920  R izal, 
PHILIPPINES 

SAXON, RUTH, S tateside Address: 1100 
Am herst Dr., Dothan, AL 36301 

SLIN G ER LAN D , BERNIE and RHONDA. 
V enezue la , F ie ld  A d d re s s : A p a rta d o  
3977-1000, San Jose. COSTA RICA 

SWANSON, DWIGHT and KATHY. APNTS, 
Field Address: APNTS, O rtigas Avenue 
E x te n s io n , K a y tik lin g , T a y ta y , 1920  
Rizal, PHILIPPINES 

WESLEY, DAVID and GLYNDA. Argentina. 
Field A ddress: Casilla de C orreo 154. 
1629 Pilar, Buenos Aires. ARGENTINA 

ZICKEFOOSE. CRAIG and GAIL, Venezuela, 
Field Address: Apartado 132. San Anto­
nio de los Altos, 1204-A, VENEZUELA

Announcements
BARTLESVILLE (OKLA.) FIRST CHURCH

w ill ce lebra te  its  75 th  ann ive rsa ry  Aug. 
31— Sept. 1 w ith M issouri D istrict Super­
intendent Jack Eyestone speaking.

Rev. Rob McDonald encourages form er 
pastors, m em bers, and friends to jo in  in 
the celebration. For more inform ation, con­
tact M rs. Karen Ew ers, P.O. Box 1375, 
B a rt le s v ille , OK 7 4 0 0 5 -1 3 7 5 , 9 1 8 -3 3 5 - 
3211.

CHICAGO ( IL L .)  CALVARY CHURCH
(form erly Emerald Avenue Church) w ill cel­
ebrate its 70th anniversary Sept 22 w ith  
General Superin tendent Paul G. Cunning­
ham speaking, fo llowed by a dinner.

Form er pastors, m em bers, and friends 
are invited. For more inform ation, contact 
5536 W. 131st St., Crestwood. IL 60445, 
708-597-6122.

DALHART (TEXAS) CHURCH w ill ce le­
brate its 75th anniversary Sept. 14-15. Ac­
tiv ities include a 6:30 p .m . dinner Sept. 14 
at Dalhart Elementary School, fo llowed by 
a program . D istrict Superintendent Charles 
E. Jones w ill speak in the Sunday m orning 
service, fo llowed by dinner and a program 
at the school. Former pastors w ill receive 
special recognition.

Form er pastors, m em bers, and friends 
are invited to attend or send greetings. For 
m ore in fo rm a tio n , co n tac t Nelda Jones, 
P.O. Box 391. Dalhart, TX 79022, 806-249- 
2630 or Pastor Jim m ye Cole, 1102 Keeler 
Ave.. Dalhart, TX 79022, 806-249-2777.

JACKSONVILLE (F L A .) U N IVER SITY  
BOULEVARD CHURCH w ill ce lebra te  its  
40 th  an n iversary Aug. 31— Sept. 1 w ith  
special guests North Florida D istrict Super­
in tende n t D. M ood y G un ter and fo rm e r 
pastor R. W. Zollinhofer. The church 's ele­
mentary school, Christian Heritage Acade­
my, w ill celebrate its 20 th anniversary at 
the same tim e. Activ ities include a Satur­
day a fte rnoon  barbecue cookou t and 10 
a . m . Sunday w orsh ip  service, fo llow ed by 
lunch and a 1:30 p .m . celebration service.

Former members and friends are invited 
to attend o r send greetings. For m ore in ­
form ation. contact Martha Stephens. 3930 
University Blvd. S., Jacksonville, FL 32216. 
904-737-4755.

LEBANON (OREG.) CHURCH w ill ce le­
brate its  50 th  an n iversary Sept. 15 w ith  
D istrict Superintendent Gerald Manker and 
A ss is ta n t D is tr ic t S up erin tendent James 
Healy speaking in the 10 a .m . service, fo l­
lowed by a fe llo w sh ip  d inn e r and 2 p . m . 

service.
Form er pastors, m em bers, and friends 

are invited to attend or send greetings. For

WIENECKE
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m ore in fo rm ation , call the church  office, 
541-451-1550.

PORTLAND (TENN.) CHURCH w ill cele­
brate its 75th anniversary Sept. 21-22 w ith 
D istrict Superintendent J. Dennis Johnson 
speaking, fo llow ed by a meal and special 
afternoon activities.

Form er pastors, m em bers, and friends 
are invited to attend or send greetings. For 
m ore  in fo rm a tio n  o r to  RSVP, c o n ta c t 
C harles and A lice W alker, 211 G lendale 
Dr., Portland, TN 37148, 615-325-4376.

