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POSITIVE SELF-ESTEEM
DISCOVERING
| WHO | AM
IN CHRIST

BY RONALD L. PHELPS

ew people experience the godly
blend of contentment and sat-
isfaction that God planned for
them. From the starting point
of life, we find ourselves searching to
give peace to an inner restlessness we
cannot explain. This hunger causes us
to find people who will fill the void in
our lives. The desire for acceptance
forces us to act and react for the praise
of others.

In the Scriptures, God has given us
the necessary tools and words to dis-
cover our significance and worth as
He sees us. From the earliest chapters
of Genesis, we read of man’s creation,
his intended purpose and value. In
the New Testament, we discover a clue
to human worth in God’s love for us
through Christ’s coming, death, and
resurrection.



The inner desirefor self-esteem is given
to us by God, and only He can satisfy us.



As Christians, we need an
accurate knowledge of God’s
truth. This is the first step in
our search for personal self-
worth.

“W hether labeled ‘self-
esteem’ or ‘self-worth,’ the
feeling of significance is cru-
cial to the emotional, spiri-
tual, and social stability of
people. The need to believe
we are significant is the driv-
ing element within the hu-
man spirit. Understanding
this single need opens the
door to understanding our
actions and attitudes”
(Robert S. McGee, The
Search for Significance, 13).

The bookstores are filled
with self-help books that
promise to increase and im-
prove the individual’s self-
worth. What has to be un-
derstood is that the inner
desire for self-esteem s
given to us by God, and
only He can satisfy us. We
desire to recapture the rela-
tionship of Adam with God
in the garden. Lost as a re-
sult of sin, we struggle to re-
gain our lost sense of worth
and value. That sense of self-worth is found only
when we accept the love and acceptance of God. He
created man. Only He understands how to meet all
our needs.

Apart from God’s redemptive plan and His total
provision for our needs, no one will ever discover
true self-worth. As we trust in the Lord for our for-
giveness, our salvation, and our sanctification, we
begin to discover our worth in the eyes of God.

Our difficulty in living daily what God says is
true, is the result of Satan’s lies that have been em-
bedded in our subconscious minds. The lies of Satan
began to be planted into our minds from birth. We
learned his lies about our self-worth from those who
cared for us as children. Many agree that by age six
we have already hidden our self-worth ideas in the
deepest subconscious areas of our minds. All our ex-
periences of life from that point are filtered through
our belief system about ourselves and our worth. Sa-
tan would have us believe:

Four False Beliefs
There are four false beliefs Satan likes to anchor
deep in our self-concept. First, | must meet certain
standards to feel good about myself. Second, | must
be approved (accepted) by certain others to feel good
about myself. Third, those who fail are unworthy of
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The provisions for our
mental well-being are
found in Scripture.

love and deserve to be punished. Fourth, | am what |
am. | cannot change. | am hopeless.

There is a biblical answer to each of the false be-
liefs of Satan.

If we could just know the false belief and not ac-
cept it, our problem would be easy to solve. How-
ever, each false belief has consequences. If my life is
lived trying to meet the standards of people in order
to feel good about myself, I will live with the fear of
failure. Each day will bring a dread of failure to meet
expectations. Will | be good enough, will | do the
job right, will I reach the goal?

The solution to the problem is to understand
God’s answer. God’s answer is Justification. Justifi-
cation means God not only has forgiven me of my
sins but also has granted me the righteousness of
Christ. Because ofjustification, | have the righteous-
ness of Christ and am pleasing to the Father (Ro-
mans 5:1).

If my life is lived trying to gain the approval of
certain others in order to feel good about myself, |
will live with the fear of rejection. I will do what oth-
ers want, right or wrong, in order to not experience
rejection. We see the force of peer pressure in our
society today. It isn’t something that affects just the
youth. Adults of all ages suffer from this lie of Satan.
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God’s answer is Reconciliation. Reconciliation
means that, although at one time 1was hostile and
alienated from God, | now have been forgiven and
brought into an intimate relationship with God.
Consequently, | am totally accepted by God (Colos-
sians 1:21-22).

If I live with the lie that those who fail are un-
worthy of love and deserve to be punished, | will live
with the fear of punishment. Further, I will develop
a pattern of punishing others for their wrongs.

God’s answer is Propitiation. Propitiation means
to satisfy the wrath of someone who has been un-
justly wronged. It is an act that soothes hostility and
satisfies the need for vengeance. Giving His only
Son as the propitiation for our sins was a living
demonstration of the depth of God’s love for man (1
John 4:9-11; Romans 5:6-11). We free ourselves from
Satan's lie by understanding and applying the truth
of propitiation through saturating our minds with
those passages of Scripture that tell us of God’s love
for us.

If | accept the fourth lie of Satan, “I am what I
am. | cannot change. | am hopeless,” then | live with
the consequences of shame, inferiority, and may de-
velop destructive behavior patterns. God’s answer to
such influence is Regeneration. Regeneration means
that  am a new creature in Christ (John 3:3-6).

Regeneration is not a self-improvement program.
Regeneration is nothing less than the impartation of
new life. Paul told the Ephesians we were once dead
in our sins, but we have been made alive in Christ.
We are alive, forgiven, and complete in Christ (Titus
3:3-7).

The key to a redemptive view of self-worth or
self-esteem is simply discovering who we are in
Christ. The provisions for our mental well-being are
found in Scripture. We will always be influenced by
Satan’s lies. They are the result of the fall of man.
part of our imperfect world. The lies and their influ-
ence are not removed when we are saved, nor are
they cleansed away when we are sanctified. They re-
main in our deepest subconscious minds as false be-
liefs. We are able to overcome the false beliefs by in-
ternalizing the true beliefs that God’s Word details
for us so clearly.

Yes, we suffer from an epidemic of low self-
esteem. It will continue until we discover our self-
worth is not in others’ opinion of us, or their accep-
tance of us, but in God’s stated truth of us in His
Word. We are His children, deeply loved, completely
forgiven, totally accepted, and complete in Him.
Who could suffer from a low value of personal
worth knowing that?

Ronald L. Phelps is an ordained Nazarene minister, serving
as chaplain at Presbyterian Hospital, Oklahoma City. A
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SIS view po

eclining numbers (churches,
church members, Sunday
Schools, or clergy) have

Sent from God

BY RAYMOND W. HURN

certs of prayer for those who have
testified to God’s call.
When the apostle John acknowl-

been generally acknowledged edged the forerunner of Jesus (John

mainline Christianity in America.
There are also declining numbers of
those preparing for the ministry. Poll-
sters, pundits, and preachers during
the last decade have analyzed and
discussed these trends at length.

How refreshing then to see that
during the 1992 assembly season in
the Church of the Nazarene there is
overwhelming evidence that God is
revealing himself to hundreds of
young people as they respond to His
call to preach the gospel and to other
areas of full-time Christian service.

During the year of our “go ...
preach” emphasis, we are identifying
those whom God has called. Since
nearly all preachers testify to recog-
nition of a call from God in child-
hood or teen years, it seemed impor-
tant to identify those persons early so
that nurturing, prayers, and active in-
volvement could encourage young
people in fulfilling the call of God on
their lives.

In Seattle (Washington Pacific Dis-
trict), in answer to the appeal to iden-
tify noncredentialed persons who
have a call from God, parents and
other delegates witnessed to knowl-
edge of those who have such a call.
They came forward quickly to kneel
in prayer, and later to give names, lo-
cations, and ages of 69 different per-
sons. District assemblies that fol-
lowed had a consistent pattern of
response similar to Seattle. Those
named were mostly teens and youn-
ger who presently do not have a dis-
trict license or ministry assignment,
though some were older. The active
elders, licensed ministers, and minis-
terial retirees joined us in these con-
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the Baptist), he described the Baptist
as being “a man sent from God ...
for a witness ... ofthe Light, that all
men through him might believe. He
was not that Light, but was sent to
bear witness of that Light” (John
1:6-8).

When the apostle Paul testified be-
fore Agrippa he told of his call when

“| treasured the
warm presence of
Christ in my boyish
heart and ... it
encouraged me to
say yes to God’s
will.”

a voice from heaven said to him,
“Stand on your feet. | have appeared
to you to appoint you as a servant
and as a witness of what you have
seen of me and what | will show you.

I am sending you to open their
eyes and turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan to
God, so that they may receive for-
giveness of sins and a place among
those who are sanctified by faith in
me” (Acts 26:16-18, NIV).

God still “sends” those whom He
calls. Children and youth in large
numbers still respond by saying yes
to God’s will. Increasing numbers of
people in mid-life are also respond-
ing in increasing numbers, but the
proportion is much smaller in youth-
ful categories. Local church members

In t

must be constantly aware of the im-
mense importance of creating a local
atmosphere that will encourage and
not frustrate the call of God in the
lives of the young. By our very per-
sonhood, our demeanor, attitudes,
and actions we must indicate that
God’s will, God’s way, is always best,
always right. In the pressure of “do-
ing” the work of God can we not
concentrate on “being” at our best in

God’s will and God’s plan?
Constantly acknowledging God’s
call and encouraging those who ad-
mit to a special call of God will keep
faith and hope alive for the future.
Our friendship, conversation, mod-
eling of Christian attitudes are im-
portant in shaping leaders for the fu-
ture. Pastors and staff persons help
immeasurably to establish the atmo-
sphere by their tender ministrations.
I reflect with great pleasure on the
moment in a worship service as a
preschooler when Pastor L. D. Meg-
gars held a Communion service in
the Ontario, Oreg., Church. He in-
vited children first to gather around
him at the altar. He explained the
death and resurrection of Christ. He
led us into a commitment of our-
selves to Christ with gentleness and
deep meaning. Christ’s presence be-
came so near and so precious in that
moment that during teenage ups and
downs | would venture only so far
away from God’s will, but no further
for memory ofthat precious moment
when Christ was so real. | have never
referred to this as a childhood con-
version because | picked up the idea
that the adults believed that you
couldn’t be converted until you
reached the age “of accountability.” |
did not know for sure when account-
ability might occur. | treasured the
continued on page 11
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ROGER L. HAHN

How Far Can You Push God?

Thus says the Lord, "For three
transgressions of Tyre andfor four I
will not turn back the punishment.
For they handed over complete
communitiesfor deportation to
Edom and they did not remember
the covenant ofbrotherhood”
(Amos 1:9).*

y three sons love to see
how far they can push
me. They seem gen-

ment of sins committed, and fi-
nally a statement of the pun-
ishment that was coming. The ex-
pression, “For three transgressions
and for four ... ” reflects the style
of listing found in Proverbs 6:16-19
and 30:15-31. The point is that
God had already tolerated several
instances of disobedience. Not only
has God tolerated repeated sin, but
He has been defied in the process.
The word translated “transgres-

uinely curious to know whethndrthroughout Amos 1—2 liter-

not they’ll be punished for dis-
obeying me. Even if they will be
punished, they seem to have some
kind of lottery going to see whether
punishment will come after the
first act of disobedience, the third,
or the seventh. They act as if they
are ignorant of this process and
will admit only under pressure that
they had been warned and knew
what they should do. They only
shrug when | ask, “How often do
you think I’m going to let you get
away with disobeying me?”

Amos 1—2 indicates that the
question, “How long do you think
I’m going to let you get away with
disobedience?” was on God’s mind
as He dealt with the Northern
Kingdom of Israel. Amos’ ministry
represented one of God’s final at-
tempts to explain the importance
of obedience to Israel before judg-
ment came sweeping over them.
About 30 years after he affirmed
the Lord’s commitment to obe-
dience, the Assyrians destroyed the
Northern Kingdom. Eight times in
Amos 1:3—2:16 the prophet
pointed his finger at transgression
and declared judgment. First,
Amos targeted the surrounding na-
tions; eventually, the accusation
pointed home to Judah and Israel.

The prophet followed a basic
pattern: “For three transgressions
. .and for four, | will not turn
back the punishment,” then a state-
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ally means “act of rebellion” or
“revolt.” The prophet is not pro-
testing accidental slipping in an ef-
fort to obey God. He is describing
the intentional decision to do the
opposite of what God had com-
manded. Israel and the surround-
ing nations defied God's
will to pursue a self-
centered agenda.

The sins Amos con-
demned provide an im-
portant insight into
God’s character and pur-
pose. The sins of the sur-
rounding nations all vio-
lated other human
beings. Gaza and Tyre
were condemned for up-
rooting communities for
deportation (Amos 1.6,
9). Edom was judged for relentless
pursuit of kinsmen to kill them
(Amos 1:11). The Ammonites had
ripped open pregnant women in
their “scorched earth” military of-
fensive against Gilead (Amos 1:13).
Moab had desecrated the bones of
the Edomite king (Amos 2:1). The
Northern Kingdom sold out the
righteous poor and lived with glut-
tonous greed and sexual immoral-
ity (Amos 2:6-8). Each nation knew
that the actions Amos condemned
were wrong, but they arrogantly
did them anyway.

Amos’ message is that God will
not be pushed forever. He will not

tolerate continued injustice. The
judgment pronounced against Is-
rael's neighbors was the burning of
their walls and fortresses with fire.
God would destroy the source of
confidence and strength that en-
abled their acts of injustice. They
would become as vulnerable as
their enemies had been before
them.

God will not tolerate injustice
from us in the late 20th century
any more than He did in the day
of Amos. Should we attempt to
boost our egos or accelerate our
climbing the ladder by stepping on
others, our very strength will turn
into faltering, uninvited vulner-
ability, and eventual downfall.
Jesus’ teaching on servanthood in

The whole earth catalog
ofsins that stirred God3

wrath were sins that
violated people.

Mark 10:42-45 shows that God has
not changed His mind about how
people are to be treated.

Forfurther study: (1) Read Amos
1:1—2:16. Describe how the sins of
Israel and Judah differedfrom
those oftheir neighbors. (2) Read
Romans 1:18-32. How is the judg-
ment of God expressed in Romans
1:24, 26, and 28 similar to the
judgment described in Amos 1—2°?
(3) Ask God to reveal to you an
area of relationship in which you
need to become more sensitive and
Christlike in your treatment ofthat
other person.

‘Scripture quotations are the author's own translation. hr



Abused Believers

arolyn’s punishment for her
“spiritual adultery” was to
clean the filthy bathroom

like every other woman who was
not fully submitted to God and her
husband, was possessed by the “evil

floor in the pastor’s mobile homspirit of Jezebel.” They made her

with her tongue! Her pastor, who
operated churches in Juarez, Mex-
ico, and Alabama, had caught her
keeping company with Ed, another
church member. After all, Carolyn
was one of the seven “spiritual
wives” of her abusive pastor and was
not permitted to date. She cleaned
the floor with her tongue. “I didn’t
want to go to hell,” she said later.

Ten-year-old Aaron Norman got
sick. He contracted juvenile di-
abetes. But Aaron’s parents were
members of the No-Name Fellow-
ship Church (also known as Cham-
paign-Urbana Ministries) in Spo-
kane, Wash. No doctors were con-
sulted. Rather, Aaron’s father took
him to pastor Doug Kleber. The el-
ders prayed. When the boy got
worse instead of “rising up to walk,”
the elders discerned that the lad was
sick because he had sinned. But
Aaron could think of no sins to
confess. Aaron’s father received
what he said was a revelation from
the Holy Spirit that the boy was
guilty of the sin of masturbation.
But Aaron would not confess it.
Chief elder Doug Kleber and the
boy’s father beat the child with a
wooden paddle until the badly
bruised boy confessed in order to
stop the beating. That night Aaron
died.

When Maryann joined the River
of Life Ministries in Thousand
Oaks, Calif.,, she was willing to do
anything to save her soul. When
pastor Ed Mitchell (who called
himself the “major end-time Apos-
tle”) told her that she, her husband,
Paul, and their children must sepa-
rate, she did what she was told. Her
spiritual leaders told her that she,

confess that she had “lustful de-
sires” for all the men and boys in
the church. Further, her love for the
children who were torn from her
proved that she idolized them. She
was accused of having an evil
“spirit of motherhood.” Maryann
was terrified to show any attach-
ment for her children. Even when
her son had a bad fall and “split his
head open” she walked away, pray-
ing for the power to ignore the
bleeding child.
The coach of the church softball
team failed to make all the
lineup changes that the pas-
tor ordered in the seventh
inning. Pastor Phil Aguilar
of the Set Free Christian
Fellowship in Anaheim,
Calif., got on the loud-
speaker and bawled out the
team. They were forced to
apologize. As punishment.
Pastor Phil made them
play the next game back-
ward. That is, right-handers
had to bat and throw left-
handed, and left-handed players
had to bat and throw right-handed.
One preventable death per month
since 1978. That is the record of the
Faith Assembly founded by Indiana
preacher Hobart Freeman. On aver-
age, the true believers stand praying
once a month while one of their
number dies without a doctor and
without medication of any kind.
You see, founder Freeman declared
that medicines have demonic
names and that doctors are evil de-
ities. One preventable death per
month since 1978, including 42 ba-
bies, 10 children, 7 mothers, and
numerous other adults. These died

without treatment. Pastor Freeman
and his sons don’t even permit their
devoted followers to wear glasses,
contact lenses, or even use seat
belts. They live by “faith alone.”

These are only a few of the cases
of abused believers examined in
Churches That Abuse, by Ronald
M. Enroth (Zondervan, 1992). It is
an alarming study of the dark side
of fringe evangelicalism, primarily
in the charismatic movement. Most
of the information in this editorial
comes directly from Enroth’s study.
Churches That Abuse is a “must
read” for thoughtful Christians.

The sort of wildfire that fosters
disciple abuse has crackled and

Evangelicalismsfringe
has given the world a
bumper crop of bully

pastors and
damaged disciples.

flamed on the fringes of evangeli-
calism for 25 years now. It has pro-
duced a bumper crop of bully pas-
tors and damaged disciples. Thou-
sands are still under the abusive
authority of the leaders of this
movement. But many thousands of
disillusioned victims are trying to
return to society. They are psycho-
logically handicapped, emotionally
damaged, and spiritually crippled.
Society is hearing their stories. And
an unforgiving society is stacking
up acres of serious allegations
against “evangelical religion.” The
antics of Swaggert and the esca-
pades of Bakker are mere pec-
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cadillos, “finger sins,” compared to
the charges of physical, spiritual,
emotional abuse now being laid at
the doorstep of evangelical religion.

Those who have managed to
break away from these abusive
churches live in a “penance of per-
petual regret,” a continuing sorrow,
an ongoing sense of loss. Many are
unable to trust anyone, particularly
religious people, and most certainly
not pastors. Many cannot trust
themselves or their own shattered
emotions. Some cannot make even
simple decisions. Some find them-
selves unable to pray or worship
God in any way. The very sight ofa
Bible can invoke an anxiety attack.
Christian hymns create emotional
disturbances. For many, relating to
a marriage partner is nearly impos-
sible. They are wounded, poisoned
by toxic faith, victims of the swal-
low and follow mentality of pastors
who were beyond contradiction.

Educators, jurors, social scien-
tists, and the man on the street have
had it with such goings-on. They
have an angry gleam in their eyes.
Charismatic TV shows are no lon-
ger mere comedy sketches that give
us something to laugh at. There is a
rising cry of outrage in the land
against the abusive religion prac-
ticed on the fringe of evangeli-
calism.

What Kind of Church Abuses
Its Members?

There seems to be no shortage of
churches who operate the way one
“survivor” of the Body of Christ
Fellowship (Costa Mesa, Calif.) says
that the boss lady of that church
functions: “She is holding those
people hostage and threatens them
with God” (Enroth, 122). Here are
some characteristics of the abusive
churches and religious organiza-
tions studied by Enroth.
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1. Almost without exception,
abusive churches or movements are
led by pastors or gurus who are an-
swerable to no one. They are be-
yond contradiction and beyond
confrontation. Pastor Phil of the Set
Free Christian Fellowship declares
that in his church, “It's my way or
the highway. ... So when 1 get in
your face, receive it from the Lord”
(196, 81). Don Barnet of Seattle's
Community Chapel told his follow-
ers, “God wants you to do what |
ask you to do ... if you don't, you
are going against God himself"
(89-90). Kip McKean of the Boston
Movement told his people that they
had “a responsibility before God to
... obey and submit to His anoint-
ed servants... to oppose
them is to oppose the
God who anointed
them” (116).

2. Leaders of the abu-
sive churches in this
study all apparently be-
lieved that they had
received a special revela-
tion from God, a revela-
tion higher than any re-
ceived by any other
Christians, living or
dead. They claim that
God has chosen them for a unique
mission not shared by other
branches of the faith. Thus, they
give their people unique titles such
as God's Green Berets, Joel’s Army,
God’s End-Time Army, and the
Manifest Sons of God.

3. Almost all the groups investi-
gated by Ronald Enroth in Church-
es That Abuse have a form of mil-
itary organization, that is, a strict
chain of command. Every member
is under the direct supervision of a
personal pastor, discipler, or shep-
herd. This personal pastor, along
with his supervisors, make all your
decisions for you, including how of-

WESLEY D. TRACY

ten you bathe, what clothes can be
worn or purchased, who you can
date or marry, where you work, how
many children you may have, what
sorts of sexual activity are approved
or disapproved for married couples,
and what you may eat. Don Barnet,
the boss of Seattle's Community
Chapel, once outlawed Oreo cook-
ies because they contain lard.