ROCHESTER (M IC H .) FIRST CHURCH 
w ill ce lebra te its  75 th an n iversary Sept.
21-22. A ctiv ities include a Saturday ban­
quet fo llow ed  by a concert, and a 10:30 
a . m . Sunday service w ith  D istrict Superin­
tendent Stephen T. Anthony speaking, fo l­
lowed by dinner.

Form er pastors, m em bers, and friends 
are invited to attend or send greetings. For 
m ore  in fo rm a tio n , co n tac t P asto r La rry  
Crum, 1520 W alton Blvd., Rochester Hills, 
M l 48309,810-571-5744.

DIRECTORIES
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS
Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 
6 4 1 3 1 . W il l ia m  J. P r in c e , c h a irm a n ; 
James. H. D iehl, v ice -cha irm an ; Paul G. 
Cunningham, secretary; Jerald D. Johnson, 
John A. Knight, Donald D. Owens.

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS EMERITUS:
V. H. Lewis, 1406 Cambridge, Olathe, KS 
66062; Orville W. Jenkins, 2309 W. 103rd 
S t., L e a w o o d , KS 6 6 2 0 6 ; W il l ia m  M.

G reathouse, 1179 Rosewood Tr., M ount 
Juliet, Tl\l 37122; Eugene L. Stowe, 5555
S. Em poria  Cir., E nglew ood, CO 80111- 
3635; Raymond W. Hurn, 7810 W. 118th, 
Overland Park, KS 66210.

Notice
Vita l S ta tis tics  are prin ted as soon as 

poss ib le  a fte r they are received. W hen 
subm itting inform ation, please observe the 
fo llow ing  guidelines:

DEATHS: Please p rov ide  name, age, 
hom etown, date of death, and the names 
of su rv ivo rs  and the ir re la tionship to  the 
deceased.

BIRTHS: Please provide parents’ names, 
hometown, name of child, sex of child, and 
date of birth.

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please 
su b m it ch u rch  an nouncem en ts  at least 
three m onths prio r to the issue you want 
the notice to be printed in.

Please inc lude  yo u r name and phone 
num ber when su bm ittin g  in fo rm ation  fo r 
Vital S tatistics to:

Herald of Holiness 
c/o Vital Statistics 

6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, MO 64131

E-Mail: 
<herald@nazarene.org>

“Anyone who would like to volunteer 
for one of our new committees, 

please signify by coughing, yawning, 
or fidgeting during my sermon.”

Come unto Me
Tom and weary 
I moved through the crowds 
surrounded by rasp laughter 
and loneliness dripping from me 
like wet clothes on a backyard line.

Music should be harmonious 
but it was a grating sound 
shattering my nerves 
and diverting my dreams.

I reached through the throngs,
and like the woman who touched His garment,
I felt the warmth of His Being
and heard the sound of His voice saying:
“Who touched Me?”
At His bidding, “Come unto Me,”
I fell at His feet
at the touch of His hands
I shed my old self
and walked into a new kingdom.

My life became a tapestry
loomed with Psalms and promises,
a changing sunset of beauty
and a separation from sin to cleansing.

Some call it religion- 
some call it a new leaf.
But I know the answer,
“I have been bom again.”

— Wauneta Hackleman

Crossword answers from page 41.
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NEWS OF RELIGION

Church Does Not Have to 
Return Tithe
The Crystal Evangelical Free Church 
has won a battle to keep tithes donated 
by a member who later declared bank­
ruptcy. The decision came in a federal 
appeals court.

The Christian Legal Society (CLS) 
filed three friend-of-the-court briefs in 
the case and presented oral arguments in 
support of the church.

The appeals court agreed that confis­
c a t in g  d o n a t io n s  m a d e  to a c h u rc h  
would substantially burden the church’s 
free exercise of religion. Applying the 
R e l ig io u s  F re ed o m  R e s to ra t io n  Act 
(RFRA), the court held that the bank­
ruptcy t ru s tee ’s at tem pt to collect all 
available money for creditors was not a 
"compelling interest" that outweighed 
religious freedom. CLS attorney Steve 
McFarland said. "Paying debts is impor­
tant, but keeping the government’s hand 
out o f  the offering plate is even more 
important."

States Gear Up to Prevent 
Homosexual Marriages
At least half of the states are moving to 
defend themselves from having to rec­
ognize same-sex marriages if, as expect­
ed, they become legal in Hawaii. This 
support o f  traditional marriage has re­
ceived a boost from Rep. Bob Barr's (R- 
Ga.) Defense o f  M arriage Act, HR 3396.

The bill would define m arriage for 
purposes of federal law only as "a legal 
union between one man and one woman 
as husband and wife." More important­
ly. the second section provides that no 
state shall be required to recognize as 
valid a marriage between persons of the 
same sex that was entered into in some 
other state. Each state is free to do what 
it w ishes, but the bill enab les  the 49 
states other than Hawaii to decide the 
same-sex marriage issue free from any 
cons ti tu t ional  com puls ion  that m ight 
arise under the Full Faith and Credit 
Clause of the Constitution. The Justice 
Department has written the subcommit­
tee saying the bill is constitutional, and 
the president is expected to sign it.

In the gay magazine Out, one gay ac­
tivist admitted that so-called gay mar­

riage is "the final tool with which to dis­
mantle all sodomy statutes, get educa­
tion about homosexuality and AIDS into 
public schools, and in short, usher in a 
sea change in how society views and 
treats us . . .  a stellar opportunity to take 
on the religious right on its own turf—  
the landscape of the family.”

The National Institutes of Health O f­
fice of Equal Opportunity is already ad­
m onish ing  em p loyees  to avo id  using 
terms like "husband" and "wife" at work 
in deference to homosexual workers.

You may get a listing of your elected 
representatives on the World Wide Web. 
T he  a d d r e s s  fo r  C o n g r e s s  is 
<http://www.house.gov>.

Tax Exempt Status of 
Churches May Be Lost
For a variety of reasons, religious orga­
nizations have historically been tax-ex­
empt in the U.S.; however, that may not 
be the case in the future. Governments 
at all levels now consume about 39 per­
cent o f  gross national income, up from 9 
percent in 1900. With such a healthy ap­
petite, several states are looking at ways 
to tax property ow ned by tax-exem pt 
groups.

In Colorado, a November ballot ini­
tiative targets a growing group of evan­
gelical organizations and churches, in­
c lu d in g  a la rg e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  in 
Colorado Springs. Because passage of 
such legislation would be such a signifi­
cant blow, religious organizations are 
expected to battle the initiative.

Christians are encouraged by the Na­
t io n a l  A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  E v a n g e l i c a l s  
(NAE) to be active, registered voters. 
N A E 's  nonpartisan  Christian C i t izen ­
ship Ministry will help members to reg­
ister and vote knowledgeably on threats 
to their churches.

An Action M anual by Tim Crater and 
Stand Up and Be Counted  by the N A E ’s 
Robert Dugan are available, along with 
a video detailing steps Christians can 
take to make a difference in their gov­
ernment.

For m ore in fo rm ation ,  write NAE, 
P.O. Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60189 (708- 
665-0500).

What If?
We come to You, Lord,

With our little crooked sticks 

Begging You to straighten them. 

Broken lives,

Broken promises,

All lie at Your feet 

Expecting Your mercy and grace. 

But—

What i f . . .

You want us to accept

Our crooked pieces of wood 

And learn to lean on You?

What i f . . .

You want us 

To live through a crisis 

Or an unfulfilled dream.

Some call it unanswered prayer, 

But—

What if through this?

We find 

Acceptance,

Tolerance,

And strength.

Dare we call it unanswered?

Dare we even ask—

What if?

—Marcia Krugh Leaser
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Over 6 0

Sour Gripes

C. Ellen Watts is a free lance  w rite r liv ing  
in N am pa, Idaho.

“ It ’s n o n e  o f  m y  b u s in e s s , o f  
c o u rse , but y o u  o u g h t to  d o  s o m e ­
th in g  about th is h o u s e ,” sa id  the 
n e ig h b o r  w h o  had  c o m e  to  b orrow  
ou r ladder.

Other than that we owned more 
square feet of stuff than the com­
bined measurements of our closets,
I hadn’t known the house had prob­
lems.

He pointed to an inch-wide crack 
between the brick facing and the 
sidewalk leading to the front door. 
“This building,” he intoned, “is 
moving away from the sidewalk.”

As he shouldered the borrowed 
ladder and took his gloomy self 
back down the street, I smiled. The 
house was not moving away from 
the sidewalk, of course. After 40- 
some years of heaven-sent rain, the 
soil had shifted enough to move the 
sidewalk from where it may once 
have touched the house. Since the 
front steps began where the side­
walk left off, they, too, had parted 
company with the brick by maybe a 
scant half inch.

According to Murphy’s Law, 
“Everything put together falls apart 
sooner or later.” If we lived in that

house for another 20 or 30 years, we 
might eventually need to consider 
redoing the cement work. Maybe 
not.