4.  Typically, the abusive church
makes submission of wives a cardi-
nal doctrine. Enroth provides a car-
load of case studies on this matter,
which should make any Christian
blush. One woman publicly had lig-
uid soap squirted in her mouth be-
cause she had spoken disrespect-
fully to “her lord.” her husband.

ZL shepherding movement
has produced “a toxicfaith

that is as alien to Christianity

as Mother Teresa is to
Donald Trump.”

Ron and Vicki Burks, Damaged Disciples

Jean Laing, Korean headmistress of
the Church of the Great Shepherd,
is quoted as declaring that it is bet-
ter for girls “to grow up submissive
and retarded than intelligent and
rebellious” (85).

5. Dissenters are treated with
public humiliation, threats, and, if
they leave, prayers that calamities
will befall them “to show them the
error of their ways.”

6. Most of the abusive churches
studied by Enroth promote disin-
tegration of the family unit. Marie
Kolasinski admonishes her converts
to “be prepared to switch your loy-

continued on next page
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alty from your natural family to
God’s family. Those blood ties are
filthy rags unto God” (203). De-
stroying family bonds is, according
to the No-Name Fellowship, God’s
will for “separating oneself from the
stain of the world” (129).

Marie Kolasinski declared that
God himselfis “trying to tear down
the family unit” (123). As her own
boost to what God is trying to do,
she has ordered vasectomies for all
male church members.

7. The abusive churches studied
by Enroth spend a lot of time and
energy damning other Christians
and denominations and their prac-
tices. One leader declared, “Ninety-
nine percent of the people who pro-
fess to be Christians are enemies of
the cross” (202). One way to tell ifa
disciple has given up his false Chris-
tianity is to watch him on Christ-
mas and Easter. In the eyes of many
abusive groups, these are regarded
as pagan holidays, and observance
of them is considered to be serious-
ly sinful. Hobart Freeman's Faith
Assembly and Colorado’s Emmaus
Christian Fellowship are among the
dozens of groups who outlaw
Christmas and Easter.

8. Almost without exception, the
abusive churches examined by En-
roth have substituted subjective re-
ligious experience for the Bible as
the rule of faith and practice. Scrip-
ture is often “reinterpreted” to fit
the subjective, emotional, religious
experiences of “enlightened” lead-
ers.

9. Typically, the abusive churches
have an inordinate attraction to the
subjects of demons, evil spirits,
physical healing, and “signs and
wonders.”

10. Many abusive churches de-
value education. Pastors often have
little or no formal ministerial train-
ing. Educational achievement is of-
ten discouraged. Bruce Hogan, a
bright university scholar in Mis-
souri, was taunted into dropping
out of school by leaders of a branch
of the Potter’s House, operated by
Wayland Mitchell from Prescott,
Ariz. Hogan says that they called
him “an educated idiot with a high
1Q” (198). Pastor Aguilar declares,
“The only thing worse than an old
[experienced] Christian is an edu-
cated Christian” (26).

11. Abusive churches value le-he has to pass on—a creed for bully

galistic conformity and despise indi-
viduality. While mainstream evan-
gelicalism values and respects
individual differences, the abusive
fringe will not tolerate them. To en-
force conformity, most of the abu-
sive groups studied have a highly
developed system of surveillance by
which members report each other
for sins or disloyalty. Enroth reports
that using teens to spy and report
on their parents is particularly ef-
fective.

What Does an Abusive Spiritual
Leader Look Like?

Enroth’s work presents the pro-
file of the abusive pastor as follows:

1 A man or woman who partic-
ularly enjoys bossing a religious or-
ganization without having to answer
to anyone. They are apt to often
make statements like this one from
Wayland Mitchell (Potter’s House).
“1lam the shepherd. You are the
sheep. ... lam answerable only to
Him [God] and don’t you forget it”
(199). Or they may sound like a
leader of the Pennsylvania Church
of Our First Love, who proclaimed,
“Anyone who hinders the
work 1do, God will remove
him” (203).

2. Many of the abusive
pastors investigated by En-
roth had inadequate
ministerial education.
Though several were highly
educated, most had min-
imal training. Enroth notes
that Aguilar of the Set Free
Christian Fellowship has
two semesters of Bible col-
lege and Barnet of Com-
munity Chapel has two years of
training at an unaccredited Bible
college in Idaho.

3. Another phenomenon among
this group of abusive religious
movements is that the only theolog-
ical education permitted for those
“called to ministry” is to be done by
the head pastor or his inner circle
“clones.” The students get only one
view—the view of their abusive pas-
tor. They become victims of the
“swallow and follow” syndrome.
For them, to attend a college or
seminary would be regarded as
rebellious sin. The abusive pastor
passes on to his subpastor just what

pastors who dominate and damage
their disciples.

4. A pastor who values the well-
being of an institution above the
well-being of the persons who make
up the institution is a candidate for
“Abusive Pastor of the Year.”

5. Most abusive pastors appear
to be power-seeking people who are
deeply insecure, needing constant
adulation and obedience from fol-
lowers in order to reinforce their
sense of self-worth. The authoritari-
an pastor usually craves visibility.

6. Abusive pastors run control-
oriented administrations. They seek
control through fear, guilt, intimi-
dation, threats, and manipulation.

7. The abusive pastor is “self-
centered and adversarial rather
than reconciling and restorative”
(23). He typically lacks the compas-
sion and gentleness usually associ-
ated with the spiritual gift of pas-
toring.

Enroth calls all Christian leaders,
clergy, and laity, to consider the fol-
lowing counsel of the respected
Christian writer and physician, Paul

JS/[ainstream evangelicals
seem now to be gazing at the
charismatic movements growth

with all the yearning the

ancient Israelites felt for the

leeks and garlic of Egypt.

Tourmer.

There is in us, especially in
those whose intentions are of the
purest, an excessive will to power
which eludes even the most sin-
cere and honest self-examination
... To be looked upon as a savior
leaves none of us indifferent . ..

They look upon us as experts,
God’s mouthpieces, the inter-
preters of his will ... they insist
on requiring it of us. Very soon,
too, we find ourselves thinking
that when they follow our advice
they are obeying God, and that
when they resist us they are really
resisting God (218).
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What Kind of People Get Abused?
One wonders why anyone would
put up with being ordered to play a
softball game backward, why any-
one would accept separation from
one’s children, or obey a bully’s or-
der to clean the bathroom floor
with her tongue. Enroth’s study tells
us something of the people who get
trapped by abusive churches.

1 New and immature Christians
who know little about the Bible or
Christianity. They cannot tell when
an abusive leader is properly break-
ing the Bread of Life and when he
transgresses scripture.

2. Persons from dysfunctional
families. Broken homes, divorce,
child and spouse abuse, “set up”
some people for the authoritarian
gospel. They come searching for the
intimacy of a “familylike” fellow-
ship. Bruce Hogan, a victim of the
Potter’s House, says he joined be-
cause he was “searching for a real
father ... [a] ready-made family”
(197).

3. Refugees from traditional
evangelicalism who want more free-
dom in worship and something
more than “business as usual” re-
ligion.

4. Many who were captured by
this movement were first captured
by the desire for exciting, emo-
tional, and supernatural religious
experiences. Enroth warns that
John Wimber’s Vineyard, with its
“emphasis on power, signs, and
wonders, has a definite appeal” to
people looking for exciting and su-
pernatural experiences.

5. Persons given to excessive ide-
alism and with altruistic natures are
often taken advantage of by abusive
movements.

6. Persons with low self-esteem
who are uncertain, lonely, fearful,
and yet hopeful. Enroth says there
have always been charismatic fig-
ures ready to take advantage of
those most afraid and most hopeful.

7. Persons who want someone to
“cosign for their lives” (205). With
amazing regularity, people show
themselves willing to surrender
their freedom and responsibility to
someone (anyone?) who will take
charge of them. Jerry P MacDonald
in “Manipulation of the Scriptures
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with the Great Commission Inter-
national” writes, “Remarkably,
many intelligent Christians actually
enjoy being told what to do” (En-
roth, 201).

It seems that we have a need to
create evangelical gurus, Christian
celebrities, superpastors, and mega-
churches, and miscellaneous other
“teachers” and “experts” that we
place on pastoral pedestals. What is
it about people, including evangeli-
cals, that explains this apparent
need for authority figures, the need
to have someone “cosign for our
lives”? (205).

8. Another sort of person often

falls victim to the authoritarian
cult. The person who, with a broken
and contrite heart, hungers for more
of God. Those who long to know
the deeper things of the Spirit.
Those who would pray with David,
“As the hart panteth after the water
brooks, so panteth my soul after
thee, O God” (Psalm 42:1).

Tragically, those who are most
vulnerable, most sincere, most
teachable, most tenderhearted, are
most easily captured by wolves in
sheep’s clothing.

Why Tell Me All This?

When it comes to evangelism and
numerical growth, much of main-
stream evangelicalism has been in a
long losing streak. As its leaders
have watched their meager gains (or
large losses), the runaway charis-
matic movement, with its wave af-
ter wave of followers, gets to look-
ing better and better. Some main-
stream evangelicals are looking at
the gains of the fringe charismatic
movement with all the yearning the
ancient lIsraelites felt for the leeks
and garlic of Egypt.

The South American revival cer-
tainly has caught the attention of
North America. Mainstream evan-
gelicals are taking notes as fast as
they can. According to Christianity
Today, South America is turning
Protestant faster than Europe did
during the Protestant Reformation.
Revival fire—and wildfire—is
sweeping the continent. Churches
are being planted by the thousands.
At this moment, 175,000 pastors
are serving without the benefit of
one day of formal ministerial edu-
cation among them.

General Superintendent’s
Viewpoint...
continuedfrom page 6

warm presence of Christ in my boy-
ish heart and mind, however, and it
encouraged me to constantly say yes
to God’s will for my life.

In district assemblies of 1992, |
have watched hundreds of parents,
Sunday School teachers, pastors, and
staff persons come quickly to the al-
tar to pray for a boy or girl, most of
them between 7 and 15 years of age,
who has acknowledged God’s call to
full-time service. There is noticeable
sensitivity to creating a climate for
the young to pray “yes” to God's will.
There is encouragement being of-
fered. There are hundreds who deep-
ly care that the call be nurtured. We
can thank God for His leadership in
this respect. Many who read these
lines can point to those who with the
apostle John can say there is one
“sent from God.” These with a divine
call are the hope of the world, and
the hope of the holiness movement.

m

According to Christianity Today,

the cults and the fringe charismatic
movement comprise a significant
part of the revolutionary revival of
religion in South America. Much of
this fringe movement is directly or
indirectly related to the charismatic
movement that has flourished in
North America for the past 25
years, the same movement that pro-
duced a scourge of bully pastors
and damaged disciples.

There are indications that main-

stream evangelicalism is beginning
to “try on” some of the wildfire
fringe’s methods. The hope, of
course, is to use its methods while
avoiding its madness. Whether such
a thing can be done or not remains
to be seen.

Let us prayerfully keep our own

fellowship Christ-centered and free
of oppressive practices that have
produced damaged disciples in
other movements. With our Naza-
rene system of checks and balances
and mutual accountability mech-
anisms functioning properly, the
wildfire fringe cannot easily take
root among us. May it ever be so.

hi
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Ancient Prayer, New Method

here is God? Where does

He live? Yes, God is ev-

erywhere, but where
does He dwell? In the Gospel of
John, chapter 1, the two disciples
asked that question. “Rabbi . ..
where are you staying? Where do
you live?” And Jesus replied,
“Come and you will see.” After fol-
lowing the Master for three years,
the question was ultimately an-
swered in the Upper Room. “If
anyone loves me, he will obey my
teaching. My Father will love him,
and we will come to him and make
our home with him” (John 14:23,
NIV). Where does God live? He
lives within you!

I've always known that truth, but
for the most part | have tended to
pray as though God were “out
there somewhere.” In our activist
culture we may be inclined to see
and practice prayer as essentially a
mind game. It becomes primarily
intellectual, and we can end up
thinking that our praying is only
speaking to God. This can create
all kinds of problems. If I am talk-
ing to God, bringing to Him my
difficulties that need solving, my
questions that need answering, and
there seems to be no answer, then
what? It is more than likely | will
begin to suspect that 1 am the only
one talking.

Another trap is to see prayer as
simply thinking about God. Now
God becomes a subject to be in-
vestigated, to be analyzed, to be re-
flected upon. Prayer success is dis-
covering new insights about God
while musing deeply about all the
data concerning Him.

Both of these kinds of praying
flow naturally out of a culture
enamored with the intellect. Don’t
misunderstand, there is certainly a
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proper place for the intellect and
reflection in the life of prayer. In
our crazy, confusing world, how-
ever, we find ourselves wanting
more. As Henri Nouwen so suc-
cinctly puts it: “The crisis of our
prayer life is that our mind may be
filled with ideas of God while our
heart remains far from him” (The
Way ofthe Heart [New York: Sea-
bury Press], 75).

The life of prayer and its prac-
tices are as varied and unique as
human beings themselves. This is
what makes the journey such an
adventure.

Acknowledging all this, I want to
focus on one form of
prayer that is both ancient
and new. It has been called
by several names: contem-
plative prayer, meditative
prayer, centering prayer,
and prayer of the heart. It
should be said at the outset
that it is a way of simple
prayer and one meant for
everyone. This is not the
sole possession of the re-
ligious elite or just for peo-
ple with special gifts.

If you are attracted to try heart
prayer, Basil Pennington suggests
the following simple outline for a
beginning.

1 Decide on a place where you
can be quiet and relaxed. For most
of us, this is necessary at the start.
With practice, however, we Find
that we can practice the prayer of
the heart wherever we are.

2. Through faith and love, be
aware of the presence of God
within. Center on the fact of God’s
indwelling through the power of
the Holy Spirit. “And this is how
we know that he lives in us: We
know it by the Spirit he gave us”

(1 John 3:24, NIV).

3. Choose a word of affection
and let it gently be present in your
mind and heart as you come before
God. This is not a mindless man-
tra, but a word of your own choos-
ing that will help you keep attuned
to the inner Presence. It may be
“Jesus,” “Father," or “Shepherd,” or
any other word that is meaningful
to you. When thoughts invade your
time of prayer and pull your atten-
tion away from God, such a calm,
gentle word can bring you back
into His presence.

u ,minds may befilled

with ideas of God while

our hearts remain far
from Him,

4. Close your time of heart
prayer with the Lord's Prayer or
some other prayer that rises effort-
lessly from within you (The Way
Back Home [New York: Paulist
Press], 19).

This method of prayer may not
be for everyone all the time. But if
your heart yearns for something
deeper, maybe God is calling you
to try this way, the prayer of the
heart. If contemplative prayer has
been meaningful for you, | would
be delighted to hear from you.

E. Dee Freeborn teaches practical
theology and spiritual formation at
Nazarene Theological Seminary.
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THE FAMILY ALB

Adventures

in Christian Parenting

Showers of Blessing?

April left our heads spinning.
Our second child was due

[~ the first part of April.
jL. .a* (She's a beautiful baby
girl named Victoria Anne; we call her
Tori.) And in anticipation of being
the all-American family with two
kids and a mortgage, we went out
and bought a minivan two weeks be-
fore Tori was born.

Now that all sounds well and good
until you throw in a hailstorm one
week after the baby was born. It was
the genuine article, the actual golf-
ball-sized stuff. Fortunately, it didn’t
fall in our particular neighborhood.
Unfortunately, the brand-new mini-
van was at the dealership getting a
short in the radio repaired, and the
dealership received the very worst of
the hail. So there it was: a brand-new
van that looked like it had lived
through the looting of Los Angeles.
We hadn’t even made the first pay-
ment yet!

And speaking of payment, April is
always a lousy month for us. With
Jerry being self-employed, April hits
us with those tax payments for the
old and the new year. And the prop-
erty tax is due then too.

And speaking of due, it seemed
that we would lie awake night after
night worrying about all the mess,
not being able to turn our minds off.
Just when we would relax enough to
drift off, Tori would be due for a
feeding. For a few weeks there, we
didn't think we were having any fun
at all. You know, the old “Why me?”
syndrome.

But God always seems to interrupt
my self-pity routines, usually like a
slap in the face. But lately. Tie's been
pretty sneaky about it. I’ll just be go-
ing along trying my best to cope with
two kids in diapers, thinking my exis-
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BY JERRY AND LYNDA COHAGAN

tence is measured in four-ounce in-
crements of Similac formula, when
something breaks through the blur,
comes into focus, and says, “This is a
blessing, cherish it.”

There’s the blessing of the sand-
box. During Chase’s “the new baby’s
here and I'm gonna whine” phase,
Jerry bought $20.00 worth of sand,
came home, and dumped it into last
summer's baby pool. Chase loved it.
The first day, he sat out there for

So there it was: a
brand-new van that
looked like it had
lived through the
looting of Los
Angeles.

hours, playing in sand, stirring sand,
digging sand, eating sand (he thinks
it's another food group). Jerry and |
were able to sit down and eat a meal
in peace, enjoy each other’s com-
pany, and realize there’s still a mar-
riage here and we still like it... a lot.

There’s the blessing of the love pat.
Chase sneaks over to Tori’s cradle
and peers over the edge. Fie stretches
his arm out and pats her back while
saying “Bebe” like only he can. My
heart is warmed as | realize children
come ready to love. In that moment |
learn that if | am going to impact my
world at all, I am going to have to ap-
proach it ready to love.

There’s the blessing of laughter.
Flave we told you about the day Jerry
was going to the mall with Chase?
Chase was in the stroller as they en-
tered through an expensive depart-
ment store directly behind a lady in a
full-length fur coat. Chase sits up,
lunges forward, points to the fur coat,
and yells, “Doggie! Doggie!” for as
long as the lady is in sight. We think
he’ll probably be one of those animal
rights activists when he grows up.

There’s the blessing of ceremony.
When Tori was five weeks old. we
had her baptized. It was one of those
auspicious occasions that calls for ev-
eryone to be on his best behavior.
Surprisingly, no one was too embar-
rassed. Tori slept through the whole
ordeal, but looked great in the obliga-
tory white lacy dress. Jerry even wore
his one and only suit in honor of the
occasion. And in between all my
worries about possible spit-up and
probable crying (of Tori, not Jerry),
the words of the pastor actually
broke through. Another of those
clearly focused moments. | realized
anew that God, through His pre-
venient grace, reaches out to us be-
fore we are even conscious of Him.
Baptizing Tori affirmed that which is
truly important: We have been re-
deemed. and we claim that redemp-
tion for our children.

In the light of all the richness of
my life, things like damaged vans be-
come mere chaff. |1 can look at my
son’s sand-caked smile, or watch my
daughter sleeping, or see the glory of
redemption in a baptismal chalice,
and everything within me shouts: Let
it hail; | have seen a bit of heaven.
Lynda Cohagan is a high school En-
glish teacher in Olathe, Kans. Jerry is
one-half of the comedy/drama duo,
Hicks and Cohagan. A

13



NEWS N I:WS NEWS « NEWS « NEWS « NEWS'

Nazarenes Spearhead Effort

AIRLIFT PROVIDES FOOD AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES TO RUSSIA

The Heart to Heart Airlift, an effort to
raise 75 tons of medical supplies and
infant food for the Commonwealth of
Independent States (formerly U.S.S.R.).
left Olathe. Kans., May 19. The com-
passionate ministry project was spear-
headed by Na/arene physician. Gary
Morsch. a member of the Olathe Rotary
Club. The project was sponsored by
Rotary International.

A U.S. Department of Defense C-5
transport plane loaded with the supplies
lifted off from the Johnson County,
Kans., Industrial Airport Tuesday after-
noon and arrived in Moscow Friday.
May 22.

“About one-third of the millions of
dollars of medical supplies and food we
have received was distributed to the
Union of Evangelical Christians, which
includes the Church of the Nazarene.”
said Morsch. "Two tons of supplies
were shipped to the Welchlys (Naza-
rene lay missionaries) for distribution in
Kiev. Herman Gschwandtner (Eastern
Europe Ministries coordinator) received
a portion of these items, which will be

Pallets of medical supplies and baby food for the “Heart to Heart Airlift” were loaded onto
a U.S. Air Force Reserves C-5A cargo transport at Johnson County Industrial Airport near
Olathe, Kans. (Photo: Dave Kaup/The Olathe Daily News)

distributed by Nazarene Youth In Mis-
sion and Work and Witness teams this
summer. Some items were sent to Vol-
gograd (formerly Stalingrad).

Donors included the University of
Kansas Medical Center, Shawnee Mis-
sion Medical Center, Olathe Medical
Center, Marion Merrill Dow, and others.

EVANGELICAL DENOMINATIONS UNITE

TO PROMOTE SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Church of the Nazarene and 50
other denominations that are members
of the National Association of Evangel-
icals (NAE) will join together for a
combined Sunday School growth cam-
paign this fall, according to Phil Riley,
Sunday School Ministries division
director. The denominations, repre-
senting more than 40.000 churches, will
simultaneously participate in “Vote
Sunday School,” Sept. 27—Nov. 1

The idea for a cooperative Sunday
School campaign came from NAE’s
National Christian Education Associa-
tion during Riley’s tenure as chairman
from 1989 to 1992. Although Riley
completed his term as chairman at the
recent NAE convention, he will continue
as campaign chairman for the Vote
Sunday School emphasis.

“Our goal is to emphasize the impor-
tance and relevance of Sunday School
to individuals of all ages, churches of
all sizes, and today’s society as a
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whole,” Riley said. “This campaign
should unite efforts of evangelical
denominations in reaffirming the
necessity of Sunday School for this
generation.”

The campaign has won endorse-
ments from several politicians and
celebrities including: Tom Landry, for-
mer coach of the Dallas Cowboys;
Marilyn Quayle, wife of the U.S. vice
president; Sandi Patti, musician; and
Missouri Governor John Ashcroft.

“Our country's values depend upon
the molding of its people,” said Mari-
lyn Quayle. “Attendance at a Sunday
School that teaches such values is vital
if we are going to halt the slide we
have started into an amoral and value-
less society.”

Information and materials for the
campaign were mailed to pastors in
June. Additional materials are avail-
able through the Nazarene Publishing
House.

Morsch said one-third of the supplies
were shared with nine hospitals in the
Russian Commonwealth and one-third
were distributed to seven pediatric hos-
pitals.

The Olathe physician was joined in
Moscow by other Nazarenes including:
Ray Mattix, Jim Kerr. Barbie Moore,
and Dean Fleming, all members of
Olathe. Kans.. College Church of the
Nazarene.

Morsch and other Nazarenes traveled
from Moscow to Riga, Latvia, for the
A.D. 2000 Conference. Sponsored bv
the Lausanne Organization. A.D. 2000
is a seminar for some 800 pastors from
the Commonwealth of Independent
States.

Morsch and Franklin Cook. Eurasia
regional director, spoke at the event.
They were accompanied by Ron Lush,
pastor of the Phoenix. Ariz.. Biltmore
Church, and General Board member.
Merritt Mann.

Morsch said the trip also included an
assessment visit to Albania to deter-
mine how the church can serve that
country’s compassionate ministry
needs. They also spent time in Roma-
nia plotting a strategy for compassion-
ate ministries there.

A complete report on the Heart to
Heart Airlift will be included in the
October issue of the Herald ofHoliness.
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EURASIA, AFRICA REGIONS
RECEIVE LITERATURE
DEVELOPMENT FUNDS

The International Sunday School Year
Committee has given a $170,000 grant
to the Eurasia Region and a $75,000
grant to the Africa Region to develop
Sunday School literature in those
areas, according to Phil Riley, Sunday
School Ministries division director.
The Eurasia grant will be used to
develop literature specifically for the
emerging Eastern Europe nations.

“The Church of the Nazarene desig-
nated 1986 as the International Sun-
day School Year,” Riley said. “A
denomination-wide Sunday School
offering was taken for the purpose of
developing Sunday School materials
in areas where Nazarene missionaries
were working without holiness litera-
ture.”

Since 1986 the offering has provided
assistance for 22 literature develop-
ment projects in four of the world
mission regions, Riley said. The
recent grants will use the remaining
funds, thus ending the committee’s
work.

VBS OFFERING
SETS RECORD

Nazarene boys and girls have set a
record for the Vacation Bible School
offering for the fourth consecutive
year, according to Miriam Hall, Chil-
dren’s Ministries director. The total
offering received for 1991-92 was

$120,704.95. This figure topped the
previous year's total by nearly
$10,000.

“What makes this achievement so
remarkable is that children, ages 3-12,
bring in the money,” Hall said. “Chil-
dren's Ministries has received reports
of VBS classes that raised their offer-
ing through special projects and self-
sacrifice.”

The 1991-92 VBS offering will
fund two projects, Hall said. Approxi-
mately $1,500 will help provide edu-
cation for seven pastors’ children in
five world mission regions. The
remainder of the money will be used
to purchase vehicles for a variety of
mission ministries.
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BY MARK GRAHAM and TOM FELDER

Living Praise, a music min-
istry group from Mount Ver-
non Nazarene College, wel-
comes participants to one of
the summer’s WILCON Il
gatherings. More than 2,500
women were expected to
attend one of the confer-
ences that began in June at
Olivet Nazarene University,
according to Shirley Riley,
WILCON coordinator.

CHURCH GROWTH RESEARCH CENTER PARTICIPATES
IN U.S. CHURCH MEMBERSHIP STUDY

An extensive church membership study,
Churches and Church Membership in
the United States: 1990, was released
July 7 at a news conference in New
York City. Although the study is pub-
lished by Glen Mary Research (GMR),
a Catholic research organization, the
Church of the Nazarene played a key
role in its development.

The Church Growth Research Center
(CGRC) in the Church Growth Division
collected data from the more than 120
denominational groupings listed in the
book and prepared the copy for publica-
tion, according to Dale Jones, CGRC
director. The book provides a statistical
look at the number of people who asso-
ciate with a Christian church in each
county and state in the U.S.

Glen Mary started the project in 1950
and has repeated it each decade. How-
ever, personnel changes in the mid-’80s
caused GMR to look elsewhere for
someone to collect the data and prepare
the copy.

The project was given to the Associ-
ation of Statisticians of American Reli-
gious Bodies (ASARB), of which the
Church of the Nazarene is a member.
Since the CGRC had already purchased
a computer program that could help in
collecting and compiling membership
data, the denomination received the
project.

According to Jones, the project has
been funded totally by the Lilly Foun-
dation and through other private gifts.

The 1990 study is important to
churches and religious bodies because
the U.S. Census does not include reli-
gious information.

The 1990 study also includes groups

that have never been counted before,
Jones said. These include several of the
American black Baptist denominations,
small churches in the Appalachian
region, and large independent churches.

According to the study, more than
137 million Americans claim some
church affiliation, representing more
than 50 percent of the population.
According to Jones, this is significant
because it reveals that nearly 45 percent
of the population claim no relationship
with a Christian church.

The study also located strongholds
for various denominations. According
to a Denominational Family Map,
which accompanies the book, Lutherans
are prominent in the Northeast Plains,
Baptists are prominent in the South,
Methodists are prominent throughout
the central and southern Midwest, and
Catholics are prominent in the North-
east and Southwest.

The Church of the Nazarene is
prominent in five Northwestern coun-
ties, according to Jones. Three of the
counties are in ldaho, one is in Oregon,
and one is in Washington. The denomi-
nation is also the prominent group in
Skamania County, Washington, with at
least 20 percent of the county's resi-
dents claiming affiliation with the
Church of the Nazarene.

Jones said only seven denominations
have churches in more counties than the
Church of the Nazarene. The denomi-
nation is represented in every metropol-
itan area except three.

For more information about the
study, contact the Church Growth
Research Center at (816) 333-7000, ext.
2473.
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KANSAS/LOUISIANA WINNERS IN

Louisiana and Kansas led all other dis-
tricts in the Herald of Holiness sub-
scription campaign for 1991-92, accord-
ing to Wesley D. Tracy, editor of the
Herald.

Donald Walker served as the cam-
paign coordinator for the Louisiana Dis-
trict. Harry Dickerson was the cam-
paign coordinator for the Kansas Dis-
trict.

Louisiana, representing districts with
average Sunday morning attendance of
less than 6.000, reached 105.9% of its
goal (the highest percentage of any dis-
trict in either category). Kansas won in
the 6,000 and up category with 91.23%
of its goal.

Maine was the second place winner
in the under 6,000 category with
78.55% of its goal. Alabama South,
with 61.27% of its goal, was the third
place winner in this category.

Rev. Franklin Lowe was the coordi-
nator for Maine District. Rev. Jim
McGraw was the coordinator for Alaba-
ma South.

Second and third place winners in the

CAMPAIGN

6,000 and up category were: Illinois
(75.76%) and Pittsburgh (65.47%).

Rev. Larry Hucker was the coordina-
tor for Illinois District. Rev. Leonard
Budd was the coordinator for Pitts-
burgh.

The grand prize for these top districts
is a trip to visit Nazarene missionaries
in Quito, Ecuador. Rev. Walker will be
hosted by South America Regional
Director Louie and Ellen Bustle for a
week-long visit to the ancient land of
the Incas. Mr. Dickerson donated his
prize to his district superintendent, W.
T. Dougharty. Dougharty has chosen to
visit his son and daughter-in-law. Dr.
Kent and Mary Dougharty, medical
missionaries to the lIvory Coast of West
Africa.

Second place winners will receive a
copy of all the books (excluding curric-
ular items) published by Nazarene Pub-
lishing House during 1991. Third place
winners will receive a $100 gift certifi-
cate from NPH.

“We are grateful for the efforts of our
district coordinators,” said Wes Tracy.

MVNC PITCHER PLAYER SELECTED BY COLORADO ROCKIES

Mark Voisard. a
pitcher for Mount
Vernon Nazarene
College's baseball
team, was chosen by
the Colorado Rock-
ies in the 13th round
of the major league
draft June 1 Vois-
ard becomes the
ninth MVNC player to be drafted or
signed to major league contracts.

The Rockies and Florida Marlins,
both National League expansion teams,
will begin play in 1993.

Voisard, a Sidney, Ohio, native, led
the Cougar pitchers in wins and earned
run average, according to Keith Veale,
MVNC baseball coach. In the 1992
season, he posted a 6-1 record and a
1.18 E.R.A. with 59 strikeouts while
allowing just 42 hits and 16 walks.

"Mark is one of the most likable guys
you could have on a team,” Veale said.
“He has demonstrated perseverance to
earn the opportunity to play beyond the
college level.”

Voisard was also selected in the 1991
major league draft. The Toronto Blue
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Jays picked him in the 32nd round, but
Voisard chose to return to MVNC for
his senior season.

After he officially signs with the
Rockies, Voisard is expected to spend
two weeks in Denver before going to
the Class A organization in Bend, Oreg.

In addition to Voisard, other MVNC
players drafted or signed to contracts

* NEWS « NEWS « NEWS

Wesley D. Tracy, Herald of Holiness editor
(I.), congratulates Donald Walker,
Louisiana District campaign coordinator,
and Louisiana District Superintendent
Ralph E. West (r.). Louisiana led all other
districts in reaching 105.9% of its goal.

"Their dedicated efforts resulted in the
highest level of subscriptions in three
years. | commend them, our district
superintendents, and the pastors in our
churches who continue to promote the
Herald."

with major league teams include: Tim
Belcher, currently a starting pitcher for
the Cincinnati Reds; Joe Lasor, Cincin-
nati Reds; Gary Wetherall. Detroit
Tigers: Jeff Kuder, Pittsburgh Pirates;
Keith Bryant. Seattle Mariners; Amner
Reyes, Philadelphia Phillies; Julio Osu-
nia, California Angels; and Efrain Mon-
tero, Cleveland Indians.

COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO PLAN
1995 INTERNATIONAL LAYMEN’S CONFERENCE

The Board of General Superintendents
has selected members of the Interna-
tional Laymen's Conference Commit-
tee who will have responsibility for
planning the 1995 gathering, according
to Phil Riley, Sunday School Min-
istries division director. Based on a
request by the outgoing committee,
new committee members were chosen
by regions. Nominations were submit-
ted by district superintendents.

The new committee members
include; Ken Seale, Edmonton, Alta.,
Canada Region; Bette Woodcook,
Owego. N.Y., ENC Region; Vernon
Lunn, Olathe. Kans., MANC Region;

David Granger, Celina, Ohio, MVNC
Region; Debbie Wiesen, Veradale,
Wash.. NNC Region; Dale Spencer,
Franklin, Mich., ONU Region; Dick
Willis, Pasadena, Calif., PLNC
Region; Ken Marchant, Coppell. Tex.,
SNU Region; Russ Bredholt. Winter
Haven, Fla., TNC Region; and Ron
Mercer, Bethany, Okla.. past chairman.

The committee will consider two
locations, one on the West Coast and
the other on the East Coast, as possible
sites for the 1995 Conference.

The International Laymen's Retreat
is sponsored and administered by the
Sunday School Ministries Division.
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CARIBBEAN REGION
REPORTS SUCCESSFUL
CAMPAIGN

Cuba led all other districts in the
Caribbean Region in receiving new
Nazarenes during the Harvest Now Cru-
sade, according to James J. Hudson,
Caribbean regional director. Cuban Dis-
trict Superintendent Arnaldo Miranda
reported 310 new Nazarenes received
during the campaign from Easter 1991
to Easter 1992. This represents a 45%
increase in membership.

A total of 5,437 new Nazarenes were
received on the region during the year-
long campaign, Hudson said.

More than 2,000 laypersons commit-
ted to sharing the gospel with as many
as possible during the campaign. One
layperson. Jean Foster of Collymore
Rock, Barbados, reported 37 new Naza-
renes received into her church, including
5 that she had witnessed to personally.

In addition to Cuba, seven other dis-
tricts reported significant membership
gains. Those districts and percentage
gains are: Windward Islands (26%),
Bahamas (20%), Leeward Islands
(20%), Guyana/Berbice (18%), Guyana/
Demerara (17%), Jamaica East (17%),
and Dominican Republic Central (15%).

Because of the results, the Caribbean
Regional Council voted unanimously to
continue the Harvest Now Crusade
through Easter 1993, Hudson said.

MANC PUBLICATIONS
WIN AWARDS

Two MidAmerica Nazarene College
publications recently received the
ADDY Award from the Advertising
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NYI MINISTRIES ANNOUNCES STAFF CHANGES

Two editors have resigned from the
NYIl Ministries staff to accept other
positions, while another editorial posi-
tion has been filled, according to Fred
Fullerton, NYI Ministries director.

Karen DeSollar resigned as editor of
Bread and Teens Today to accept the
position of director of communications
at Point Loma Nazarene College. Alan
E. Johnson resigned his position as teen
program editor to serve as pastor of
Dinuba, Calif., Church of the Nazarene.

A graduate of Olivet
Nazarene University and
Ball State University,
DeSollar started in NYI
Ministries in 1982 as an
intern and became assis-
tant editor of Bread and
Teens Today in 1983.
She was selected as editor of both pub-
lications in 1986.

Both Bread and Teens Today
received awards from the Evangelical
Press Association under DeSollar’s
leadership.

DeSollar

Johnson joined NYI

Ministries in 1985 as an

editorial assistant for the

WordAction curriculum.

He became senior high

editor in 1988 and teen

program editor in 1990.

He is a graduate of

Southern Nazarene University and Naz-
arene Theological Seminary.

David W. Caudle has accepted the
position of lead curriculum editor,
according to Fullerton.
Caudle will edit the
WordAction young adult
curriculum and coordi-
nate other age-level cur-
riculum products for
NYI Ministries.

A graduate of Olivet
Nazarene University and Nazarene
Theological Seminary, Caudle has
served as pastor in Rockford, Ill., as an
ONU admissions counselor, and as an
assistant pastor at Detroit First Church
of the Nazarene.

Caudle

[Ilustrated

BIBLE

Your key to discovery
of the ancient world...

Learn about life during Bible times
as each issue provides you with:

m well-researched articles about the
customs, rituals, governments, and re-
ligions that shaped the world of Jews
and Christians.

m insights for gaining a better under-

standing of the Bible from the finest holiness
scholars of our time.

m a dedication to editorial excellence through the abundant use
of photography, maps, and charts.

Federation of Cedar Rapids, a member
of the American Advertising Federa-
tion. The recruiting brochures were
designed by Stamats Communications,
Inc., of Cedar Rapids.

The publications won first place in
the direct mail marketing category,
business to consumer campaign. The
brochures will automatically advance to
the district competition.

“The ADDY competition is the
advertising industry’s largest and most
representative competition for creative
excellence,” said Joyce Coker, director
of public relations at MANC.

Each quarterly issue also tracks along with your WordAction
Sunday School Lesson!

1-800-877-0700 WordAction Publications
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NAZARENE COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY GRADUATIONS

Hundreds of students graduated from
Nazarene colleges and universities this
spring. The following is the second of
two reports on these commencement
ceremonies.

CANADIAN NAZARENE COLLEGE

Riley Coulter, president

DATE: April 25
TOTAL GRADUATES: 11
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER:

William Stewart
superintendent, Canada Atlantic District

BACCALAUREATE SPEAKER:
Riley Coulter

NAZARENE BIBLE COLLEGE
Jerry D. Lambert, president

DATE: May 25

TOTAL GRADUATES: 136
BACHELOR DEGREES: 19
ASSOCIATE DEGREES: 62
LAY MINISTRY DIPLOMAS: 42

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER:
Alex R. G. Deasley
professor of New Testament
Nazarene Theological Seminary

BACCALAUREATE SPEAKER:
Russell Metcalfe
senior pastor, Wollaston, Mass.,
Church of the Nazarene

HONORARY DEGREES:
James A. Sheets
mayor, Quincy, Mass.
HIGHLIGHTS:
*First graduates to receive bachelor’s

degrees
*Climax of 25th anniversary year

NAZARENE THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY

Terrell C. (Jack) Sanders, Jr.. president
DATE: May 18
TOTAL GRADUATES: 69

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER:
John A. Knight
general superintendent

BACCALAUREATE SPEAKER:
Terrell C. (Jack) Sanders, Jr.

NORTHWEST NAZARENE COLLEGE

Gordon Wetmore, president
DATE: May 24
TOTAL GRADUATES: 250
UNDERGRADUATES: 205
GRADUATE DEGREES: 45

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER:
Stephen IMease
education commissioner

BACCALAUREATE SPEAKER:
Gordon Wetmore

POINT LOMA NAZARENE COLLEGE
Jim Bond, president

DATE: June 7

TOTAL GRADUATES: 539

UNDERGRADUATES: 407

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALISTS: 110

GRADUATE DEGREES: 110

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER:

Loren P. Gresham, president

Southern Nazarene University
HONORARY DEGREES:

B. Maurice Hall, superintendent

Southern California District

Clarence James Kinzler. superintendent

Northern California District

MURUGAN REELECTED PRESIDENT AT CNTC

Joseph Murugan, 59, specialized
assignment missionary, has been
reelected to a four-year term as the
president of Caribbean Nazarene Theo-
logical College, according to Robert H.
Scott, World Mission division director.
Murugan received a unanimous vote
from the CNTC Board of Trustees.

Murugan was first elected CNTC
president in 1988. Prior to this, he
served as superintendent of the Guyana
District. During his superintendency,
Guyana became a self-supporting, regu-
lar district.
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CNTC graduated eight students from
five Caribbean nations in commence-
ment ceremonies May 18. Stephen
Nease, education commissioner, pre-
sented the commencement address.

During the graduation week, CNTC
also celebrated the dedication of a new
student lounge and counseling office.
Furnishings for the lounge were provid-
ed through a contribution from Dorothy
Sayes, former missionary to Trinidad
and Tobago. The office was construct-
ed with private gifts and regional fund-
ing.
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LILLENAS SELECTS
COPYRIGHT MANAGER

Lillenas Publishing Company has
announced that Integrated Copyright
Group, Inc., will manage all copyright
licensing and renewals, according to
Harlan Moore, Lillenas director. The
Nashville-based group will handle all
aspects of print, mechanical, and syn-
chronization copyright licensing, as
well as song contracts, copyright reg-
istrations and renewals, and writer
royalties.

“While Lillenas has successfully
managed its own copyright adminis-
tration throughout its history, we are
constantly trying to improve our prac-
tices and service to churches and the
music industry,” Moore said. "We
feel that ICG can provide us that spe-
cialized expertise in this critically
important area.”

Lillenas Publishing Company has
more than 15,000 copyrights under its
various entities: Lillenas Publishing
Co., Faith Music, J. M. Henson
Music, Mosie Lister Publications,
Nazarene Publishing House, Beacon
Hill Music, Pilot Point Music, Steve
Adams Music, and PsalmSinger
Music.

All licensing requests for songs in
these catalogs should be directed to
Integrated Copyright Group, Inc., P.O.
Box 24149, Nashville, TN 37202.

For more information contact the
copyright permissions desk at Lillenas
Publishing Co., at (816) 931-1900.

Steve Adams (seated left) recently signed
a contract with Lillenas Publishing Com-
pany allowing a group of his songs to be
used in future Lillenas publications and
catalogs. Pictured with Adams are Mer-
ritt McKay, Nazarene Publishing House
assistant manager (seated right); (stand-
ing I. to r.) Ken Bible, special projects
manager, and Harlan Moore, Lillenas
director.

Included in this collection of songs
are such titles
as: Peace in the
Midst of the
Storm; All Be-
cause of God’s
Amazing Grace;
God Said It, |
Believe It, That
Settles It; and
All in the Name
of Jesus.
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D. Moody Gunter
Director
STEWARDSHIP
SERVICES

TOTAL OFFERING RECEIVED:
$o,227,381

For the Lord your God will bless you in all
your harvest and in all the work ofyour

hands, and your joy will be complete.
Deuteronomy 16:15 (niv)



A PROMISE TO KEEP
A PEOPLE TO SERVE

BY STEVEN P. JACKSON
Photos by Timothy J. Gonzales

chill November mist clung to the air as Dr.
David Mata walked to work at Salud Medical

Center.

It was Tuesday evening, and the clinic
stayed open late to accommodate the farm workers who
couldn’t afford to miss even a few hours of work.