“Negative is not a positive way to 
live!” I considered shouting after our 
otherwise good neighbor. Knowing 
that if I 'd  served him my last half­
glass of lemonade he’d have called 
the vessel half empty, I didn’t.
Gloom and doomers tend to get a 
mite stubborn and possessive over 
what some of us might call a bad 
habit of looking on the black side of 
every hole.

Having fed on sour gripes for the 
bulk of her woebegone life, Dad’s 
cousin, Kate, was a pro at pes­
simism. Kate was older than Dad, 
and alone. Most Sunday afternoons, 
we had to take turns going with our 
parents to visit her. Mom, I think, 
would have relished tak­
ing turns with us kids.
Spending her weekly 
scant half-day of rest 
with a habitual crape- 
hanger must have 
dunked her into the ulti­
mate of pits.

If Dad told Kate the 
crops on her small farm 
looked good, she retort­
ed that it would “soon 
hail and fix that.” M om ’s bouquet of 
roses “stank up the place.” And on 
and on.

If Kate had been but a worry wart, 
a few hugs might have cheered our 
miserable cousin from the negative 
world she’d designed for herself.
But Kate had practiced hard at look­
ing on the dark side, and she wasn’t 
about to allow anyone’s good word 
to outweigh the fact that sooner or

later, the worst was bound to occur.
Like age and tight pajamas, nega­

tive notions tend to creep up on a 
person. One day you were for what­
ever might win folks to the Lord 
and build them up in Him, and the 
next day, it’s never been done that 
way before. Or hired, wired, or un­
choired for that matter. Certainly 
not accompanied by such decibels.

The bulletin’s folded wrong, the 
building’s too costly, and the 
preacher uses/doesn’t use the NIV. 
While the congregation goes down­
hill in a green persimmon basket led 
by Neil Diamond look-alikes, the 
young tuck church-logoed T-shirts 
into shorts to share cold water, and 
the changing face of church litera­
ture looks suspiciously unholy. 
Eventually, ain’t nothin’ in all 
Christendom gonna turn out right.

Since it takes something like nine 
positives to clear away the mess left 
by a single negative, maybe the time 
has come to revive the old popular 
tune that said we should accentuate 
the positive, get clean rid of the 
negative, and never to mess with 
stuff landing in the cracks.

Could be that Robert Frost

penned these words just for naysay- 
ers:

I turned to speak to God 
About the world's despair;

But to make matters worse 
I found  God wasn't there.* 

God, like our little brick house, 
was still in His place. It had to be 
the sidewalk that moved.

'"Not All There,” from The Harper Religious and Inspirational 
Quotation Companion, Harper and Row, 1989.

She wasn’t about to allow 
anyone’s good word to outweigh 
the fact that sooner or later, the 
worst was bound to occur.
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Observer at Large

The Advantages of 
Disadvantages

John C. Bowling is p re s id e n t o f  O livet 
N azarene University.

Two r e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  have me 
thinking about the advantages of dis­
advantages.

One experience was a visit to our 
chapel service by Joni Eareckson Ta- 
da. As a teenager, Joni was injured in 
a diving accident that left her para­
lyzed and confined to a wheelchair 
without the use of hands, arms, or 
legs. Nonetheless, she now has a 
worldwide influence for Christ.

Joni is the founder and president of 
Joni and Friends Ministries, an orga­
nization dedicated to Christian min­
istry among disabled persons. She is 
also known internationally as a gifted 
speaker, writer, singer, and artist. Joni 
spoke in quiet yet forceful tones: “J e ­
sus turned  H is cross into a sym bol o f  
hope and  freedom . H is brokenness  
becam e an avenue to  g lorify  the F a ­
ther. Can I do  any less? M y w heel­
cha ir is the prison  G od has used  to 
se t m y spirit fre e !"

A second experience occurred dur­
ing the commencement ceremony of 
the university. As names were being 
called and diplomas distributed, a 
young man was wheeled to the edge of 
the platform. Then, leaving his chair 
behind, he made his way, with the as­
sistance of a walker, across the stage to 
receive his diploma. As he was head­
ing toward the other side, he fell. Sev­

eral individuals seated on the platform 
rushed to help him up. “1 can make it,” 
he said, and without assistance, he 
picked himself up. The crowd sponta­
neously broke into applause as an ex­
pression of support for his fortitude.

1 am confident that if these persons 
could change their circumstances and 
be physically whole once more, they 
would. But because they cannot 
change the outer person, they have 
come to grips more fully with the 
task of changing the inner person. 
Each one's limitation has become a 
lens through which to see Christ and 
His kingdom more clearly.

I am reminded of Paul’s '"thorn in the 
flesh”: “Three times I pleaded with the 
Lord to take it away from me. But he 
said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weakness, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. That is 
why, for Christ’s sake, I de­
light in weaknesses, in in­
sults, in hardships, in perse­
cutions, in difficulties. For 
when I am weak, then I am 
strong” (2 Corinthians 
12:8-10, n i v ) .  One thing 
that limits our capacity to 
receive the strength of the 
Lord is reliance upon our 
own strength.

During Joni’s message, 
she looked out across a 
sea of healthy young people and with 
great tenderness and conviction re­
minded them that there are many 
kinds of brokenness. A broken neck, 
a broken home, broken promises, 
shattered dreams— all of these can be 
avenues to find God’s grace and pow­
er. The promise is that God works in 
all things for our good and His glory.

In the Book of Job, it says that God 
will test us and try us until we “come 
forth as gold.” When asked how long

he kept the gold in the fire, a gold­
smith replied, “Until I can see my 
face in it.” It may well be that the dis­
appointments, heartaches, and strug­
gles of life compose the very process 
by which we become more like 
Christ. When life gets tough, we ei­
ther break down or break through.

Sooner or later, our theology must 
become biography. We must experi­
ence the truths we believe, and not all 
of them are experienced through plea­
sure. Pain often amplifies the message 
we can’t otherwise hear.

Dr. M. Scott Peck opens his best­
seller The R o a d  L ess Traveled  with 
this statement: “Life is difficult.” He 
continues by saying, “This is a great 
truth, one of the greatest truths. It is a 
great truth because once we truly see 
this truth, we transcend it.”

Problems are the litmus paper of 
human character. They show our true 
colors, and as we see ourselves more 
clearly, we can grow. Have you no­
ticed that many of the psalms were 
born of difficulty, many of the epis­
tles were written in prison, many of 
the messages of the prophets were 
sent to help prepare the people of 
God for times of trial? Perhaps James 
said it best: “Consider it pure joy, my 
brothers, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that

the testing of your faith develops per­
severance. Perseverance must finish 
its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything” 
(James 1:2-4, n i v ) .

The advantage of a disadvantage is 
that it often enables us to both see 
God more clearly and display His 
grace to others more fully. Thus, 
problems become either prisons or 
prisms. Let His light shine through 
the darkness. tfc

When life gets tough, we either 
break down or break through.

JOHN C. BOWLING
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m a r k e d g o p y ^

Notes from an editor’s journal 
by Mark Graham, Managing Editor

Know Any “ Good” Christians?

REASON FOR HOPE_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
c o n tin u e d  f r o m  p a g e  39

every human. It isn’t very difficult 
to grasp the concept well enough to 
provide a simple explanation o f  a 
loving God providing a plan of for­
giveness for all who follow His Son 
Jesus as Lord.

How Hopeful Do You Look?
The fourth reason is certainly the 

most common— people don’t ask us 
to share the reason for our hope be­
cause they d on’t see much hope in 
us!

If that is their perception , it is 
p ro b a b ly  o u r  rea l i ty .  In s te a d  o f  
hope, our world too often sees the 
same things in our lives that they 
experience in their own. Do they see 
discord, jealousy, anger, selfish am ­
b i t io n ,  and  o th e r  s in fu l  h a b i ts ?  
G a la t ia n s  h as  a te rm  fo r  th e se  
things: acts of  the sinful nature. If 
we are authentic Christians, those 
around us will see love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faith­
fulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
T h ese  are  n o th in g  less  than  the 
virtues of Christ, which G od’s Spirit 
wants to develop in every Christian.

So what do we do about our real 
p ro b le m  o f  s e e m in g  to h av e  no 
more hope than the world? Do we 
bear down and try harder? Frederick 
Buechner rejects this approach as he 
w ri te s ,  “ You can m ak e  y o u rs e l f  
moral. You can make yourself reli­
gious. But you cannot make your­
self love. The only way to be truly 
loving is to thoroughly embrace the 
fact that Jesus knows who we really 
are, even in our sin, and he loves us 
so much that he died for us an y ­
way.”

It is im p o ss ib le  to g ive  aw ay 
something we d o n ’t have. For too 
many, the Christian faith is a good 
theory, but they haven’t experienced 
its power to heal a marriage or to 
break an addiction. When we really 
comprehend what God has done for 
us, forgiving us right in the middle of 
our sin and offering to empower us as 
we follow Jesus as Lord, our hope 
shines through. ^

A re there “good” Christians and 
“bad” Christ ians? Depends on 
what you mean by good and bad, 
I guess. Many years ago, I made 

the mistake of telling a man who was do­
ing some work for me, “Earl, you ’re a 
mighty good Baptist.” He seemed to take 
offense and shot back, “Oh no. None of 
us is good.” He then proceeded to quote 
Isaiah 64:6 to me, and I 
went into another  room 
wondering why he was so 
touchy.