Aromas wafted from the white stucco buildings near
the clinic: roasted chilies, jalapenos, and braziered meat
from the restaurant on the corner; fresh pastries—
conchas, elotes, and pumpkin empanadas—and tortillas

from the baker}/ next door.
Doctor Mata hesitated and in-

haled deeply, sifting the light
breeze for memories—of family,
of his childhood in southern Cali-
fornia’s barrios.

But that was long, long ago.
This was Woodburn. Oreg., and
he was the 35-year-old medical di-
rector of a clinic whose patients
waited. He sighed and hurried on.

Entering the clinic through a
rear door, he was immediately be-
sieged by nurses, medical stu-
dents, and white-coated staff.

Doctor Mata waded through
his staff, pausing a moment to
frown over a report that the labor
camps were still full of people,
and winter was coming on.

The doctor looked up when he
reached the lobby. It was a typical
crowd—brown faces shadowed by
a variety of baseball caps or
framed by raven-black hair, most
wearing secondhand clothing,
though clean and patched where
necessary. Doe-eyed children
clutched at their mothers. Slight,
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wiry men talked quietly in Span-
ish about the weather, about the
lack of work, their smiles nervous
and quick.

The buzz of Latino voices sub-
sided as Dr. M ata stepped into the
room.

"Buenas tardes,"” someone said,
and the doctor returned the greet-
ing. Even the old men with their
scarred and gnarled hands were
deferential to the medicine
man—he was one of their own . -..
and a doctor.

A dozen pairs of dark eyes
stared back at him—eyes bright
with fever and hope, reminding
him of a promise he had made
years ago, a promise he intended
to keep.

DAVID’S ROOTS

David Mata’s promise had its
beginnings in the heat and frus-
tration of a California barrio.

The barrios—once neat little
neighborhoods oftiny homes and
rose gardens— had fallen like
dominoes into weedy neglect as

their owners gave up on their
dreams.

Few found a way out; rats and
gangs proliferated. Most of the
people just tried to hold on; did
the best they could.

They were poor in most things,
but they were rich in children, lots
and lots of children. And they had
tradition. There were festivals,
Cinco de Mayo parades,, and the
shy, flashing smiles of senoritas at
their quinceanera— the day that
girls become women.

In this world of contrasts, Da-
vid’s father, Jose Mata, a minister
in the Church of the Nazarene.
preached the gospel.

From San Antonio to Corpus
Christi to San Diego to San Ber-
nardino, the Mata family—Jose,
his wife, Josefina, and their three
boys— moved from one tiny par-
sonage to the next.

The churches usually paid
about $20.00 a week, so they sur-
vived on carpentry jobs that Jose
picked up and whatever culinary
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magic Josefina could work with
the donations parishioners left at
their doorstep.

David learned about comfort-
ing people from his parents. His
father, an orphan raised in Texas,
and his mother, the daughter of
migrant-seasonal farm workers in
California, planted the seeds of his
promise.

Short, plump, forever smiling,
Josefina Mata was renowned
throughout the barrios for her
warmth, her Sunday School
classes, and her tortillas.

The smell of spicy Spanish rice,
frying tortillas, and roasted green
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Jose explained
that the Word of
God often needed
the hands of man
to accomplish His
work.

chili peppers greeted the boys
most days as they returned home
from school.

The boys rewarded her efforts
by mopping their plates clean
with the tortillas. And if her food
was too spicy, Josefina soothed
the boys’ stomachaches with
manzanilla herbal tea. In fact, she
treated most of their ailments
with herb remedies derived from
ancient Mexican folk medicine.

Josefina had learned the arts
from her mother, Maria, who had
learned it from hers, and so on
back into antiquity.

David showed a natural curi-
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osity for the arts, and his mother
answered his questions.

But there came a time in Da-
vid’s life when home remedies
couldnt cure his illnesses or sat-
isfy his curiosity about the art of
healing.

Before he was in grade school,
David began doctoring small
animals—a small, gray Kkitten
with an injured leg, a bird that
had left the nest too soon.

Each parsonage had a sad little
corner in the backyard that served
as a pet cemetery for his patients
who did not recover.

By watching his father, David
had learned to love people. Some-
times he even daydreamed about
becoming a minister, walking the
streets of the barrio, giving hope
to the poor, comforting the sick.

Tall, charismatic, with the dark
mustache and wavy hair, Jose
M ata toiled against the ingrained
heritage ofthe Catholic Church of
Mexico: the shrugging acceptance
of one’s lot in life.

His parishioners were the poor,
and opportunities to make a bet-
ter life for themselves were few.

Any hour of the night was
likely to be disturbed by some
member of the congregation
searching for Jose. The knock at
the door would roust David’s par-
ents from their bed, and the boy
would wake to listen to the
hushed voices at the front door.
Often, David heard sobbing and
words edged with panic.

Even when David couldn’t
quite make out what was said, he
would hear his father’s voice fall
like a quilt over the others— soft,
gentle, wise. Then Jose would
dress and rush away into the dark-
ness.

In the morning, Jose would re-
turn home tired and haggard-
looking. Later, David would steal
glances at his father as he relaxed
in his favorite chair; the son saw
peace in his father’s deep brown
eyes.

At such times, Jose explained
that the Word of God often
needed the hands of man to ac-
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complish His work. It was an im -
age and an obligation David
would never forget.

David was attracted to the min-
istry, but wasn’t sure that was
what God wanted him to do. An
excellent student, David was fasci-
nated by science, especially biol-
ogy, and he loved the logic and or-

"\ou know we
have no money
to pay for
college.”

der of mathematics. Somehow he
wanted to find a way to combine
faith, ministry, and science.

COULD HE BECOME A
DOCTOR?

Finally, a magnificent idea
sprouted in David’s mind. Maybe,
if he studied and prayed hard
enough, he could be a doctor—a
Chicano doctor.

Waiting for the right moment,
David proudly announced his
grand plan to his family at the
dinner table. Josefina was quiet, it
didn’t surprise her, but Jose, who
had been wiping up the remains
of his meal with a tortilla, paused,
then slowly shook his head.

“You better work even harder at
school—be better than all the
others—so that you can get schol-
arships. You know we have no
money to pay for college.”

Most ofthe Chicano students at
Chaffey High School in Ontario,
Calif., had resigned themselves to
their family’s poverty.

W ithout knowing or question-
ing why, Chicano students took
their seats in the back rows of the
classrooms and rarely partici-
pated.

But David held on to his dream
and refused to accept the cultural
stereotypes. He sat in the front
row, the only Chicano in the en-
tire school taking college prep
courses.

Thick glasses and round fea-
tures gave David an owlish ap-
pearance as he quietly walked the
halls of the raucous school. His
arms strained to control thick
books of science and math as he
navigated the crowds.

His friends, some ofthem gang
members, teased him. “Hey,
brain, what do you think you’re
doing with all those heavy
books?” David brushed off their
taunts. They could have the bar-
rios. Math and science were going
to be his tickets out.

David would lay awake at
night, wondering if his dream was
even possible. He tried to envision
himself, David J. Mata, M.D., re-
turning to the barrios, a stetho-
scope in one hand, his faith in the
other.

Most of David’s teachers didn’t
seem to know what to make of a
motivated Chicano kid. Some
were hostile and blatantly racist.

But David demanded to be
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taught, and, fortunately, there
were some teachers who saw be-
yond cultural stereotypes and
nurtured his desire to learn. His
Anglo peers recognized his talents
as well, electing him the first Chi-
cano president of the Chaffey
High School Honor Society.

David hesitated to discuss his
goal outside the small circle of
people he trusted, until one sunny
day, when a school guidance
counselor called him to his office.
As he walked across campus to his
appointment, David pondered
how to explain his dream to the
counselor.

When David arrived, the coun-
selor wanted to know what ca-
reers interested him. With perfect
grades in math and science, he
noted David could go many
places.

David was too embarrassed to
say what was in his heart. He had
already decided to go to Point
Loma Nazarene College, but he
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had not yet applied, fearing rejec-
tion from the premed program.

“l don’t know, | want to help
people, and | really like science.”

W hat happened next seemed
like a slow-motion dream to Da-
vid Mata, but it was a dream that
would never fade in his memory.

“Perhaps,” the counselor began
innocently, “you should consider
medical school. Have you given
any thought to becoming a doc-
tor?”

On the day he left home for
Point Loma, David Mata, the son
of a minister, the grandson of mi-
grant farm workers, promised to
return to his people. He would be
both a doctor and an example of
what could be accomplished de-
spite the odds.

But Chicanos at Point Loma
were few in number and, for the
most part, poor overachievers on
scholarship like David Mata.

At first, most of David’s friends
were other Chicanos. But as the

Although most of his work is done at the
clinic, Dr. David Mata finds that he must
still make house calls. He says housing tor
migrant workers is often dilapidated and
crowded. It is not unusua! to find two
families living in one room. Anemia is
rampant. Ninety percent of the children
treated at the Salud clinic are anemic;
many have been exposed to tuberculosis.

course work got tougher and his
interest in science stronger, he
found himself drawn to the com-
pany of the all-white premed stu-
dents.

He had to. He had noticed how
they hung together to study, quiz-
zing each other relentlessly—
living, breathing, eating medicine.
As he had in high school, David
knew he would have to adapt to
compete.

The other premed students
were from well-to-do families. Da-
vid envied their $300 Hewlett-
Packard calculators as he fumbled
with his old slide-rule.

By hoarding every penny from
odd jobs he took to help with his
expenses, he scraped together a
few hundred dollars to buy a de-
crepit 64 Ford Galaxy. But the
other students all seemed to be
driving bright, shiny new cars
bought for them, no doubt, by
their parents.

For the first time in his life, Da-
vid felt truly poor.

David was changing, struggling,
achieving.

He was learning that if he
wanted something badly enough,
he could get it.

Then, he met Judy Symons.

In the days that followed, David
was delighted to discover that
they would share many of the
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same classes. And because oftheir
medical aspirations and Protes-
tant faith, David and Judy began
moving in the same circle of
friends. Judy, he had learned, had
chosen Point Loma because it was
a Christian school with a nursing
program.

They began taking long walks
together, talking about their fami-
lies and hopes for the future. Da-
vid shyly told Judy about his
promise to become a doctor and
return to the Chicano commu-
nity; he fell in love when she got
caught up in his dream.

By the end of the first semester,
Judy was saving David a seat at
the front of the biology class.

By the time of their graduation
from Point Loma, David and
Judy were engaged. Shortly there-
after, they were married and Da-
vid was heavily involved in gradu-
ate studies at California State
University, Los Angeles. During
this time, David often thought
about his promise to return to his
people as a doctor, wondering if it
would really happen, or if it was
just the false bravado of a scared
barrio kid.
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As his days as a graduate stu-
dent wound to a close, reality
brought him back down to earth.

The couple was thousands of
dollars in debt to student loan
programs. He’d sent out applica-
tions to 15 medical schools. He
had applied to the National
Health Services Corps, which paid
tuition for a limited number of
medical students who agreed to
work in impoverished commu-
nities.

But there had been no word—
not from the schools, not from the
corps, not from God.

Then one morning, David got
out of bed feeling that something
important was about to happen.

The air seemed unusually still
outside as he walked to the mail-
box. He caught his breath when
he pulled out the envelope with
the medical school logo on the re-
turn address.

W ith trembling hands, he
opened the letter.

Dropping to his knees, David
clutched the envelope and sent his
thanks soaring skyward. His
prayer had been answered. He
had been accepted.

Eventually, David was accepted
by five medical schools.

He picked the University of
Minnesota School of Medicine in
Minneapolis for its large and dis-
tinguished family practice curric-
ulum and because the school of-
fered Judy a master’s in public
health nursing.

Family practice— it meant
grandmas and children. It meant
taking care of patients’social, eco-
nomic, and cultural needs as well,
and it seemed tailor-made to his
promise. And most of all, he
wanted to deliver babies.

In 1987, David graduated in the
top five of his class, earning the
school president’s award for lead-
ership and service. In the audi-
ence, his father and mother wept
as he received his diploma. He’d
made it. David M ata was a doctor.

OFF TO OREGON

Now he had to find a place to
deliver on a promise.

David Mata’s acceptance to the
residency program at the San Ber-
nardino county hospital seemed
like a good start, and it was close
to home. David’s competency as a
doctor grew in the misery and
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< David and his wife, Judy, with their sons,
Daniel (in his father’s lap) and Timothy, at
their church, Woodburn, Oreg., Church of
the Nazarene. With a B.S.N. from PLNC and
a master’s degree in public health nursing
from the University of Minnesota, Judy
works at a home health nursing agency
operated by Salem, Oreg., Memorial
Hospital. She is in charge of quality
assurance for the program and is the
wound care coordinator for the hospital.

David says he and Judy pray that their
boys will have compassionate hearts that
are sensitive to the needs of others as they
grow older. He also says he wants them to
attend a Nazarene college.

Dr. Mata wraps up a visit with one of  »
his young patients and her mother.

“| often pray with my patients, and
several accepted Christ,” said Dr. Mata. “As
a Christian physician | want to be available
to meet the total needs of my patients.”

blood of the county hospital.

As his residency program came
to a close, the National Health
Services Corps sent David a list of
clinics where he could work off
his commitment.

His attention was drawn to the
Salud Clinic in Woodburn, Oreg.

David hadn’t considered the
plight of los campesinos— the mi-
grant farm workers—when he
thought about where to practice
medicine. It was more of a rural
problem and, despite being the
grandson of migrant farm work-
ers, his image of himself had been
as an inner-city doctor.

Searching for a medically un-
derserved area where a majority
of patients were Latino, David

August 1992

heard about Salud Medical Cen-
ter, a migrant health clinic in
Woodburn, Oreg.

After a brief flurry of letters
and interviews, it was clear the
clinic administrator, Al Nunez,
thought that David would be per-
fect for the job. A Chicano doctor
would be pure gold in reaching
the Mexican farm workers who
made up the bulk of the clinic’s
patients.

In Oregon, they often lived in
filthy, crowded labor camps, lack-
ing the basics in sanitation such as
running water and sewage dis-
posal. Some weren’t even that
lucky, living under bridges or in
cars.

Before David’s arrival, Salud

< Dr. Mata pauses to confer with Lorri
Hendon, one of three family physicians at
Salud Medical Center. With 60 staff
members, the clinic offers a complete
range of services from dental and prenatal
care to home healthcare and nutritional
counseling.

During the summer months, the clinic
provides a mobile health screening unit
that goes to the migrant workers in the
fields. Last summer they reached 3,800
persons.

was being run as an urgent care
clinic.

Medical emergencies would be
treated—broken bones and the
like—but the difficulty in keeping
doctors on the staff meant that
there was virtually no long-term
look into the patients’ real needs.

Because of the turnover rate,
the doctors at Salud—often only
filling in as temporary help— had
no hospital privileges. They deliv-
ered no babies.

W ithout any notice, he was also
told that he would be the clinic
medical director, supervising the
medical and clerical staff, dealing
with the nitty-gritty of keeping a
clinic supplied and open.

The Matas bought a modest
blue house on tree-lined and
tricycle-cluttered Arthur Street
just a few blocks from the clinic. It
was a symbol of his promise.

Then Dr. Mata began making
changes. He and fellow family
practitioner, Dr. Richard Lewis

continued on page 42
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All the years of keeping that awful
secret about the man in the pulpit
turned my insides into knotted,

twisted lumps offear.

GOD, GO AWAY!

BY LONNI COLLINS PRATT
lllustration by Roland Miller

at was | doing in a church again? After
all, God and I weren’t on speaking terms

anymaore.

Eight months ago, | curled up on the
deck of a friend’s boat and told God to go away. It was
only weeks since receiving a diagnosis of leukemia and

learning my husband had filed for divorce.

The divorce wasn’t a surprise. My husband had
demanded that | not be treated for my illness; he
said people would talk if the pastor’s wife went to
doctors instead of God.

He wanted no challenge to his leadership of the
small, independent church he had formed after con-
tinual fights with the denominational leadership.

“If you would just trust God and pray!” he yelled
at me as his fingers tightened around my throat. |
knew there’d be bruises.

“If youd be an obedient wife, God would heal
you,” he continued as he slammed me against the
bedroom wall. A dull pain shot through my neck to
my shoulders. | shoved at him to get him away.

He grabbed my collar with both hands. | shut my
eyes and prepared for what came next as he threw
me against the wall again.
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“God’s chastising you, and it would be sinful for
anyone to interfere in the chastisement!” He yelled,
pulling me off the floor by my hair. 1looked up at
him, expecting the blows to start, thankful the chil-
dren were in bed.

Then his hands dropped. He realized | wasn't cry-
ing. For 14 years | had buckled to his abuse, always
begging him not to hurt me. | feared an escalation of
violence—furniture thrown across the room, hot tea
in my face, black eyes, or worse.

But as | listened to him saying that God was pun-
ishing me, an inner voice started whispering, “He’ll
let you die, he’ll let you die because he hates you.”

The next day | sent my children to a relative’s
home, then | checked into the university hospital at
Ann Arbor, Mich. | knew what that action meant.
He would file for a divorce because of my “disobedi-
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ence.” | was right.

That day | stared at cold Lake Huron a long time.
Its chill seemed to have invaded my bones. | felt
numb. | listened to a gentle inner voice trying to
break through my icy walls, and 1 whispered, “Go
away, God. Just go away. | don’t want to talk to you
anymore.” | thought it was settled and God would
walk out too.

Now, as the pastor began his sermon, | folded my
arms and blinked my eyes briskly to shut off tears. |
wasn’t there to listen.

Here | am— 31, divorced, working 55 hours a
week as a reporter to support my girls, and I'm dy-
ing! | thought. “I've had it. If leukemia is how You
reward me, | don’t want anything to do with You. If
You loved me, You’d heal me, You wouldn’t have let
him assault me year after year. You would punish
him. If you loved me, You wouldn’t have let me
marry him.” On and on | went in my mental blud-
geoning of God and what He would have done IF
He loved me.

There | was, in the third row of a church, mutter-
ing that | wasn’t going to talk or listen to God.

That was their way of saying
“God has a reason” for what-
ever grief had hit me.

| tried to find a safe place to settle my gaze. It’s
important to look like you’re paying attention in a
church that is known for compassionate, caring peo-
ple. If you look too distraught, someone will want to
pray for you.

| fixed my eyes on a man in the rear of the choir.
The one who invited me to church. He smiled at
me.

I should never have talked to him, | thought.
When he asked me on a date, | should have run in
the other direction. But he had shown kindness, and
| needed someone to be kind.

I didn’t know he was a Christian. | didn’t know
he’d want to pray. | didn’t know he’d encourage me
to go to church, or insist that | had to get back in the
Body of Christ where others could support and pray
for me and help.

“God, You had no right to interfere in my life that
way. | told You to go away.”

The pastor was halfway through the sermon, and |
continued to ignore his words. | thought of the first
time | walked into a Bible-teaching church. | was

just 16. That day, | turned my life over to Jesus
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Christ. |1 gave Him free reign to accomplish good for
me, no matter what it takes.

In the years that followed, whenever something
awful happened, someone quoted Romans 8:28 at
me.

“And we know that all things work together for
good to those who love God, to them who are called
according to his purpose.” That was their way of say-
ing “God has a reason” for whatever grief had hit
me.

| heard that passage from the lips of fellow Chris-
tians as | buried my oldest daughter—a victim ofin-
fant cancer.

After two healthy children, two more daughters
died. One lived three days, the other three hours.
Again, that passage.

| heard it in a hospital bed when my body had
taken more kicks and blows than it could bear. The
memory of my husband’s fists slamming into my
body was still fresh when a brother in Christ leaned
over my bed and whispered that verse at me.

After awhile, I didnt like Romans 8:28. I couldn’t
understand how this “working” of good things actu-
ally occurs.

In my anger, | only saw what was “taken away.” |
focused on the awful situation. A situation from
which | thought | was exempt if | always tried to
please God. I didn’t pay much attention to my own
contribution to the problems.

An immature marriage decision at 16 placed me
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in a relationship with an angry, violent man, ob-
sessed with ridding the world and his wife of all un-
righteousness.

All the years of keeping that awful secret about
the man in the pulpit turned my insides into knot-
ted, twisted lumps of fear. The fear entwined me un-
til every trace of God was wiped from my world.

Even though | was back in a church, I told myself
it was just to please a man | liked. But | knew better.
Something about the pastor’s voice beckoned to me
to just give God a chance, listen for just a moment.
The tugging at my heart wouldn’t stop.

God had come after me. |1 was running away and
He came looking for me. While doctors shot harsh
chemicals into my body, | ran away. While 1 listened
to ajudge decree the end of my marriage, | ran from
the Presence that tried to comfort. Yet, through it all,
God didn’t let me out of His sight.

God put me in that church on that Sunday to
hear the pastor say, “You can’t run so far that God
won’t find you. You belong to Him; He loves you.
He wants good for you. But if you don’t give Him
your hurts, if you don’t surrender it all. He can’t do
anything to make it work out for your good. It’ll just
continue without a holy influence to work for you.”

The words stung and yet were tender, as if the
Lord himself had whispered them directly into my
ear. | recognized the gentle voice of God’s Spirit stir-
ring in my wounded heart. Despite the many times |
had sent Him away, God was reaching for me once
more. He wasn’t going to leave me—not ever.