I will leave it to you to 
deb a te  the q u es t io n  in 
your Sunday School class 
next week. (You do a t ­
tend, don’t you?) For now,
I would like to tell you 
about a “good” Christian I 
happen to know.

Cathy and I once lived 
in a community where one 
of  our neighboring families w asn’t too 
neighborly. In fact, sometimes they were 
dow nrigh t rude. We would smile and 
wave and even try to meaningfully con­
verse at the mailbox or across the fence, 
but nothing seemed to work.

Cathy and I discussed the matter and 
tried to figure out where we had gone 
wrong. It could have been the time their 
kid cussed our son, and I phoned them to 
report on the language he had used. (Joey 
may have deserved the cussing, but still, 
eight-year-olds shouldn't use that kind of 
language.) Then there was the time their 
kid walked into our house without being 
invited. We called about that one too.

Whatever the reason, it finally got to 
the point that our waves and “hellos” 
were greeted with stony indifference.

“I don’t care if they won’t wave back; 
we should  still be friendly  to th e m .” 
Cathy said.

I must admit that I wasn’t too quick to 
agree with her, but I did see her point.

Several weeks after this conversation, I 
got home to find the house deserted, ex­
cept for our mindless Shih-Tzu. Shortly 
befo re  6 p . m . ,  C athy  and Joey  cam e 
rolling in with an armload of groceries. I

watched as Cathy ripped lids from boxes 
of Stouffer’s frozen lasagna and a Mrs. 
S m ith ’s cherry pie. She w rapped the 
items in foil and put them in a big box, 
tossed in a yard-long  loaf  of  French 
bread, and started heading out the door.

Being a bit hungry myself, and it being 
dinnertime, I asked: “Where are you go­
ing?” She replied: “I just heard that the 

K rav itzes  were hit by 
l igh tn ing  and some of 
the ir  app l iances  were 
knocked out. I 'm  taking 
this over for their supper.” 

Well, blow me to the 
Bahamas. Here was my 
wife, taking what, by my 
es t im a t io n ,  was abou t 
$20 worth of food over to 
folks who wouldn’t even 
talk to us. But as I stood 
there thinking about it, I 
knew  tha t w hat C a thy  

was doing was the essence of the gospel. 
Jesus himself called for it in the Sermon 
on the Mount: “But I tell you: Love your 
enemies and pray for those who perse­
cu te  you, tha t you m ay be sons [or 
daughters] o f  your Father in heaven” 
(Matthew 5:44-45, n i v ).

We have tried to teach Joey that love is 
more than an emotion. The best example 
we have of  it is o f  one Jesus Chris t  
stretched out, dying between earth and 
sky on a stony outcropping just outside 
Jerusalem. Showing love there wasn't a 
feel-good kind of thing. It took character, 
courage, and self-effacement the likes of 
which have never been equaled. Most 
importantly, it was an act performed on 
behalf of persons (like me and you) who 
aren't always very "neighborly.”

I am always proud of my wife (in a 
C h r is t ian  sort o f  w ay),  but I was 
especially so on that spring afternoon. 
She had shown our neighbors, our son, 
and me what it means to be a “good” 
Christian.

“ I don’t care if 
they w on’t wave  
back; we should 
still be friendly  

to th em .”
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Late N ews

Steve Spald­
in g ,  3 3 ,  a 
g r a d u a t e  
s t u d e n t  at 
N o r t h w e s t  
N a z a r e n e  
C o l l e g e ,  

was killed June 5 in a bicy- 
c le-vehic le  accident on In­
terstate 84 in Nampa, Idaho. 
S p a ld in g  w as  to  h a v e  r e ­
ce ived  an M.Ed. degree  in 
school co u n se l in g  the fo l ­
lowing Sunday.

A n a t i v e  o f  S i l v e r t o n ,  
C o l o . ,  a n d  a g r a d u a t e  o f

T he  1996 E a s te r  O ffe r in g  
fo r  W o r ld  E v a n g e l i s m  
topped $9.1 million for the 
se c o n d  c o n s e c u t iv e  y ea r ,  
acco rd ing  to S teve Weber, 
S te w a rd sh ip  D e v e lo p m e n t  
M inistr ies director. The fi­
nal total for the Easter O f ­
fe r in g  w as  $ 9 ,1 3 1 ,2 9 1 .4 2  
— just $110,195.66 short of 
the record offering received 
in 1993.

“ In a w o r ld  f i l le d  w ith  
n u m e ro u s  open  do o rs  that 
allow us to share the good 
n e w s  o f  J e s u s '  lo v e  an d  
c o m p a s s i o n ,  th is  t r e m e n ­
dous outpouring o f  generos­
ity  e x p r e s s e d  by  c a r i n g  
N azarenes  will m ake  eter-

W e s te rn  S ta te  C o l l e g e  in 
G u n n iso n ,  C olo .,  S pald ing  
w o rk e d  w i th  a t - r i s k  c h i l ­
d r e n  at M o u n t a i n  C o v e  
Learning Center  in Boise.

He was described by his 
adv iser ,  R ich a rd  C ra ig ,  as 
an av id  o u td o o r sm a n  w ho 
e n j o y e d  b ik i n g  a n d  ro c k  
climbing. Spalding also was 
a helicopter mechanic in the 
National Guard.

A m em oria l  service was 
h e ld  J u n e  7 on  th e  N N C  
campus.

nal d if fe ren ce s  in e x p a n d ­
ing G o d ’s k ingdom  around 
th e  w o r l d , "  W e b e r  s a id .  
“ T h e  p e o p le  c a l le d  N a z a ­
renes should be congratu lat­
ed for m aking this financial 
com m itm ent represented by 
this great offering.”

T h e  o f fe r in g  w ill  a l lo w  
the Church o f  the Nazarene 
to  c o n t in u e  to  e x p a n d  its 
missionary work, according 
to Weber.

The church now has offi­
cial p resence  in 111 world  
a re as ,  w ith  p la n s  to  e n te r  
several new  fields as add i­
t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  b e c o m e s  
available.

North Carolina 
Elects Barnes

J. M a rk
B a rn e s ,  53 ,  
w as  e le c te d  
s u p e r i n t e n ­
d e n t  o f  th e  
N o r t h  C a r ­
o l i n a  D i s ­

trict June 20, acco rd ing  to 
G e n e r a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
John  A. K night.  T he  e le c ­
tion cam e on the fifth ballot 
by the North Caro lina  D is­
trict Assem bly.  Barnes a c ­
ce p te d  the  call and  began  
his new assignment July 21.

Barnes m oved  to the su­
p e r i n t e n d e n c y  f r o m  th e  
p a s t o r a t e  o f  C h a r l o t t e ,  
N .C .,  P inev i l le  C h u rc h  o f  
the Nazarene, where he had 
s e r v e d  s in c e  F e b r u a r y  
1995. Prior  to this he pas- 
tored churches in Michigan, 
I l l i n o i s ,  A l a b a m a ,  M i s ­
s o u r i ,  I n d i a n a ,  a n d  W e st  
Virginia. He was o rda ined  
in T967 on the  W est V ir ­
ginia District.

B arnes a t tended  T revec-  
ca  N a z a r e n e  C o l l e g e  and  
w as  o r d a in e d  in 1967 on  
the West V irginia D istrict.  
He and his wife, Lucy, have 
a son, John Mark.

The election was p rom pt­
ed  by the re t i rem en t o f  D. 
E u g e n e  S i m p s o n ,  w h o  
served as superintendent of 
the North Caro lina  District 
for 10 years. Prior to this he 
pastored churches including 
Marion. Ohio, First; W ichi­
ta, Kans., Linwood; A nder­
son, Ind., G oodw in  M em or­
ial; P o m p a n o  B each ,  Fla.; 
and Gainesv il le ,  Fla., S u b ­
urbia.

S im pson is a graduate of  
Trevecca N azarene College 
and  N az a ren e  T h eo lo g ica l  
Seminary. He was honored  
with the docto r  o f  d iv inity  
degree by T N C  in 1991.

Spruce Appointed
J a m e s  R. 
S p r u c e ,  54 ,  
s e n i o r  p a s ­
to r  o f  F lin t,  
M ich .,  C e n ­
tra l  C h u r c h  
o f  the  N a z ­

a rene ,  has  been  ap p o in te d  
s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  the  N e ­
b ra sk a  D is tr ic t ,  a c c o rd in g  
to  G en e ra l  S u p e r in te n d e n t  
D o n a ld  D. O w en s .  S p ruce  
began  his new  as s ig n m e n t  
Aug. 1.

T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  w a s  
p rom pted by the retirement 
o f  D w ig h t  N e u e n s c h w a n -  
der, w ho had served as su ­
per in tenden t o f  the distric t 
since 1985. Phil Riley, for­
m e r  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  M in ­
istries director, was elected 
to s u c c e e d  N e u e n s c h w a n -  
d e r  on  the  10th b a l lo t  by 
the  N e b r a s k a  D is t r ic t  A s ­
sembly June 21. Riley sub ­
sequently dec lined  the call, 
w h i c h  p r o m p t e d  th e  a p ­
pointm ent by O wens.