“God wants more than that of you,” the pastor
said. “He wants control of your life so that He can
do good things for you. So He can conquer all the
things that hurt you, that bring you down, that rip
your heart out. Give Him your entire person and
He’ll go to work for your good.”

God understood about my ripped-out heart. He
cared. He wasn’t punishing me. No, | was punishing
myself.

| slipped out of the pew when the pastor invited
us forward. | walked down the center aisle to the
front of a large, unfamiliar church and knelt at the
altar.

The pastor, a big man with flowing robes, bent
one knee, lowering himself to look in my eyes. He
smiled. He didn’t say much; he explained that he
was going to pray for me and that no one would em-
barrass or hurt me. While we prayed, his massive,
gentle hands, wet with my tears, held my hands
tightly.

For a long time, I had it all wrong. God wasn’t do-
ing things to “get” me. He was standing right at my
side, waiting for me to let Him do something with
the mess caused in part by my own unwise deci-
sions. He wants good for me; He always has.

Five years have passed since that winter day at the
church | now call home.
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Recently, | married the man in the back row of
the choir. Four years ago, God’s healing power
wiped every trace of leukemia from my body.

More importantly, when | finally gave God per-
mission, He reached inside and healed the wounds |
had inflicted upon myself.

I don’t become immune to foolish decisions, trag-
edy, or pain “because I'm a Christian.” But I am pro-
tected by God’s love. Life’s various excruciating
aches can’t defeat me. God is making all things work
out for my good.

Someday I'll die, maybe it’ll be disease that finally

ends my life. But, I'll enter eternity whole and
healed and well. Wondrous things happen because
God loves us. n

Now, an investment that doesnt
penalize you for growing older.

Lock into a higher interest rate the older
you are when you invest. Contact us for
more information about this investment
uniquely geared for senior adults.

Write today for help with planning a Gift Annuity!

Rev.
Mr

Mrs
Miss
Address.
City.
State . Zip.
Telephone (
Birth Date _
(Month) (Day) (Year)
Spouse's Birth Date.
(Month) (Day) (Year)
Call Toll Free
N NED
1-800-544-8413 IVINC

6401 THE PASEO
KANSAS CITY, MO 64131
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SPECIAL

REPORT:

BENEFITS OF NAZARENE
PREACHING

BY WESLET D. TRACY

Part Three of a Series of the “Year of Preaching” Reports
on the State of Preaching in the Church of the Nazarene

n our first report (June 1992 issue), we examined
30 aspects of Nazarene preaching as evaluated by
laymen and pastors. In that Listening Post poll,
church members gave their pastors’ preaching a
grade of 4.27 out of a possible 5.0. In spite of that
high score, church members had some definite ideas
about desired changes in the preaching they hear. As we
saw in the July issue, they wanted shorter sermons more
than anything else. They also wanted pastors to preach
more about the practical problems of life, more about the
doctrine of holiness, and they wanted more biblically
based sermons.
This month we explore the benefits that the church
members in our poll shared with us.
Personal Benefits of Preaching
Church members were asked about the benefits of
preaching that they themselves had experienced. Eleven
items were listed that called for a response on a sliding
Likert scale: Never, Once, Two or Three Times, Several
Times, Many Times. Some 90% of the laypersons declared
that God had used a sermon “Many Times” or “Several
Times” to help them “respond to God in worship from

the heart.” About 85% said that preaching had helped
them understand God’s Word, and about 82% found new
hope in a time of despair “many times” or “several times”
through a sermon. See Table 3 for the rest of this story.
Note that clergy report profound results in their own ex-
periences.

The Most Profound Difference

Moving from the general benefits they had experienced
from sermons, we asked the respondents to write a brief
account of the one occasion when “preaching made the
most profound difference in your life.” Of the 181 lay re-
spondents, 104 took time to write an account of the time
that a sermon had a life-changing result for them.

By far the most frequent “profound difference” made
by preaching in the lives of this group was to convince
them to seek Jesus Christ as Savior. The category record-
ing the 43 reports that this was the most profound change
that has come to them via a sermon is called in the chart,
Christian Conversion. However, not 1of the 43 used that
term. Most called it “getting saved,” some “accepting
Christ.” One response said “when | accepted Christ as my
Savior at the age of 46.” Another cited a revival sermon

Table 3. Benefits of Preaching

Has God ever used a sermon

orpreaching service to .. .

help you respond to Him in worship from the heart?
help you understand a Bible passage?

give you hope in a time of despair?

motivate you to acts of Christian service?

bring you new light to walk in?

increase your financial support for Christ's kingdom?
give you insight into family problems?

help you make a tough decision?

© ©® N @ U AW N

convince you to make some wrong or misunderstanding right?

=
=

call you to seek entire sanctification?

=
[N

. bring you to repent and seek salvation?
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Percentage of Laity Marking
“Many" or “Several” Times

Percentage of Pastors Marking
“Many” or “Several" Times

89.9 93.7
84.8 94.5
81.8 94.1
81.8 94.1
78.7 95.7
68.2 79.2
66.7 79.4
63.6 80.8
45.4 62.5
36.5 41.2
31.5 44.0
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Because of convictions gained during sermons, I changed
careers to have more time with my Lord and my family.

that convinced her “that | should not wait for my hus-
band to become a Christian before | made a ... commit-
ment.” Another cited his “greatest difference” occurred
when, in response to a sermon, he “repented at an altar of
prayer.” Several of these persons in other parts of the ques-
tionnaire express questions as to why preachers give so
few and such short altar calls. Several cited the preacher
who proclaimed the Word when they “got saved.” Two
who were mentioned were Uncle Bud Robinson and Dick
Howard.

Entire sanctification responses claimed the second rank
among those who cited the most profound difference in
their life prompted by a sermon. Of those counted in this
category, 2 described this “second blessing” as being
Spirit-filled, 5 spoke of complete consecration, and the
other 19 used the term “sanctification” or “entire sanctifi-
cation.”

One responded to a Red Sea (conversion) Canaan land
(sanctification) sermon that “caused me to go to the altar
and receive entire sanctification.” Another said the most
profound difference of a lifetime came when “I heard the
message of heart holiness—God coming into my heart
and [my] receiving entire sanctification.” Another re-
ported seeking entire sanctification “before | became a
Nazarene, stimulated by a sermon | heard as a teen.” An-
other cited “my pastor’s call to entire sanctification.” It
was a call, according to this respondent, “of giving myself
away to God.” Another declared that “a Holiness Crusade
preacher” led him (or her?) to become a “Spirit-filled
Christian.” Another cited a series of sermons on holiness
by Lenny Wisehart as bringing the respondent “to com-
pletely yield all ... to the Holy Spirit.”

Nineteen (18.2%) cited a life-changing insight as the
most profound difference that preaching produced. Every
preacher rejoices to see “the light go on” in the experience
of a sincere follower of the Lord.

“Lights” that went on for this group included the re-

spondent for whom sermons by M. Kimber Moulton and
Norman Oke changed “my view of God—and my view of
me.” Another respondent cited the preaching of William
Greathouse as a “voice of reason and love” that rescued
him from a “fire and brimstone” childhood. “The words
of our pastor finally penetrated my heart,” wrote one re-
spondent. The penetrating message was that “God loves
me where I'm at.”

The preaching of “Pastor Lee" on Psalm 37 became “a
reference point and a foundation of faith” for one re-
spondent. Another was convinced that God cares for us as
individual persons by “Cliff Fisher’s sermon on John 17.”
Another reports finally understanding that salvation is by
grace. “l am free in Christ ... there is no way in two life-
times to repay ... Christ ...and | don’t have to ...” An-
other reported that preacher Gordon Wetmore helped to
convince him that “God hates sin, not me.”

The most profound difference brought about by ser-
mons for 11.5% of the respondents was dramatic im-
provements in the areas of spiritual formation and the de-
votional life. Several cited help toward a deeper prayer life.
One respondent declared that he “gleaned something"
from every sermon that “helped,” "blessed,” or “chal-
lenged” him—from the worst of sermons.”

Twelve lay respondents cited ongoing “generic help”
from preaching through the years—although they did not
specify a single sermon or preacher. Their response re-
minds one of the truism that compares the spiritual sus-
tenance that comes from hearing the preacher break the
bread of life week after week to the man who spoke of his
wife’s cooking, saying. “She’s been cooking for me for 50
years. | don't recall any specific meals at the moment. But
without them, | would have starved long ago.”

Help with marriage and family problems came through
sermons and provided “the most profound difference” for
6.7% of the respondents. One respondent wrote, “My mar-
riage was in trouble, my business had failed, and our son

Table 4: Profound Difference Responses

Times Cited Percentage Making

A sermon Lrnade me Response This Response
- - Christian conversion 43 41.3
glve my marrlage an- Entire sanctification 26 24.9
other Chance e That Life-changing insight 19 18.2
) Assistance in the spiritual/devotional life 12 115
WaS SlX yearS agoy and General help through the years 12 115
\Ne are C|OSGI‘ than Helr.> folve me.lrriage/family problems 7 6.7
Decision making 6 5.7
ever_” Preaching never made a "profound difference" 6 5.7
Times of illness, grief, death 6 5.7
Depression and personal trials 5 4.8
Other 4 3.8
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was in trouble at college. Dr. Stowe preached ... right at
me from Philippians 4:19.” To make a long story short, the
respondent wrote, “I don’t know how our marriage could
improve now.” Dr. Kinlaw’s preaching “on praying for
your children,” wrote another respondent, “helped me to
understand my ... son and learn to pray for him.” An-
other respondent wrote, “It was preaching that made our
family a Christian family.” Still another respondent cites
“the most profound difference” of preaching as help while
“going through a rough period in my marriage made me
give my marriage another chance. ... That was six years
ago, and we are closer than ever.”

Among the 5.7% of respondents who said that “the
most profound” effect of a sermon was helping them
make a decision, the most dramatic case is the respondent
who changed careers because of a sermon. “Because of
convictions gained during sermons, | changed careers to
have more time for my Lord and my family.” Another
dropped plans to attend a secular university in favor of a
Nazarene college.

Sermons in times of illness, death in the family, and
deep grief provided “the most profound difference” for
5.7% of respondents. “I was helped the most.. . when our

“It was preaching that made our
family a Christian family

son lay paralyzed, and ldrank in the sermons of the pas-
tor who visited him,” wrote one respondent. One re-
spondent decided to try church again when her husband
died. “It almost seemed to me as if God were speaking to
me personally,” the woman wrote, “through our pastor’s
messages.”

Sermons making trials bearable and breaking the spell
of depression provided “the most profound difference” for
4.8% of the respondents. Typical of such responses was
this, “When my husband left me, for a time | was at the
bottom.” A sermon on Saul’s Arabian desert experience
lifted this woman.

Six respondents could not recall hearing sermons that
make a “profound difference.” One specified emphatically
that it has never happened, not even once. Another pre-
ferred discussion over preaching. Another would rather
have Bible study sessions than preaching services.

It is important to note that the respondents were not
asked to list all the ways preaching benefited them.
Rather, they were asked to report the one occasion when
“preaching made the most profound difference in your
life.”

Let us give thanks for all these benefits of preaching.
Every preacher knows that God needs not only anointed
preachers but also anointed listeners who are ready to
hear the Word of God when it comes through a sermon.
Thank the Lord, we seem to have many anointed listeners
among us.

The ambition of every preacher at his best is to be what
Augustine called “a little basket in which the Bread of Life
is laid.” For “it pleased God by the foolishness of preach-
ing to save them that believe” (1 Corinthians 1:21). fg
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Benefits Questions

Answered by Dean Wessels

Who pays the bill for the retirement income
of ministers?

This is a key question. Generally speaking, many
of the dollars can be traced to local church
contributions. However, the answer goes deeper
since it is particularly important for ministers who
may be called to several different areas of service
during their lifetime of ministry. Specifically, it is
the employer who is responsible for the total
compensation package—salary and benefits, in-
cluding a pension or "deferred compensation.”

When a minister works for a local church, that
local church is responsible for paying for the
minister’s pension and Social Security which is
related to those years of employment. This responsi-
bility initially is fulfilled through payment of S.E.
tax and through contributions made to the Pensions
and Benefits Fund which, associated with the
contributions of 5,000 other Nazarene churches in
the U.S., supplies funds for the "Basic” Pension
Plan (the years-of-service “safety net plan").
Contributions to this Fund pay for current benefit
payments to past ministers, evangelists, and district
superintendents who are retired now as well as pay
for future benefits for those who will retire. The
further retirement income responsibility of the local
church for current workers should be cared for
through the TSA contributory plan.

When an employee changes from one em-
ployer to another, the responsibility for retirement
income changes to the new employer. For example,
when a minister leaves a local church assignment
to work as a missionary. World Mission becomes
responsible for paying for that minister’s Social
Security and pension for those years of missionary
employment. When a minister works for Nazarene
Publishing House, NPH becomes responsible for
those years of NPH employment. The same is true
when a minister works for a Nazarene college or the
General Board.

At retirement, the minister may receive retire-
ment income from different plans to account for all
the years of employment. However, church plans
would not provide overlapping years of coverage,
with the exception of the TSA plan. The TSA plan
is vital in the local church setting but also may be
utilized by other church employers if they so desire.

Questions about benefits may be sent to the
Board of Pensions and Benefits USA, 6401 The
Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131-1284.
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BRECKENRIDGE I
PREPARING PERSONS TODAY
FOR MINISTRY TOMORROW

ne hundred lay leaders,

pastors, district superin-

tendents, denomina-

tional leaders, and theo-

logical educators gathered

enridge, Colo., June 15-19. The pur-

pose of this “Consultation on Clergy

Preparation” was to negotiate a mu-

tually agreed upon core of com-

petencies around which ministerial
preparation could be built.

The consultation, sponsored by the
Division of Church Growth, was de-
scribed by division director. Bill Sul-
livan, as “a new model for multi-
lateral collaboration among the
principals involved in clergy prepara-
tion.” Sullivan believes that the im-
provements that we all desire in
clergy preparation cannot be reached
except through collaboration that
leads to shared missions.

“This Breckenridge conference
represents the whole church engaged
in careful discussion and planning,
which can lead to more effective
Christian ministry,” said Albert Trues-
dale, dean of Nazarene Theological
Seminary.

“The opportunity for intensive di-
alogue among leaders from the vari-
ous segments of the church ... was
truly helpful and appreciated,” ac-

cording to Irving Laird of Northwest
Nazarene College.

The program, developed by Rev.
Wilbur Brannon, Pastoral Ministries

at dbrector, featured addresses by Myron

Augsburger (seminary president
turned inner-city pastor); Harold
Raser, Nazarene Theological Semi-
nary; Neil B. Wiseman, Nazarene Bi-
ble College; Robert Smith, Point
Loma Nazarene College; Paul Bene-
fiel, former superintendent of the
Los Angeles District; and Gordon
Wetmore, who presented an address
in behalf the college presidents.

Research reports were presented by
Kenneth Crow, MANC; Russell
Bredholt, Atlantic Communications;
and Paul Thompson of SRI-Gallup.

Worship sessions were led by Gen-
eral Superintendent William Prince,
Stephen Nease, Marjorie Osborne,
and Jesse Middendorf.

Wilbur Brannon facilitated a panel
presentation by professionals from
various fields who spoke of educa-
tional standards and practices in
their vocations. Mark Potter repre-
sented the field of medicine, Charles
Wilkes the field of law, and Bettye
Tracy represented teacher education.
The panel emphasized a strong lib-
eral arts foundation, professional

Wilbur Brannon (l.) introduces a panel to discuss professional

education (I tor.) Mark Potter, medicine; Bettye Tracy, education;

and Charles Wilkes, law.

mentoring, ongoing evaluation, and
continuing education as essential to
competency.

Rick Ryding, professor at MVNC,
led the whole conference in small-
group explorations, which produced
a list of core competencies. These
competencies represent what the
group believed that a minister should
be, know, and do. Wisconsin District
Superintendent Laurel Matson called
this “a unique opportunity for the
stakeholders in the preparation of
clergy to present differing perspec-
tives in open discussion, which led to
agreement on the directions clergy
preparation will take.”

Wilbur Brannon said that one of
the most significant aspects of the
consultation was “the high level of
mutual understanding” achieved by
the participants.

Reflecting on the Breckenridge
consultation. Commissioner of Edu-
cation Stephen Nease said, “The con-
sultation can ... have positive and
lasting effect on the future ministry
of the church. I am confident that
each of our educational institutions
will reaffirm and review its mission
and curricular offerings in light of our
recommendations of what our minis-
ters should be, know, and do.” A

In “tables of eight” the conferees explored ministerial

competencies, what a minister should be, know, and do.
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Yea, Janine

Just a note of thanks to Janine Tartaglia for her article on sin-
gleness and the church (April issue). Thank you to the Herald
for allowing the issue to be addressed.

Claudia Phillips
Cedar Rapids, lowa

Any Church Libraries Out There?

Just one more idea! We need people to read so badly, how can
NPH promote “Give Your TV a Rest Night” and promote read-
ing good books?

Do it through church libraries?

I know that it is hard to get folk to read even NWMS books,
but there does seem to be a growing guilt feeling about too
much TV. Is there a church with a successful church library that
could be featured in the Herald ofHoliness?

Nancy Seale
Papua New Guinea

Editor’s note: Ifyou have a great and useful church library, let
us hearfrom you.

Reader Since James B.

I have for a long time wanted to write and compliment you
on the splendid service you are rendering our church and the
kingdom of God as editor. | read it carefully every month and
continue to find it true to our positions as well as up-to-date in
every particular. I think you are addressing in an excellent man-
ner the problems that confront our church in this time of our
development.

1have been a reader of the Herald since James B. Chapman
was the editor. Although to me no one surpasses him in the
depth and width of his deep devotion to Christ, each editor in
turn has improved the scope and the applicability of our paper
to meet the changing needs.
L. Wayne Sears
Chicago, Il

Pontius' Puddle
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Big Sister, Little Sister

The Herald of Holiness has been a great blessing to us for
many years. We appreciate the creativity, planning, and prayer
that help to make the publication an encouragement to us each
month.

In the recent March issue, | was attracted particularly to
“Viewpoint,” as | am well acquainted with the writer and his
“Little Sister.”

Thank you, Brother Jerald (Johnson), for reminding me of
God’s great grace, for I know your words are from a compas-
sionate heart. Shirley’s life continues to be one of love for me
also.

Her Big Sister,
Ardith Wolstenhohn
Boise. Idaho

Who Is Allah?

In “The Question Box” of the current issue of the Herald,
your response to the question concerning praying to Allah was
right on and | appreciate it very much. However, | wonder if it
fully answers the statement: “1 heard an evangelical minister ar-
gue that when a Muslim prays to Allah, he is praying to the
Christian God, Yahweh, or God the Father.”

When Muhammad cleansed the Kaba (the place of pil-
grimage in Mecca) at Mecca, it was Allah, the chief god of Mu-
hammad’s Qusayy tribe, whom he preserved after eliminating
some 300-plus other “lesser” gods from the Mecca pantheon.
He then declared Allah to be the one true God. In Muham-
mad’s new religion, the Jewish and Christian beliefs were syn-
cretized, and Muhammad claimed that this Allah was indeed
the God of Abraham, who chose Ishmael over Isaac. He rewrote
history to claim that Ishmael was saved from death when his
mother Hagar (Abraham’s true wife) wandered in the desert
near Mecca after being expelled from Abraham’s camp, then
again when God intervened with a ram as Abraham prepared to
sacrifice Ishmael (not Isaac) at Mecca.

ALL RIGHT. CrOD, <,0 WE'l/E PLAYED A LITTLE
HARDGALL WITH YOOR. PLANET. 50 WE'VE
DESTROYED A PEW MILLION ACRES OP FOREST,
POLLUTED A FEW THOUSAND MILES OF RIVERS..

EXTERMINATED HUNDREDS OF
ANINVAL SPEC.IES. THERE'S
NOTHING- YOG C.AN DO
M30CTC tT \

/~))i
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Many years after Abraham, the cult of Abraham worshiped a
god named Allah throughout the Negev and Hejaz (north-
western Saudi Arabia) regions. The cult flourished long before
Muhammad established Islam as the religion of the Arabs. The
supreme god of the Abrahamic cult was Allah. But Allah was
not Yahweh; Allah has no relationship to the Father of Jesus
Christ. Allah is the god of the Ka'ba, one of many false gods
who was singled out and elevated to the “one true God" by a
man who denied the deity of Jesus Christ and claimed that any-
one who believed that God had a son was an infidel. There is
salvation in no other name except that name of Jesus Christ the

Son of God. and Messiah of Israel.
John Conlon

Leavenworth. Kans.

Faith Mentoring

Dear Mr. Bredholt:

I read your article that appeared in the February 1992 issue of
the Herald of Holiness concerning the transferring of the mis-
sion of the church to the next generation. | was especially inter-
ested in your small article about mentoring. For the past few
years, | have been very active in mentoring college students. |
have been on the faculty at Point Loma Nazarene College and
Mount Vernon Nazarene College over the past seven years.
Some time ago. Dr. Haddon Robinson, president of Denver
Theological Seminary, wrote an open letter to faculty and ad-
ministrators at Christian colleges in the U.S. challenging them
to find outstanding Christians and personally mentor them in
their faith. | began to do that five years ago. Since that time my
life has not been the same. My wife and | have had small groups
(6 to 12 students) meet in our home each week for Bible study.
In addition, | have met with them one-on-one for individual
guidance and counseling. Further, we have them come to our
home for meals and “fellowship times” periodically. Finally, we
try to have miniretreats (weekends away) together. Through all
of these, our plan is to show them the life of the Christian that
Christ taught, including what it means to be a part of the Body
of Christ. It is exciting to watch them grow and become free to
serve Christ and each other when they begin to understand. As
they leave, | have attempted to maintain contact. | am es-
pecially encouraged to learn that they are still growing and now
are beginning to lead their own groups across the country.

I am writing to encourage you in your message to mentor
others. | deeply believe that you are correct in that we need to
reach out to others individually. My own convictions and ex-

periences bear this out.
Paul Madtes, Jr
Associate Professor of Biology
Point Loma Nazarene College

McCumber and the Generals

| have been meaning to write for months to commend you
and your staff for the super job on the Herald. The covers and
layout are so attractive, and the regular features on prayer and
spiritual formation are so helpful. Then the special articles on
tough issues you have addressed have been right on target.
Thanks for standing straight and tall.

My wife and | always enjoy Dr. McCumber’s pieces, too, and
the writings of the general superintendents. ...

Again, let me say how much we appreciate the Herald. We

read it from cover to cover.
Paul Bartram Hicks

St. Paul. Minn.

NTS Tops

Richard Neiderhiser’s article, “What Your Pastor Needs
Most,” is right on target with the excellent program for the Doc-
tor of Ministry. Having worked on several campuses, NTS tops
my list in every way.

Monty Neal
Bristow. Okla.

August 1992

THE HERALD OF HOLINESS
Home Is Where the Herald Is

Fill out this form and mail today to
start receiving the Herald of
Holiness. For faster service,

call toll-free 1-800-877-0700.

Enter my subscription for
O One year, $9.00
O Two years, $17.00
O Three years, $25.00
O Enter a gift subscription at

$ for year(s) and send to:
Name
AHHtea
Pity State/Prnv. Zip
O Bill me

O Enclosed is my cheek for $
To charge your order to Visa or MasterCard, call toll-free
1-800-877-0700.

Name
Address

City State/Prov. Zip

Phone (.. .)

Make checks payable to: Herald of Holiness
The local Church of the Nazarene | attend is

Name of CHnrrH
Address

City State/Prov. Zip

If ordering by mail, clip and send to:
The Herald of Holiness
Nazarene Publishing House
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Paying the Price for the Free Gift

| agree wholeheartedly with your statement, “There are no
Christians in hell” (Question Box. May 1992), but the real ques-
tion is, “Can an individual claim the name of Christ and con-
tinue in sin, thereby grieving the Holy Spirit?” | think not. My
Bible does not teach this.

Only through sanctification may a person realize the keeping
of the Holy Spirit and the eradication of the carnal mind. .. .

Romans 8:6-7 plainly states that “to be carnally minded is
death ... the carnal mind is enmity against God." Somehow, it
just doesn’t sound as if God likes carnality. In fact. He hates it
because it cannot yield itselfto His will. Let us not sell salvation
short. We are either His or we are not. We cannot “serve two
masters,” nor can we straddle the fence. Either accept God's full
plan of salvation or don’t, but don’t soft sell Christianity; it is
strong enough to stand forever in the hearts of those willing to
pay the price for the free gift of God’s love ... Sanctification is
not an option.

Nancy Collier
Joneshoro. Ga.
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The Dialog Series
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TURNING POINTS

The newest release in the Dialog
Series line, this book takes an
in-depth look at “life-changing
experiences” through the use of
personal testimonies. Each
chapter discusses how to be
more than an overcomer when
we face major “turning points”
in life such as aging, death,
birth, and family conflict.
HH083-411-4011 Book $4.95
HH083-411-4003 Leader's Guide
$3.95

No

. 1 Dialog Best-seller!

MISGUIDING LIGHTS

A compelling look behind the veil
of cult worship. Each section has
been written by an expert who has
firsthand knowledge into the se-
crets and mysteries that shroud
these religions. The purpose of
the book is to provide a clear and
in-depth understanding of cults
without the sensationalism that
typically follows works of this na-
ture.

HH083-411-2809 Book $4.95
HH083-411-2795 Leader’s Guide
$3.95

Great for personal reading, or for use as
an adult Dialog Series elective.

Prices sub/ect to change

Order a copy today!
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE -

1-800-877-0700

Plus postage



The
QUESTION BOX

Conducted by Wesley D. Tracy, Editor

Pastor—T reasurer?

Is it appropriate for the pastor to be one of the per-
sons authorized to write checks on the church’s ac-
count?

lcannot imagine a local church situation in which it
would be prudent for the pastor to be authorized to
write checks on the church’s account. There may be sit-
uations, beyond the scope of my imagination, in which
it would be appropriate. However, Manual paragraph
425 puts definite limits on such arrangements. It says,
in part, “The pastor shall not ...count moneys, or dis-
burse funds for the local church unless authorized and
directed by a majority vote of the church board or by
majority vote of a church meeting; such action, if
taken, must be approved in writing by the District Ad-
visory Board.” The rule was not made because pastors
are dishonest. Rather, it stands because few things de-
stroy a pastor’s ministry more quickly than accusations
(false or true) about financial irregularities. If financial
questions arise and the pastor has neither “counted”
nor “disbursed” church funds, accusations damaging to
both church and pastor cannot be responsibly made.

Cooking the Books

One of the churches on our district “cooks the
books” regarding local church income so that district,
education, and General Budget allotments won’t be so
high. One of the board members openly told me they
did this. Is this wrong? It seems dishonest to me.

Ifthe “board member” you spoke with is accurate in
what he said, then | agree with you. It seems “wrong”
and “dishonest” to me too. The old adage may be in-
structive here; “If it looks like a duck, walks like a duck,
and quacks like a duck—it just may be a duck.”

Complaint

| wrote you a letter of complaint about one of the
adult Sunday School lessons, but my letter never ap-
peared in “The Readers Write.” How come?

“The Readers Write” feature is reserved for dialogue
among the readers, editors, and writers of the Herald
about subjects that appear in the Herald. Since your
letter had nothing to do with anything in the Herald.
we did not print it. Nor are we able to acknowledge
submissions to “The Readers Write” which are not se-
lected for publication.

While your letter was not in this category, it is sur-
prising how many people think that the “Readers
Write” should be a tattletale post where anyone who
disagrees with them can get reported.

The views expressed in (he responses in this column are those ofthe editor and do not
constitute official statement by orfor the Church ofthe Nazarene. The editor is not able
to send replies to questions not selected for publication. Address: Herald of Holiness.
6401 The Paseo. Kansas City. MO 64131.
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Letters to a Caring Church

Hundreds of letters come to the Board of
Pensions and Benefits USA every year from
those who receive “Basic” Pension benefits or
other benefits from programs administered by
the Board. Although they are directed to the
Pensions office, their message of thanks is
really intended for the Nazarenes who have
made those benefits possible through their
support of the P&B Fund. Here are a few
examples of letters received recently:

"Like many of our fellow retired ministers and
their wives, we never dreamed in our early days
of sacrificial ministry that the Church would do
so much tor us when we became older and unable
to carry on the ministerial work that we loved so
much."

"Thanks so very much for what you are doing for
me. The “Basic” Pension check really helps out
as we have quite a few expenses to pay for and
we do not get much Social Security.”

"l do appreciate so much that | am still
remembered by the Church. God has been good
to me this past year and supplied my every need,
with your help."

"We are thankful for what the Church has done
for us and now we look forward to new avenues
of service with expectancy and joy as we follow
His leading in these golden years."

"We are way behind in expressing our apprecia-
tion for all you have done for our retirement. May
God richly bless you for thinking of us retired
ministers and families."”

Nearly 12,000 Nazarene ministers are either
retired or anticipating retirement under the
“Basic” Pension Plan. Your support of the P&B
Fund expresses your appreciation for their
ministry and assures these servants of the
Church a more adequate retirement income.
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NEWS OF RELIGION

NAE LAUNCHES VOTER REGISTRATION EFFORT

The National Association of
Evangelicals (NAE) has
launched a nationwide effort
to register | million new vot-
ers, according to Robert P.
Dugan, Jr., director of
NAE’s Washington, D.C.,
office. The Christian Citi-
zenship Campaign will also
encourage evangelicals to
pray for political leaders.
“Our nation is caught in a

profound culture war,”
Dugan said. “Evangelical
Christians possess the

weapons to win that war."

While it is estimated that
about 7 of every 10 evangeli-
cals are registered to vote,
trends indicate that only half
of their entire community
will cast ballots in the next
general election.

“That reflects a wide-
spread cynicism about gov-

ernment that the evangelical
community tends to share
with the rest of the popula-
tion,” Dugan said. “But,
evangelicals must not react
as those without hope. They
could be a much more signif-
icant political force for good
government.”

Member denominations of
the NAE’s 45,000 churches
have been asked to appoint
denominational chairs who
in turn will secure leaders in
local churches, organiza-
tions, and educational institu-
tions to stimulate prayer and
voting activities.

Phyllis Perkins, director of
admissions at Nazarene Bible
College, has been appointed
to serve as the chairperson
for the Church of the Naza-
rene, according to Jack Stone,
general secretary.

ILLEGAL CHRISTIAN STATIONS ORDERED

OFF THE AIR IN CANADA

The Canadian Radio-Televi-
sion and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (CRTC)
recently ordered four illegal
Christian television stations
to cease their rebroadcasting
of signals from the U.S.-
based Trinity Broadcasting
Network (TBN), according
to the Canadian Christian
newspaper Christian Week.

“We have given these ille-
gal operators every opportu-
nity to obey the law,” said
CRTC chairman Keith
Spicer. “They have repeat-
edly refused, indeed, they are
opening new illegal sta-
tions.”

While the CRTC is crack-
ing down on the broadcast-
ers, it also has announced
hearings on religious broad-
casting. Hearings in 1983
led to the development of the
multifaith Vision TV cable
network but did not allow for
any other religious broad-
casters.

This time, however, the
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CRTC has promised to “fun-
damentally rethink” its poli-
cies that could lead to more
freedoms, according to
Willard Thiessen, spokesman
for the National Christian
Broadcasters.

Because of that promise,
one illegal rebroadcaster in
Lethbridge has agreed to take
his station off the air.
Another rebroadcaster in
Edmonton has refused to
comply with the government
order and is challenging it in
court.

NEW TESTAMENT
PUBLISHED FOR WOMEN
IN CRISIS PREGNANCY

The International Bible Soci-
ety (IBS) has published a
NIV New Testament and
Psalms designed especially
for women in crisis pregnan-
cies. According to Glen
Paauw, IBS product develop-
ment manager, the Scrip-
tures, published under the
title Hope for the Future, are
designed for pregnant women
searching for answers.

“We discovered that there
were no Scriptures available
to meet the special needs of
women in crisis pregnan-
cies,” Paauw said. “The out-
come of this is Hope for the
Future, designed specifically
to encourage, comfort, and
instruct women who seek
counsel at crisis pregnancy
centers nationwide.”

Five hundred of the New
Testaments were presented
to participants in the Intema-

CELEBRATION TO HONOR

A special celebration will be
held to honor the 200th
anniversary of Charles G.
Finney’s birth. The Finney
Bicentennial Celebration will
be held Sept. 11-13, 1992, in
Adams, N.Y., according to
Francis G. VanSchaick, pres-
ident of the Historical Asso-
ciation of South Jefferson.

The celebration will
include workshops on topics
related to Finney’s ministry,
an outdoor evangelistic rally,
and a musical salute to
Finney.

Hope for the Future, a New Tes-
tament and Psalms designed
for women in crisis pregnancies,
was recently introduced by the
International Bible Society.

tional Crisis Pregnancy Cen-
ters Directors Conference
recently in Kansas City. IBS
also has set a goal of provid-
ing 50,000 of the new Scrip-
tures to women in crisis
pregnancies during the next
12 months.

BICENTENNIAL OF FINNEY

“As a revivalist, Finney is
known as the ‘father of mod-
ern evangelism,”” according
to VanSchaick. “His min-
istry is credited with a major
reawakening within the
Christian Church.”

The celebration is open to
the public, but registration
for the workshops is limited.
For more information, write
to Finney Bicentennial Cele-
bration, c/o Historical Asso-
ciation of South Jefferson, 9
E. Church St., Adams, NY
13605.

DENOMINATIONAL SWITCHING IS COMMON IN UNITED STATES

About one in four adults have
switched denominations in
their lifetime, according to a
recent study by the Princeton
Religion Research Center.
The study revealed that 23%
of adult church members have
changed faiths or denomina-
tions at least once from the
religion in which they were
raised.

Among those who changed,
the-vast majority (81%) are
now Protestants. The smaller
Protestant denominations are
usually the beneficiaries of
these changes.

Within the Protestant faith,
the mainline denominations
appear to have lost the most
members to other followings.
Baptists (19%) have been hit

the hardest in this respect, fol-
lowed by Methodists (11%),
and Presbyterians (6%). Roman
Catholics also show heavy
losses, accounting for 18% of
those who changed to other
religions.

One person in 20 had no
religious identity prior to his
current affiliation.
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VITAL STATISTICS

Deaths

HAROLD T. BLAIR. 81, Zephyrhills, Fla.,
Apr. 21. Survivors: wife. Zola; daughter,
Joyce: two sisters.

TRISTAN BLANN. 7, Nashville, Tenn,,
Jan. 16. Survivors: parents, Ron and Bar-
bara; one sister.

PAULENE E. BORNAMANN. 78, Harbor,
Oreg Survivors: husband, Charley; son.
Charles; daughter, Charlene Thomas; 2 sis-
ters: 2 brothers; 9 grandchildren; 10 great-
grandchildren.

OWEN CARTER, 91, Enid, Okla., May 27.
Survivors: son. Louis; daughters, Lucretia
Carter, Martha (Mrs. Lawrence) Williams;
five grandchildren; three great-grandchil-
dren; two sisters.

FERN MAY DOGGETT, 89. Nashville,
Tenn.. May 19. Survivors: son. Wayne;
one sister; three grandchildren: four great-
grandchildren.

PAUL S. FEHR, Elizabethtown, Pa., Mar
31 Survivors: wife. Catherine; son.
David; three sisters; two grandchildren.

PAUL H. GEIST, 76. Colorado Springs.
Colo.. Apr. 21. Survivors: wife, Grace;
sons, David, Robert, Ronald; daughters,
Carol Chisman, Pauline Neal; 1 sister: 1
brother; 12 grandchildren; 11 great-grand-
children.

MARIE L GIPE. 97, Prescott, Ariz., Apr
17 Survivors: sons, Bill, David, Robert;
daughter, Elizabeth Slater; 17 grandchil-
dren; 22 great-grandchildren.

HAROLD F, HAMMOND, 88, Nashville,
Tenn.. May 9. Survivors: wife, Vera:
daughter, Edra Ann Farish; one grand-
daughter; one sister.

MARIE C. HANSEN. 89, Nampa, ldaho,
Mar. 24. Survivors: son, Merlin; daugh-
ter, Sharon Griffith; 8 grandchildren; 17
great-grandchildren.

MARY J. HARRIS, 55, Olathe. Kans.,
Mar. 4 Survivors: hushand, Cecil; daugh-
ter. Tamara Rooney; son, Jim: one brother:
one sister; mother

RUTH J. HONEYCUTT. 90, Memphis,
Tenn., Apr. 28. Survivors: sons, Herbert,
Bill, Danny; daughters, Dot, Mary Lois,
Bettye Jean; 1 brother; 1 sister; 19 grand-
children; 21 great-grandchildren.

RUBY LATHAM, 84, Kansas City, Mo.,
sister of Mary Latham, founder of NAVCO
(currently Media International). Jan. 29
Survivors: sister, Mary; brother, William.

REV CLYDE A RHONE, 83. Sun City,
Ariz., Jan. 13, pastor for 43 years. Sur-
vivors: wife, Louise; daughter, Judy (Mrs.
Paul) Berry; son, David; four grandchil-
dren; two brothers; one sister.

BETTY JEAN WELLS SELLERS, 63,
West Mifflin, Pa., Apr. 5. Survivors: hus-
band, Robert; sons, Paul, David; daughter,
Carol Jean White; one sister: two brothers;
six grandchildren.

REV. MARTIN STEPP, 68, Louisville.
Ky., Apr. 22. Survivors: wife. Ruby; sons,
Harold, Darrell; daughters, Janet Centers,
Joyce Stucki; eight grandchildren.

GOLDIE STEVENSON, 81. May 9. Sur-
vivors: three sisters.

PATRYCIA JANE TATE, Sun City, Ariz..
Dec. 15. Survivors: husband. Raymond;
daughters. Bettina Jane (Mrs. Keith) Pe-
derson, Peggy Suzanne (Mrs, Dale) Watt,
Olivia; two grandsons; one sister; two
brothers.

ARLIE BELL TAYLOR, 86. Akron, Ohio,
Jan, 24. Survivors: three sons, four
daughters, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.
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DAISY UYTERSCHOUT, 91, Lowell,
Mich May 14 Survivors: one son, one
daughter, six grandchildren, one great-
grandchild.

ALMA WRIGHT. 88, Carthage, Mo., Jan
26 Survivors: son. Pal; one brother; four
grandsons; seven great-grandchildren.

Births

to DARRIK AND SUSAN (FECHNER)
ACRE, Olathe, Kans., a boy, Jeremy
Christopher, Mar 30

to SCOTT AND JENNIE (BARBER)
COUCHENOUR, Columbiana, Ohio, a boy
Samuel Nash. Apr. 7

to RICKY AND SHARON (BRASWELL)
McKENZIE, Nashville, Tenn., a boy, Chris-
tian Tyler, May 11

to BEN AND DONNA (HENDERSON)
NORTON, Valdosta. Ga.. a girl, Karlee Eliz-
abeth. Sept. 25

adopted May 1 by STAN AND PAM
(NANCE) PORTERFIELD, a boy. Stanley
Isaac Jon, Dec. 7

to JEFFREY AND KIMBERLY (HUDSON)
STILWELL, Ankeny. lowa, a boy, Joshua
Jordan, May 15

Marriage
TAMARA SUE HARRIS and DOUGLAS
JOHN ROONEY at Olathe, Kans., Sept. 21

Anniversary

LYLE AND MARVEL GREEN. Topeka,
Kans., celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary June 13, They have two chil-
dren, five grandchildren, and seven great-
grandchildren.

FOR THE RECORD

Moving Ministers

WILLIAM E. ABELL, from Oregon Trail,
Nebr., to Omaha (Nebr.) Heritage

JOSEPH D. ATKINSON, from evangelism
to pastor, New Orleans (La.) First

PHILLIP L. BOWER, from Somerset (Ky.)
First, to Logan, W.Va.

ANNETTE F. BROWN, from associate. Kerr-
ville, Tex., to associate, San Bruno, Calif.

STEPHEN L. BROWN, from Kerrville. Tex,,
to San Bruno, Tex.

B. SCOTT BUELL, from associate, Dunbar,
W.Va,, to pastor, Ronceverte, W.Va.

STEPHEN D. CECIL, from Inver Grove
Heights (Minn) Grace, to Shipshewana,
Ind.

RONALD L. CHRISTIE, from associate,
Kent (Wash.) First, to associate,
Puyallup, Wash.

STEPHEN D. COFFMAN, from associate,
Springfield (Ohio) High, to pastor, Jack-
son Center, Ohio

BOBBY GENE COX. from associate.
Carthage (Mo.) First, to pastor, Spring-
field (Mo.) East Grand

VINCENT L. CROUSE, from associate, Dan-
vers, Mass., to pastor, Claremont, N.H.

GORDON E. GRAHAM, from Eleva-Strum,
Wis, to Laona, Wis.

RICHARD C. HANSEN, from Sisters, Oreg.,
to Dallas. Oreg.

BYRON R, HISSON. SR., from Smith
Creek, W.Va., to Miami, W.Va.

RAY T. HUFF to pastor. Mahomet. III.

ROBERT W. KNIGHT, from pastor, Mount
Erie, I, to associate, Mount Carmel. Ill

MARK E. LAIL, from Sanborn (N Y.) St.
Paul's, to Newcomerstown. Ohio

CHARLES H. LAMBERT. JR., from Denver
(Colo.) Grace, to Freeport, Tex.

RICHARD H LEFFEL, from Port Arthur
(Tex) Grace, to Rogers (Ark.) New Mis-
sion

TED J. LOVELACE, from Nicholasville, Ky.,
to Evansville (Ind.) Trinity

K. RAY MCDOWELL, from Manhattan,
Kans., to Austin (Tex.) Grace

JAMES E NASH, from missionary to pas-
tor. Frankfort (Ky.) Capital

JAMES R PEAK, from Snyder. Tex., to
Kannapolis (N.C ) Westside

WILLIAM G. PERKINS, from Columbus,
Kans., to DuQuoin, lI.