S p ru c e  is a g r a d u a te  o f  
Bethany  N azarene  College  
and  N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  
S e m i n a r y .  H e  h o l d s  a 
D .M in .  d e g r e e  f ro m  M c ­
C orm ick  Theologica l S em i­
nary. He se rv e d  as s e n io r  
p as to r  at F lin t  C e n tra l  for 
a lmost seven years. Prior to 
th is  he p a s to re d  in W a s h ­
ington. Texas, Illinois, and 
M ic h ig a n .  S p ru c e  and  his 
w i f e ,  K a r e n ,  h a v e  th r e e  
ch i ld ren ,  C y n th ia .  S teven ,  
and Sharolyn.

P r io r  to  s e rv in g  in N e ­
b r a s k a .  N e u e n s c h w a n d e r  
w as  s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  the 
N ew  Z e a la n d  D is t r ic t  fo r  
f ive  y ea rs .  B e fo re  th is  he 
w as  p r o f e s s o r  o f  e v a n g e ­
lism at N azarene Bible C o l­
lege and served in E vange­
l i s m  M i n i s t r i e s .  H e  a l s o  
p a s t o r e d  c h u r c h e s  in 
Kansas and Colorado.

SNU Women’s Program Ranked Third
A r e c o r d - s e t t in g  y e a r  fo r  
the Southern Nazarene U ni­
versity w o m en ’s sports pro­
g r a m  r e s u l t e d  in a th i r d -  
p la c e  n a t io n a l  r a n k in g  in 
N A IA  A ll-Sports  c o m p e t i ­
t io n .  T h e  S N U  w o m e n  
achieved the ranking with a 
total o f  125 points fo l lo w ­
ing th e i r  m o s t  s u c c e s s fu l  
year in sports.

T he L ady R edsk ins  b a s ­
ketball team won their third 
s tra igh t N a t iona l  C h a m p i ­
o n sh ip ,  and  S N U  g rab b e d

an individual National Title 
in the w o m e n ’s indoor 800 
meters. The university also 
posted its best finish ever in 
w o m en ’s soccer with a third 
place national finish. W om ­
e n ’s teams in cross country, 
tennis,  and g o lf  also m ade  
national appearances.

T h e  N A I A  A l l - S p o r t s  
c o n te s t  m e a s u r e s  the  s u c ­
cess o f  an institu tion’s over­
all a th letic p rogram  by the 
a c c u m u la t io n  o f  p o in ts  at 
all levels.

NNC Grad Student Dies in Accident

Easter Offering Tops $9.1 Million
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NEXT
DILI  in yo u r spiritual 
jou rney? The Satisfied H eart Topical Bible 
S tu d y  Series is the right place to start. 
Designed for personal spiritual form ation, 
one-on-one m entoring, or group study, this 
series offers refreshing insights that dare to 
"dig a little deeper" by challenging you  to 
grow  in yo u r spiritual journey w ith  God. 
A n  instruction guide for sm all-group lead­
ers is included.

R eady
TO TAKE 
THE



S E C O N D - C L A S S  P O S T A G E  P A I D  A T  K A N S A S  C I T Y .  M O .  • A U G U S T  1 9 9 6

P R I M A R Y
Teacher

Teacher

R e s o u r c e s  for ' ■ J L .
B a b y ’s  Firs t Year a t  C h u r c h

Teacher

Teacher

Teacher

Teacher

PRAYER
—

Teacher

AVOIDING ABUSIVE 
LIFESTYLES

Rediscover God's Word 
Through Sunday School!

W o r d A c t i o n  p r o v i d e s  t h e
RESOURCES THAT ARE

■  TRUE TO THE WORD -W ordA ction helps you
lead students o f  all ages through the m ajor them es and sections o f 
Scripture. 1

I TRUE TO LIFE— W ordAction helps you challenge your 
class m em bers to m ove beyond m ere head know ledge and apply 
G od 's Word to life.

■  T R U E  T O  T H E  C H U R C H   W ordAction helps
you build Christian character and understanding with an em phasis on 
holy living.

P L U S
■  Award-Winning Church Hour Kits
Koinonia Kids and Kinder Church P ow er P ack  are recognized 
by the leading m agazine for ch ild ren’s m inistry as two o f  the 
top six products available from  any publisher.

■  The Dialog Series—a  unique feature o f  our 
Sunday School m aterials— 20 topical studies to choose from 
for adult classes that want to tackle a current issue as a 
change o f  pace.
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