KATHLEEN S. PERRY, from associate.
Kankakee (lll.) First, to associate, Kent
(Wash.) First

SCOTT A. PERRY, from associate, Kanka-
kee (Il.) First, to associate, Kent
(Wash.) First

R. HOWARD ROGERS, from Buffalo/
Knowles, Okla., to Talihina, Okla.

JAMES R. RUSSOM, from Flagstaff. Ariz,
to Green Rock, IIl.

R. ALLEN SCHLEGEL, from Grapevine,
Tex., to Green Rock, Il

M. RAY SNOW, from Valdosta (Ga.) First,
to Douglasville (Ga.) First

JAMES R. STAGGS, from Fort Smith (Ark.)
Trinity, to Baton Rouge (La.) First

RUSSELL THAYER, from Lawrenceville
(I1.) Faith, to Mount Erie, IIl.

RONALD L. THORNTON, from Chandler
(Okla.) First, to Panama City (Fla.) First
MARTIN E WAITE, from Red Bluff, Calif..

to Onalaska, Wis.

GARY G. WHITE, from Salina (Kans.) Bel-
mont Boulevard, to McAlester, Okla.

RAYMOND H. WHITE, from Laona, Wis., to
Danville (Ill.) Douglas Park

THOMAS H. WHITTEN, from Scottshoro,
Ala., to Fairview, Ala.

EDWARD A. WILDER, from evangelism to
pastor, Laingsburg, Mich

LESLIE N. WILHELM to pastor, Carbon-
dale, III.

ROBERT H, WOODS, from South Pitts-
burg, Tenn., to Bennettsville (S.C.) First

Announcements

MONTROSE (COLO.) FIRST CHURCH will
celebrate its 75th anniversary Sept 20. All
former pastors, members, and friends are
invited to attend or send messages to the
church at P.O. Box 178, Montrose, CO
81402. For more information, contact
Donna Gardner at (303) 249-6822.

McCUNE (KANS.) CHURCH will celebrate
its 75th anniversary Sept. 13. Former pas-
tors, members, and friends are invited to
attend or send greetings. For more infor-
mation, write the church at Box 117.
McCune, KS 66753.

FARGO (OKLA.) CHURCH will celebrate
its 60th anniversary Sept 6, Former pas-
tors. members, and friends are invited to
attend or send greetings. The morning
service will be followed by a noon meal
An afternoon service will feature special
music. For more information, write Rte. 1,
Box 38, Sage, OK 73843, or phone (405)
698-2428.

ANDERSON (IND.) PARKVIEW CHURCH
will celebrate its 50th anniversary Sept. 20.
Activities begin at 9:30 am. Former pas-

tors, members, and friends are invited to
attend or send greetings to Rev. George B
Hemmingsen. 911 S. Rangeline Rd .
Anderson. IN 46012 For more informa-
tion. phone(317)643-5851.

BEAVER FALLS COLLEGE HILL (PA.)
CHURCH will celebrate its 50th anniversary
Sept 4-6. Former pastors will speak in the
services and Roy Fuller, district superin-
tendent. will bring the Sunday 3 p.m mes-
sage All former pastors, members and
friends are invited  For further informa-
tion, contact Rev. Ron Schaeffer. 720 34th
St.. Beaver Falls, PA 15010. or phone
(412)843-2675

FREEDOM PINE RUN (PA.) CHURCH will
celebrate its 50th anniversary Sept. 13
The morning service will be followed by a
noon meal. The McNichols Family will pre-
sent a concert at 2 p.m. For more infor-
mation. contact the church at 1475 Harvey
Run Rd., Freedom, PA 15042, or phone
(412) 774-2764.

BRYAN (TEX.) FIRST CHURCH will cele-
brate its 50th anniversary Aug 15 and 16
All former pastors, members, and friends
are invited to attend or send greetings. For
more information, contact the church at
2122 E William J Bryan Parkway, Bryan,
TX 77802, or phone (409) 776-2735.

RENTON (WASH.) CHURCH will celebrate
its 50th anniversary Sept 23-27. There
will be an on-grounds picnic Saturday.
The Sunday morning service will be fol-
lowed by a potluck dinner. All former pas-
tors. members, and friends are invited to
attend or send greetings. For more infor-
mation, contact Rev Lyle Coblentz, 850
Union Ave. N.E., Renton. WA 98059, or
phone(206)271-3206.

COLORADO SPRINGS (COLO.) TRINITY
CHURCH will celebrate its 40th anniversary
Sept. 12-13. For more information, phone
Polly Travnicek, (719) 633-8350.

Recommendation

The following have been recommended
by their district superintendent:

Mr. and Mrs. William T. McMahan, song
evangelists, 4218 Lazard St., Chattanooga.
TN 37412, by Thomas M. Cox, East Ten-
nessee District.

Moving Missionaries

ANDRUS, DR. PAUL and BERNICE,
Venezuela, Furlough address: cf/o First
Church of the Nazarene, 2099 E. Main
St., Chattanooga, TN 37404

BEECH, REV. RON and RUTH, Philippines,
Furlough address: c/o Cathy Borger.
1233 Andrew, Nampa. ID 83651

BLOWERS. REV. BRUCE and RUTH. Papua
New Guinea, Furlough address: clo
Miss Merna Blowers, 10456 Wornall,
No. 202. Kansas City. MO 64114

BORGER, MISS PAM, Papua New Guinea,
Furlough address: c/o Rev. Fred Borger.
4335 N.W. Sixth Dr., Des Moines, IA
50313

BROWN. MR CHARLES (CHASE) and
VERA, Dominican Republic, Field
address (Language Study): Escuela de
Idiomas Costa Rica. Apartado 250-2010.
San Jose, COSTA RICA

BRUERD. DR. CHARLES and YVONNE,
Papua New Guinea, Field address: P. O.
Box 456, Mt. Hagen, WHP, PAPUA NEW
GUINEA
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BRUNSON. REV. ROBERT and NORMA,
Costa Rica. Furlough address: c/o Ray
Hendrix, 5500 W. 162nd, Stillwell, KS
66085

CAMPBELL, REV. ROY and CAROLYN,
Asia-Pacific Nazarene Theological Semi-
nary, Field address: MCPO 556, 1299
Makati, Metro Manila. PHILIPPINES

FRASER, OR. ROBERT and CELESTE,
Philippines, Furlough address: c/o Mrs.
Shirley Johnson, 7646 Grand, Dexter,
MI 48130

FRIBERG, REV. HUGH and EVELYN, Swazi-
land, Furlough address: 824 E, Bird St.,
Nampa, ID 83686

GANT. REV. RANDY and LINDA. Kenya.
Field address: 124 Breckenridge
Square, Louisville, KY 40220

GRUVER. MRS. BEVERLY, Ecuador. Field
address: Casilla 7-11-05027, Quito,
Ecuador

HARRIS, REV. PAUL and LILLIAN, Oki-
nawa, Furlough address: 4730 Auburn
Rd. N.E., No. 29, Salem, OR 97301

HUDSON, REV. ROBERT and SHEILA,
Mexico, Furlough address: 1445 Pen-
rose, Olathe, KS 66062

KELLERER, REV. ERIC and PAULA. Thai-
land, Furlough address: P.O. Box 265,
Hailey, ID 83333

LAFORCE, REV, WAYNE and CONNIE, Oki-
nawa, Field address: 1198-2 Aza Yoshi-
hara, Chatan Cho, Okinawa Ken 904-01,
JAPAN

McMAHAN, REV. DANNY and CHERYL,
Philippines, Furlough address: c/o
Henry Kildow, 2608 N. Donald, Okla-
homa City, OK 73127

POWER, REV. RICK and VICKI, Taiwan.
Field address: Box 3-2, Pei Tou 11272,
Taiwan, REPUBLIC OF CHINA

ROBINSON. REV. MICHAEL and KATHER-
INE. Honduras, Furlough address: No
1613th St., Sioux City, 1A 51103

ROSBRUGH, MISS LOLIS, South Africa,
Furlough address: c/o Marvin Ros-
brugh, R.R. 3, Box 99, El Dorado
Springs, MO 64744

ROTZ, REV, JAMES and CAROL, South
Africa, Field address: P.O. Box 3083,
2040 Honey Dew, REPUBLIC OF SOUTH
AFRICA

SLAUGHTER, MR. RUSS and MARGARET.
Swaziland. Furlough address: 4210 E
31st, Tucson, AZ 85711

WELCHLY, MR. JIM and DONNA, Ukraine,
Field address: The Ukraine, YKPAI-
HA, 252116 DUE. HIO3YZIEHKO,
16, K.B 20. RUSSIA

WESLEY, REV. DAVID and GLYNDA, South
America Region, Field address (Lan-
guage Study): Escuela de Idiomas
Costa Rica, Apartado 250-2010, San
Jose, COSTA RICA

WILLIAMS, REV MERRILL and JAN,
Philippines, Furlough address: 3031
Kimball, Manhattan, KS 66502

Corrections

The article “Don't Forget the Children,”
by Mark York (June 1992), incorrectly
stated that the general church staft has 10
full-time children's workers. The correct
figure is 20.

A photo in the June 1992 Late News

incorrectly identified Thomas Goble as
superintendent of the Los Angeles District.
Goble is the superintendent of the Anaheim
District.

Clarification

A story in the July 1992 Late News
reported that rates for many participants of
the Nazarene Health and Hospitalization
Program (NHHP) will be reduced. It
should have been emphasized that the
reduction applies to the new standard rate
that becomes effective July 1. The new
standard rate will, in fact, be greater than
the old standard rate paid by most partici-
pants, according to Dean Wessels, director
of the Board of Pensions and Benefits
USA.

Wessels emphasized that this year
marks the first time NHHP rates will be
reduced from the standard rate based on
age. Wessels said persons 35 and
younger can expect at least a 30 percent
savings from the new standard rate. Per-
sons 36 to 50 years of age should experi-
ence a 10 percent savings.

DIRECTORIES

BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS
Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO
64131. John A. Knight, chairman: Donald
D. Owens, vice-chairman; William J.
Prince, secretary; Eugene L. Stowe, Jerald
D Johnson, Raymond W Hurn.

desiu'srates’' <
.p.oofts °r_.-.nn Bad'O

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS EMERITUS:
George Coulter, 9310 Canterbury, Lea-
wood, KS 66206: V. H. Lewis, 1406 Cam-
bridge, Olathe, KS 66062; Orville W. Jenk-
ins, 2309 W. 103rd St.,, Leawood, KS
66206; William M. Greathouse, 1179
Rosewood Tr.. Mount Juliet, TN 37122.

PUBLISHING HOUSE
EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Nazarene Publishing House has an
opening for a Maintenance Mechanic.
Hydraulic repair experience is
required.

Nazarene Publishing House has an
opening for an Editorial Assistant. A
degree in Journalism or English is
required, as well as good interperson-
al skills.

These are exceptional opportunities
for Kingdom service through the
church.

Qualified applicants should reply
to:

Director of
Human Resources

Nazarene Publishing House
P.0. Box 419527
Kansas City, MO 64141

udW P 'efw

5evelop’

sir

zip:.

9«
(furs read.
\G te EVVNGS and
Won' Ot
f o can nave " non end mai'mQ
\ outthe AAsted toetow-
f ot address
*£sS| . .
Russa|*0(e sJ ) O Please add my name to the TransMission mailing list.
tot st BterC;dr O In addition, please send me the WORLD MISSION RADIO
information packet.
1 bkl j name:
address:.
N
5“1t f city:. state:
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Brenda Barrett attains the status of chief master sergeant, the
first female in Tennessee to achieve that rank. She is joined by

her brother, Chris (r.), and mother, Lee Barrett.

AFIRST IN TENNESSEE .
Brenda Barrett recently
earned the rank of chief mas-
ter sergeant in the Air Force,
becoming the first female in
Tennessee to achieve that
status.

A member of Murfees-
boro, Tenn., First Church of
the Nazarene. Barrett teaches
Sunday School and serves on
the church board.

Barrett is a graduate of

Anaheim District 1992 Ordinand Class (I. to r.): Jerald D. Johnson,
Rev. Hy Huy Do, Rev. and Mrs. Adolph Perez, Rev. and Mrs. Mike
Phrasavath, Rev. and Mrs. Anong Nhim, and District Superinten-

dent Thomas L. Goble.

Philadelphia District 1992 Ordinand Class (I. to r.): District Super-
intendent Talmage Haggard, Rev. and Mrs. Pablo Muniz, Rev. and
Mrs. James J. Mindling, Jr., Rev. and Mrs. Richard E. F. Gargiulo,
Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd H. Herbert, Rev. and Mrs. Mark A. Maddix, and

Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity and a former school
teacher. After she entered
the Air Force she served as a
communications specialist
and received the Meritorious
Service Medal and the Air
Force Commendation Medal.
Barrett has also received a
public service award for her
work with Project Pencil, a
program designed to help
inner-city children.

General Superintendent Donald D. Owens.
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Close to Home

News About Nazarenes

BY TOM FELDER

PLNC COACH HONORED . . .
Point Loina Nazarene Col-
lege track and field coach Jim
Crakes was named men's
NAIA Co-Coach of

the Year at the recent

NAIA national cham-
pionships in Abbots-

ford. B.C.

Crakes will share
the award with Josh
Colbreath of Central
State Ohio.

Crakes has been with the
PLNC Crusaders for 18 years
and has coached collegiate
track and cross country for
32 years. In 1990 he was
inducted into the NAIA
Track and Field Hall of Fame.

Intermountain District 1992 Ordinand Class (I. to r.):

"This is one of my greatest
honors in coaching, and it
comes at the conclusion of
one of our best combined

(men and women)
seasons ever." Crakes
said.

* The Crusaders fin-
ished fifth as a team
in Abbotsford. Two

| weeks earlier they had

defeated eventual national
champion A/.u/.a Pacific in
the District 3 Championships.
A graduate of the Univer-
sity of Oregon. Crakes teach-
es courses in kinesiology,
physiology of exercise, and
optimal health at PLNC.

General

Superintendent Raymond W. Hurn, Melodee and Rev. Tim Bunn,
Paula and Rev. Eric Kellerer, Marjorie and Rev. Curt Blackwill,
Sonja and Rev. Jim Vogel, Shirley and Rev. Mick Dean, Marsha and
Rev. Dennis Sams, Angie and Rev. Tim Shea, and District Superin-

tendent Ron Kratzer.

A West Texas District 1992
Ordinand Class (. to r.): General
Superintendent Jerald D. John-
son, Rev. and Mrs. Craig Beals,
Rev. and Mrs. Johnnie Johnston,
Rev. and Mrs. Keith Beckman,
Rev. and Mrs. Darrell Brown,
Rev. Awilda Hayes, Rev. Dennis
Hayes, and District Superinten-
dent Charles E. Jones.

Send news about
Nazarenes to:

Close to Home

Herald of Holiness
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, MO 64131
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A Promise to Keep ...
Continuedfrom page 25

applied for privileges at Salem
Hospital, which were eagerly
given to save the hospital from
having to call in local doctors.
The clinic was a full-service

More than a third
of the migrant
children tested
positive for
tuberculosis
exposure.

health center, including a small
pharmacy, X-ray facilities, and
help with family nutrition, child
rearing, and healthcare classes.

All children began to be
screened for exposure to tubercu-
losis—more than a third of them
tested positive. No child left the
clinic without current immuniza-
tion cards and a complete check-
up.

And Dr. Mata began teaching
the fundamentals of cultural med-
icine to his colleagues and visiting
medical students.

By working with their patients’
belief systems, he said, doctors
could intercede when necessary.

Then he practiced what he
taught.

Hours after he delivered one
baby, the child began running a
dangerously high fever. The hospi-
tal diagnosis was meningitis, a
killer if left untreated.
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The parents ofthe child, natives
of the southern Mexico state of
Oaxaca, however, had other ideas.
They believed that their baby suf-
fered from mal ojo—the evil eye.
Someone with the power must
have looked at the child without
also touching her to remove the
curse.

He had to be careful. If they
sensed he was denigrating their
belief, they might just take the
child back to the labor camp
where she would surely die.

But if he agreed with their prog-
nosis for the cause, he might get
them to accept his treatment.

“The meningitis may well have
been caused by mal ojo,” David
said to the suspicious parents.

A red bracelet was tied around
the baby’s right wrist to ward off
further evil.

And—just to be safe, he assured
them —she was kept in the hospi-
tal for two weeks on intravenous
doses of antibiotics.

A year and a half after David
Mata walked through the clinic
doors, the farm workers are re-

turning to the Salud Medical Cen-
ter instead of slipping away into
the migrant stream, never to be
heard of again except in a medical
emergency.

And there are more than 100
“M ata babies,” his rewards for
perseverance and courage.

Dr. Mata can look in the mirror
and, in his own deep brown eyes,
see the peace that he once saw in
his father’s.

Still, as he paused in the lobby
on that Tuesday evening not so
long ago, his smile faded as he
considered the moist approach of
winter. For all the gains the clinic
had made, it remained a desperate
world beyond the clinic walls for
the farm workers.

But after a moment, seeing the
12 pairs of eyes looking at him, he
sighed, shrugged, and smiled.

The answers to tomorrow's
problems were in the hands of
God. Tonight, he had a patient
waiting for him and a promise to

keep.
Excerpted from the Salem, Oreg., Statesman Journal Used by
permission hj-|

LIVING A HOLINESS LIFE
INTODAY’S WORLD

HOLINESS IN EVERYDAY LIFE

Author George Lyons offers a
biblical, sound, yet simple ap-
proach to holiness. He not only
emphasizes the need for our be-
lief but also challenges us to put
our faith into action. This book
helps to bridge the gap from un-
derstanding the meaning of
scripture to the application of its
principles in today’s world. It pro-
vides a look at the practical
meaning of holiness for today's
disciples.

HH083-411-4321

Prices sub/ect to change

$3.50

Plus postage

To order your copy call,
BEACON HILL PRESS

1-800-877-0700

P.O. Box 419527, Kansas City, MO 64141
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lazarene Hoots
Nazarene Roots
Nazarene Roots

Nazarene Roots

The Quaker Dimension in the American Holiness Movement

BY STAN INGERSOL, DENOMINATIONAL ARCHIVIST

e Society of Friends, known

as Quakers, experienced

changes in the mid-19th cen-
tury that altered Quaker faith and ob-
scured distinctives that had char-
acterized the sect since the 1600s.
Early Quakers, like English founder
George Fox and theologian Robert
Barclay, emphasized the doctrine of
the Inner Light—the belief that each
person is born with a degree of inward
knowledge of the way of salvation.
They emphasized sanctification as a
gradual process and rooted their lives
in prayer and contemplative silence.
They also embraced Christian paci-
fism, opposed slavery, and cham-
pioned prison reform.

At the dawn of Quakerism’s third
century, American Friends stood at a
crossroads. A liberal wing led by Elias
Hicks denied original sin and other or-
thodox doctrines, while the majority,
in reaction, abandoned Quaker dis-
tinctives to enter the evangelical main-
stream. Then, in the 1870s, the holi-
ness revival in Methodism spilled over
into Friends meeting houses after
Methodist revivalist John Inskip led
David Updegraff, an Ohio Quaker, into
the experience of entire sanctification.
Updegraff promoted holiness reviv-
alism among Friends until his death.

By 1900, holiness Quakers com-
posed a major branch of the Friends
movement. Businessman J. Walter
Malone established Friends Bible Insti-
tute and Training School in Cleveland,
Ohio, in 1892 as a holiness institution.
Other Quaker colleges were also
friendly to the holiness movement.

The rise of the holiness revival party
created new tensions among Friends by
substituting noisy revivalism for tradi-
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Nazarene Archives

David B. Updegraff

tional silent worship and by other in-
novations in practice. Conservatives
rejected interdenominational holiness
work as a religion of the “lowest com-
mon denominator.” Through inter-
church work, some Quakers indeed left
the Friends to unite with other holiness
churches.

Quakers were among the various
folks that leavened the Methodist core
of the early Church of the Nazarene.
For instance, a remarkable trio met in
the early years of Malone’s Bible Insti-
tute: Edgar P. Ellyson, a Friend from
Ohio; and Mary Emily Soule and Su-
san Norris, Canadian Quakers. Ellyson
and Soule soon married. Ellyson and
Miss Norris became Quaker ministers,
and all three eventually became Naza-
rene ministers. Emily Ellyson was ap-
pointed pastor by Phineas E Bresee of
the first Nazarene congregation in the
South (Peniel, Tex.), organized in the

spring of 1908. Six months later, at the
General Assembly at Pilot Point, Tex.,
Emily Ellyson was ordained by Bresee.
E. P. Ellyson became the most promi-
nent Quaker in the Nazarene move-
ment upon his election as the third
general superintendent of the church.
Ellyson declined renomination in 1911
and became president of Nazarene
University, now Point Loma Nazarene
College. Reelected general superinten-
dent in 1915, he declined this election
and continued his ministry of educa-
tion as president and faculty member
of various church colleges until 1923,
when he became the first executive
secretary of the Department of Church
Schools, which he guided for 20 years.
Emily Ellyson taught in the religion
department at several colleges and in
1923 became an editor of Nazarene
curriculum. Their friend and former
classmate, Susan Norris, married evan-
gelist Abram Fitkin and founded the
Nazarene World Missionary Society.

Another prominent Quaker in Naza-
rene life was Seth C. Rees. He united
with the Pentecostal Nazarenes in
1912, but had already had a major in-
fluence on the church’s social ministry
as national director of the Rest Cottage
Association, which spawned Nazarene-
related homes for unwed mothers in
Kansas City and Pilot Point.

Most holiness Quakers remained in
the Friends Church and in 1965 estab-
lished the Evangelical Friends Alliance,
today a member of the Christian Holi-
ness Association. Evangelical Friends
have participated with Nazarenes and
other Wesleyan groups in publishing
the former Aldersgate curriculum, the
Preacher¥ Magazine, and other ven-
tures.
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WILL THE LIGHT GO OUT?

Excerpts from an address delivered at the 1992
commencement ceremonies of Trevecca Nazarene College
and Northwest Nazarene College by Stephen W. Nease,
Commissioner of Education, Church of the Nazarene.

“And After That, the Dark”

onday morning, May 5, 1992. An awful weekend

that began with the verdict acquitting four Los
Angeles police officers of the beating of Rodney King
has ended. There is relative peace in the city today. ...
But the city itselfis a shambles. The Rev. Edgar Boyd of
the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church said
Sunday, “My God, | wish | could say healing will come
in prayers and singing and sermon, but | know that
isn’t the case. The valve is still backed up. If there is
going to be healing, it will take years.”

Ironically, among the most Christian words uttered
amidst the carnage were those from the victim of the
beating, Rodney King, himself on parole for armed
robbery when he was stopped by the police. As his
voice choked with emotion, he said, “lI mean, please,
can we all get along here? We’ve just got to. |1 mean,
we’re all stuck here for a while. Let’s try to work it out.
Can we all get along?”

Perhaps the most perceptive and challenging words
of all were those penned for USA Today by Linda Cha-
vez, a senior fellow with the Manhattan Institute and
former staff director for the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights. She says:

We face a moral crisis in this nation and most of us
are uncomfortable even discussing the problem. ...
What we saw in Los Angeles this last week was not
simply outrage at a verdict that struck most Ameri-
cans as unjust. What we saw was a total breakdown
in social order and mores.

The most violent acts—the beatings, killings and
arson—were undoubtedly the work ofa small minor-
ity of those who live in that community. But the loot-
ing was widespread. Adults with children in tow were
stealing whatever they could carry.

This could not happen in a community with
strong families, where churches and other social in-
stitutions held some moral sway. It was able to hap-
pen only because these institutions are either absent
or so weak that they have no power to influence be-
havior.
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See the Light

erhaps against such stark background concerns,
P you will understand why, as | thought ahead to
this commencement day, | determined to affirm that
despite the efforts of a sinful world to extinguish the
Light of Christ, that Light can never be quenched.
Hear the apostle John describe the coming of Christ.
When all things began, the Word already was. The

Word dwelt with God, and what God was, the Word
was. The Word, then, was with God at the beginning,
and through him all things came to be; no single
thing was created without him. All that came to be
was alive with his life, and that life was the light of
men. The light shines on in the dark, and the dark-
ness has never mastered it (John 1:1-5, NEB).

Scholars have observed that the Greek verb, which
we have translated as “mastered” or “overpowered,” ba-
sically means “take hold of’ and can also be used ei-
ther in the sense of being understood (comprehended
mentally) or of being seized hold of with hostile intent
(that is, to “snuff out”). Both meanings are rendered in
recognized texts.

The point is twofold. First, though the things of the
darkness of this world constantly seek to overwhelm
and extinguish the light of the Christian witness, this
has not and will not happen. Next, and of equal im-
portance, there is an inevitable lack of understanding
between those who follow Jesus Christ and those who
don't.

“The Christian faith calls on
us to participate in the liber-
ating activity of the God who
is love.”
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Christ’s Sure Victory Gives Hope in Chaos

om Peters, author of the best-selling book In

Search of Excellence, recently has published an-
other volume with the intriguing title Thriving on
Chaos. The title ... holds a message for today’s Chris-
tians. Hear Peters describe his dilemma as he decides
whether the book’s title should be Thriving Amidst
Chaos or Thriving on Chaos.

To thrive “amidst” chaos means to cope or come
to grips with it, to succeed in spite of it. But that is
too reactive an approach and misses the point. The
true objective is to take the chaos as given and learn
to thrive on it. The winners of tomorrow will deal
proactively with chaos, will look at chaos per se as
the source of market advantage, not as a problem to
get around.

While any comparison of Christian responsibility
with the business world soon breaks down, Peters’ ob-
servations clearly point followers of Jesus Christ to the
manner in which they should view their interaction
with an ever more sinful world.

Rather than throwing up one’s hands in despair as
sin increasingly abounds, Christians should reaffirm
Paul’s assurance in Romans 5:20 that “Where sin in-
creased, grace increased all the more” (NIV) and go on
the attack for God and the advancement of His king-
dom, believing that ultimately realization of the very
darkness of sin will create an increased realization of
the need of Christ. If the Light of men, who is Jesus
Christ, cannot be quenched, we who are His followers
must abandon our defensive posture, simply protecting
ourselves from the influence of a sinful society and be-
gin to deal proactively with sin and its consequences.

Graduates of the Class of 1992, | point you to faith
in the present and ultimate victory of the Christ who is
the Light of the world. Whatever your vocation may
be, I urge you proactively to make your primary calling
one of exemplifying Christ’s love and offering salva-
tion, justice, and hope to all mankind. Your incentive
for so doing is your assurance of the ultimate victory of
the cause of Jesus Christ.

Brad Elsberg

This verse may come back into
vogue for North American
Christians. “In this world you
will have trouble. But take
heart! | have overcome the
world™ (John 16:33, NIV).

The People Who Live in Darkness Do Not Understand the Light

Apart from God’s grace, the mind of sinful man is
'xm. incapable of fully understanding the Christian mes-
sage. Here, then, is the other meaning of our background
verse, “The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness
has not understood [or comprehended] it” (John 15
NIV).

Simply put, the mind-set of the committed Christian is
diametrically opposite of the mind-set of the unredeemed.
Perhaps this explains why the “Church Lady” (so called!)
on “Saturday Night Live” is popular as “she” pokes fun
and sarcasm at the Church.

Recently, an editorial appeared in Christianity Today ti-
tled “Light in the New Dark Ages,” with a subtitle, “Will
American Christians Learn How to Live the Gospel in a
Non-Christian Nation?” It provides food for thought:

Much has been written in the past few years about
the loss of “Christian America.” A convincing case has

August 1992

been made that we no longer live in a culture that ac-
cepts Christian values as normative. When important
decisions are made in courtrooms, businesses, or may-
oral offices, we cannot be as sure as we once were that
the decision-makers are guided (at least subconsciously)
by the Ten Commandments or the Golden Rule. Today
it is just as likely that the mother’s milk of our leaders
was laced with the relative values of secularized pop
morality, and they are now suffering from undiagnosed
moral malnutrition. ... The Bible nowhere guarantees
that the United States of America will always have a
Christian majority population.... We must... prepare
to face the possibility of a new Dark Age in which our
values come under increasing attack. That means ...
facing head-on the possibility that some of the suffering
and persecution we have been spared is coming our
way.
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What Is Our Task as Witnesses to the Light?

e have found assurance that the darkness of this

world can never overcome the Light of Christ;

we have seen that there is a great gap between the prin-

ciples of Jesus Christ and the interests of a sinful world.

It is now important to consider the nature of our task

as Christ-followers in this sin-darkened world. What
are we to do?

Light a Candle

The apostle Paul, speaking to the church at Corinth,
said, “The god of this age has blinded the minds of un-
believers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel
ofthe glory of Christ... God, who said, ‘Let light shine
out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts” (2
Corinthians 4:4, 6, NIV).

My witness, coupled with the witness of other faith-
ful servants of Jesus Christ, will have an effect far be-
yond what | may presently imagine! Some years ago, |
took my young family to the Rose Bowl on the Fourth
of July. The highlight of the evening came when all
lights in the stadium were extinguished and, after a
long moment of darkness, everyone was asked to light a
match. Within moments, total darkness vanished and
my little match, coupled with the flame of countless
others, blazed forth until the arena seemed as bright as
day.

The power of my “little light,” united with the “little
light” of countless others and coupled with the power
of Almighty God, must never be underestimated.
Bloom Where You Are Planted

For years, on the wall in our family home hung an
old piece of shingle artistically inscribed with the
words, “Bloom where you are planted.” | had read it
many times, but its true meaning came to me one day
when, during my first pastoral assignment, 1 com-
plained to my family about the condition of the world,
the state of the church, and several other dismal things.
W ithout words, my mother pointed to the shingle, and
I got the message! Even as it is well to be concerned

about the problems of the whole world, God gives each
of us talents, aptitudes, and abilities that can be exerted
in the particular niche in life where we live and have
influence. You, as Christ’s follower, cannot solve all the
problems of humanity, but you can commit your God-
given abilities and apply them to the needs of Christ’s
world that are right at your elbow.

Consider Esther Sanger, a little lady with a difficult
past, who, by her own admission, once lived pretty
much for herself. One day, God transformed her life,
and, through His direction, she saw the needs of the
homeless, not just “somewhere” in the world but right
in the town where she lived. From the back of a simple
van she began providing meals, roaming the city by
night, helping the street people. God used her will-
ingness to “bloom where she was planted,” and ulti-
mately a crisis center came into being where people to-
day are being fed, clothed, housed, counseled, and
educated. In her part of the world they call her “The
Mother Teresa of the Quincy-South Shore Area.” With
God’s help, she bloomed where she was planted. You
can too!

Define “Success” in Christian Terms

Rightfully, each one here today desires to be success-
ful. But, have you carefully considered your definition
of “success”?

Surely, it is proper to want to apply the knowledge
and skills acquired at this college to a lifetime of work
that will bring comfort, sustenance, and fulfillment to
you and your loved ones. But will your job be for you a
true vocation—a calling that will benefit humanity and
build Christ’s kingdom?

The Christian definition of success is faithfulness!
Faithfulness in the midst of adversity. Faithfulness
when the bright lights turn the other way. Faithful-
ness when worldly values strongly beckon. Faithfulness
when even those closest to you may not understand.
FAITHFULNESS!

The Last Word

cite again the words of Linda Chavez’ analysis of

the chaos in Los Angeles,

This could not happen in a community with
strong families, where churches and other social in-
stitutions held some moral sway. It was able to hap-
pen only because these institutions are either absent
or so weak that they have no power to influence be-
havior.

I challenge you, as Christ’s follower, whatever your
profession, wherever you may serve, to be faithful, to
light a candle right where you are, to work to strength-
en Christ’s Church, and thus to help undergird our so-
ciety with Christian values.

As you do, you will be doing your part to assure that,
the Light that shines in the darkness ofthis world shall
never be quenched! —Stephen W, Nease
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Notes from an editor’sjournal

by Mark Graham, Managing Editor

Following in His Steps

haven’t known many persons

who are really “positive” peo-

ple—individuals like Robert
Schuller or Norman Vincent Peale.
But, if you were to ask me, “Who is
the most positive person you ever
knew?” | would probably say
“Yvonne.”

I first met her when | pulled into
Memphis for my first job as a youth
minister/associate
pastor. Fresh out of
Trevecca, 1 had no
money or furni-
ture. She and the
pastor had picked
out a comfortable
little flat in east
Memphis for me
and had stocked it
with furniture and food.

“lhope you like it,” she said in her
teeny-tiny voice. One would never
have known by talking to her on the
phone that she was 20 years old. She
sounded more like a fourth grader. It
was a characteristic that gained her a
lot of good-natured ribbing. She
didn’t mind.

A member of the church almost all
of her life, Yvonne had been on staff
as secretary to the pastor for two
years when | got there. She was a
walking compendium of helpful in-
formation on everyone in the church.
Whenever | needed background de-
tails on a family or a teen, I turned to
Yvonne. She wasn’t a busybody or a
gossip, but she knew what was hap-
pening in the church. And she prayed
over the hurts and the joys of the
people.

I remember walking into her office
more than once and seeing tears in
her eyes—tears borne from the bur-
dens she carried for the people in our
congregation.

When the doors of the church were

Yvonne has represent-
ed Christ in a way that
| am sure makes Him
a proud Father.

open, she was there. When some-
thing needed to be done and no one
volunteered to help, Yvonne did it.

On Saturday mornings, she called
on kids in apartments near the
church. On Sundays, she was there
with the bus to gather the kids and to
take them home after church.

Yvonne knew what it was like to
hurt. She was the product of a bro-
ken home. While
some might have
used that as an ex-
cuse. Yvonne
didn’t. Instead she
set an example and
prayed her mother
and stepfather into
a relationship with
Jesus.

For years, Yvonne and her hus-
band, Andy, wanted children. People
thought it a shame that someone
who cared so much for others should
be unable to bear a child. | think
God heard her prayers and rewarded
her for her faithfulness to others by
blessing her with a precious little girl,
Kate. lunderstand that Kate is pretty
spoiled now, but isn't that what little
girls are for?

This summer marks Yvonne’s 20th
anniversary as secretary at the
church. During this time, she has
been a friend to the pastors and to
the parishioners. She has served un-
selfishly and loyally. And she has rep-
resented Christ in a way that | am
sure makes Him a proud Father.

Pastors may come and go. but if
Yvonne ever decides to retire, 1know
a church that will have a tough time
finding a replacement. n
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MILLS SUCCEEDS McLAIN IN NEW ENGLAND

Kenneth L.

Mills. 4,S. has

* been elected
superintendent

cal the New

England Dis-

> 4 trict. Mills

was elected on the sixth bal-

lot by the New England Dis-
trict Assembly. June 13,

according to General Super-
intendent John A. Knight,

who presided at the assem-
bly. Mills accepted the call.
Mills moved to the post

from the pastorate of
Nashua. N.H.. Community
Chapel where he had served
since Mar. 1991. Prior to

this, he was pastor of Dan-
vers. Mass.. Church of the
Nazarene for almost 17
years. He earlier served in

staff positions at Nashville
First Church and Canton,
Ohio. First. He pastored
Newton Falls. Ohio, Church
from 1969 to 1971.

A graduate of Eastern
Nazarene College and Naza-
rene Theological Seminary,
Mills holds a D.Min. from
Boston University. He and

his wife, Patti, have three
children, Kenneth, Kristen,
and Kerri.

Mills succeeds Neale O.
McLain who retired at the
assembly. McLain had
served as superintendent of
the New England District
since 1984. Prior to this, he
pastored churches in Con-
necticut, New' Jersey. Mas-
sachusetts, Maine, and Ver-
mont.

UPSTATE NEW YORK GETS NEW D.S.

Charles E. Zink. 48, pastor of
Owego. N.Y., Church of the
Nazarene. was elected super-
intendent of the Upstate New
York District
June 11. The
election came
on the sixth
ballot, accord-
ing to General
Superintendent
Donald D. Owens, who
presided at the assembly.
Zink accepted the call.

Zink has served as pastor
of the Owego Church since
1989. Prior to this, he pas-
tored churches in Excelsior
Springs, Mo., and San Anto-

nio, Tex. A graduate of
Eastern Nazarene College.
Zink received a master of
arts degree from the Univer-
sity of Utah in 1970 and the
master of divinity degree
from Nazarene Theological
Seminary in 1984. He was
ordained on the Kansas City
District in 1984.

The election was prompt-
ed by the retirement of
George E. Teague. Teague
had served as superintendent
of the district since 1980.
Prior tit this, he pastored
churches on the Washington,
Upstate New York. Maine,
and New' England districts.

BRANSTETTER APPOINTED IN SOUTH ARKANSAS

Russell W.
Branstetter. 43.
has been ap-
pointed super-
intendent of
the South Ar-
kansas District.
The appointment was made
by General Superintendent
Eugene L. Stowe in coopera-
tion with the South Arkansas
District Advisory Council.
Branstetter replaces Donald
Irwin, who retired at the Dis-
trict Assembly May 28.
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Branstetter had served as
pastor of Charlotte. N.C..
Pineville Church of the Naz-
arene since 1987. Prior to
this, he served as pastor of
several churches including:
Clovis. N.Mex., First: Bartles-
ville, Okla.. First; Houston,
Tex.. Sun Valley; and Jones-
boro. Ark.. Forest Home.

A graduate of Southern
Nazarene University. Bran-
stetter was ordained in 1973
on the North Arkansas Dis-
trict.

NEWS « NEWS

* NEWS

* NEWS N

EASTER OFFERING SETS RECORD

More than $9.2 million w'as
received for the 1992 Easter
Offering for World Evange-
lism, representing the largest

Easter Offering in the
denomination's history.
according to D. Moody

Gunter. Finance division
director.

A total of $9,277,381 was
received for the offering,
which is an increase of

S376.949 over last year's

total.

"We express our heartfelt
gratitude to every congrega-
tion for their sacrificial giv-
ing to the Easter Offering."
Gunter said. "These sub-
stantial gifts will translate
into increased results in
evangelism."”

The previous high was
$9,163,270 in 1984. In
1990, $9,101,316 was given
in the Easter Offering.

FRY ELECTED SUPERINTENDENT

OF CANADA CENTRAL

Ronald G. Fry, 36. pastor of
Toronto Emmanuel Church
of the Nazarene. was elected
superintendent
of the Canada
Central District
June 12. The
election came
on the seventh
ballot, accord-
ing to General Superinten-
dent William J. Prince, who
presided at the assembly.

Fry had served as pastor at
Toronto Emmanuel since
1987. Prior to this, he pas-
tored other churches in Win-
nipeg, Hamilton. Toronto.

MVNC STUDENT KILLED IN

Timothy E.
Bays. 23. a stu-
dent at Mount
Vernon Naza-
rene College,
died June 14.
of injuries sus-
tained in a motorcycle acci-
dent.

According to police
reports, the accident occurred
around 1:43 a.trt. when Bays'
motorcycle went off the left
side of the road and struck a
mailbox. He was not wear-
ing a helmet. Bays w'as
transported by helicopter to
Cleveland Metro-Health
Medical Center where he was
pronounced dead at 4:29 a.m.

Bays, a Christian educa-
tion major at MVNC, had

and Guildford. A graduate
of Northwest Nazarene Col-
lege and Nazarene Theologi-
cal Seminary, Fry was
ordained on the Canada
Pacific District in 1963.

Fry and his wife, Barbara,
have three children, Eliza-
beth. Larry, and Jonathan.

The election was prompt-
ed by the retirement of Lome
V. MacMillan. MacMillan
had served as superintendent
of the Canada Central Dis-
trict since 1978. Prior to
this, he pastored churches on
the Northeastern Indiana
District.

MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT

just completed his freshman
year. A native of Lorain,
Ohio, Bays was a member of
the U.S. Army Reserve. He
attended Elyria, Ohio,
Church of the Nazarene.

He is survived by his
mother Leda Rafter: his
father. Charles E. Bays. Jr.: a
sister. Trina: a brother. Matt;
and grandparents. Walter and
Evialee Matney and Lillian
Bays.

Bays is the fourth MVNC
student to die in an accident
since September 1991. Susan
Ann Farmer died in an auto-
mobile accident south of the
campus Feb. 3. Ron Holmes
and Darrin Brooks were
killed in a head-on collision
Sept. 3.
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Training for a Deeper Walk of Faith— Personal
Evangelism Il by Beverly Burgess is designed to
train laypeople to move young Christians into a
deeper commitment of faith. A crucial step to
maintaining ayoung and growing church.

A NEW PRODUCT!

HHS-1991 $29.95 Leader's Notebook
HH083-411-4100 $9.95 Study Guide

Making a Lasting Commitment— The Growing Up
in Christ materials by Neil Wiseman are for matu-
ring Christians who have become steadfast disci-
ples of Christ. This material fills a critical need in
the deepening of a Christian’s faith.

A NEW PRODUCT!
HH083-411-4135  $4.95 Study Guide
HHU-1100 $13.95 Text and Study Guide
HHO083-411-4143  $9.95 Pastor's Manual
Discovering Sanctifying Grace— The Spirit-filled
Life Bible Study program by Chic Shaver has
been developed similar to the Basic Bible Stud-
ies, and provides the basis for understanding the
Holy Spirit as Sanctifier in our lives.

A NEW PRODUCT! HHVE-91 $2.95

Plus postage

Prices subject to change

3 S

Available from Nazarene Publishing House

1 800.877-0700

Used individually, each product serves a valu-
able purpose for evangelism and evangelism
training. When implemented into a complete
evangelism program, these tools can work to-
gether to take church members from salvation to
sanctification.

A Vision for the Lost— Harvest Eyes is a video
that demonstrates the power of friendship evan-
gelism through personal testimony. An excellent
motivational tool to recruit members for evan-
gelism training.

A NEW PRODUCT! HHVA-1704 $11.95

Training for the Commission— Personal Evan-
gelism Training by Beverly Burgess has proven
to be an invaluable resource in training your lay-
people to share their faith and lead others to
Christ.

HHS-2600 $24.95 Leader's Notebook
HH083-411-058X $7.95 Study Guide

The Basics of Belief—With sales approaching
one-half million, the Basic Bible Studies by Chic
Shaver continue to be a proven success in form-
ing the basis for establishing new converts in
the Christian faith.

HHVE-80 $1.10 Adult

HHYD-501 $2.50  Youth

HHVE-51  $2.95  Children’s Leader
HHVE-50 $1.95  Children’s Student



